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What is a UNESCO Chair?

* A team

« Led by a higher education or
research institution

- Partners with UNESCO
» A project
» Advances knowledge and
practice in an area of common
priority
- Involves teaching, research,
dissemination
* A plan
» Requires UNESCO approval
every 4 years
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There are more than 1100 Chairs and UNITWIN
networks in 125 countries, with 15-20 related
to disaster

What is Kobe University UNESCO
Chair?

« Ateam
+ Led by Kobe University
+ Located in the Gender Equality Division
« Partners with UNESCO, 4 Asian universities,
1 INGO and 1 center in Japan
« A project
-+ “Gender, Vulnerability and Well-being in
Disaster Risk Reduction Support”
« Education Program, Research Program
+ Education, Research, Dissemination
+ This is the only UNESCO Chair focusing on
gender and disaster
« A plan approved by UNESCO
- Phase 1: 2018-2022
- Phase 2: 2022-2026
- Phase 3

Kobe University
UNESCO Chair

Gender and Vulnerability
in Disaster Risk Reduction Support

Contents

unesco

Chair

4 What is a UNESCO Chair

@ Kobe University UNESCO
Chair

4 Beginnings

4 Education Program
@ Research Program
@ Looking Forward

- =
KULTAS KEDOKTE!

What is Kobe University
UNESCO Chair?

Beginnings

The Great
Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake (1995)

@ w The earthquake took the lives of 39 Kobe University
v students, including 7 international students, and 2
1| staff members



~:  Beginnings
+ 1995 Kobe University commits to being a
hub university for disaster research
+ 2007 Kobe University establishes the
Gender Equality Office

Home  News  Evonts  Themos

The idea for a UNESCO Chair
began at a seminar -

® 8 e 2012.3 After a seminar with guests from UNESCO,
d Gender Equality Office Director Tsenkova suggests UNESCO chair I
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hiips://www.kobe-u.ac jp/jaltheme/004/

Various seminars

@ 2015.4
h First application ‘ 2015.3
Japan National Committee

2016.9

Disaster research at Kobe University weeds a gender
perspectivel There should be wore women faculty
members and gender should be addressed throughout the
university!

for UNESCO consultation

Visit to UNESCO ‘
More seminars *20] 7.4

2025.11 Second fry

Renewal
application

Tasks of Kobe University UNESCO Chair

2022.2~2026.2 Kobe University UNESCO Chai
Vulnerability and Well-being in Disaster Risk Reduction Support” approved

2018.2~2022.2 Kobe University UNESCO Chair
“Gender and Vulnerability in Disaster Risk Reduction Support” approved

'Gender,

2021.8
Renewal application

2026.3.12 8

UNESCO Chair Phase 1 & 2

Phase 1

Phase 2

2022.2~2026.2
Gender, Vulnerability and Well-being in DRR Support

2018.4~2022.2
Gender and Vulnerability in DRR Support

RESEARCH EDUCATION/ GUIDELINES POLICY DDR NETWORK R = - . e = — e
AWARENESS RECOMMENDATIONS  EXPANSION esearc e patiiers, cveation of a feacarch group

Joint research with  Awareness & Establish Policy Expansion of DRR within Kobe University

partners strategy guidelines recommendations network .

- Gender implementation - Circulateand - Should meet « Build Education 2-week summer program Education S E e U
sensitive and - Training for disseminate local needs international (2018,2019), online seminar (2020, including “well-being,” ad hoc seminars
inclusive students, through - Should aim fo DRR network szgrznliln::; fesichiizacos
guidelines for professional, seminars, build more based on Network Expand our network for DRR with the
disaster risk policy makers symposia, HP, resilient and gender equality, community
reduction « DRR awareness efc. inclusive society  social inclusion Network Building frust, networking with our

« Build activities for and well-being parines
multidisciplinary local Curriculum Develop teaching materials based on our
model for DRR community materials wol

« Develop
Teoch!ng Outreach Reports in archive, on HP, etc.
materials ) st Outreach Information, Community lectures, e;cJ

Partner Institutions

« Gadjah Mada University (UGM), Indonesia UGM H

« School of Social Innovation, Mae Fah Luang IntrOd uci ng
University (MFU), Thailand . -

« Network for International Development NWEC o \ MFU ou I' ha I'd
Cooperation, Thammasat University, A H
Thailand (Phase 1) Kobe Worklng tea mS

National Kaohsiung University of Science
and Technology (NKUST), Taiwan
Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR),
Malaysia

Mercy Malaysia, Malaysia

National Women’s Education Center
(NWEC), Japan

Kobe University, Japan

2026.3.12

UNESCO CHAIR
Gender, Vulnerability and Well-being
in Disaster Risk Reduction Suppart
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With thanks!




Gadjah Mada University (UGM) Mae Fah Luang (MFU)Team
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Dr. Melyza Dr. Uki Dr. Alim Dr. Ariani Arista Summer Reni Dr. Wanwalee Dr. Thanikun Dr. Maya Dr. Yuki
Perdana Noviana Syahirul Putri Pertiwi Course 2019 Juwitasari Inpin Chantra Dania Miyake
-
| |

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman
(UTAR) Team & Mercy Malaysia
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Dr. Yu, Hui- Dr. Yang, Dr. Sun, Jhih-  NKUST Seminar Dr. LU, Jin- IR Dr. Huang Dr. Tan Ooi Dr. Tan Kok Hafiz Amirrol,
Lung Ching-Chiao Sian Team 2025 Long Workshop 2023 Yuk Feng Kuan Weng Mercy Malaysia
- _

2026.3.12

National Kaohsiung University of
Science and Technology (NKUST) Team

Kobe University (KU) Team
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§ i J Sll % Special
) Participation

Dr. Ronni Shifa Tameer-et-Millat
Alexander University, Pakistan

Dr. Sayaka Dr. Ai Dr. Kazue
gupkoioiads Kotera Shoraku Noda

Dr. Badur Un Nisa




UNITWIN Partnership

KOBE UNESCO CHAIR
Gender, Vulnerability and Well-being
in Disaster Risk Reduction Support

« In 2010, the UNESCO Regional
Chair for Women, Science and
Technology in Latin America began
the Global Network of UNESCO
Chairs on Gender (20 chairs)

«In 2023, it became the
UNITWIN Network on
Gender Equality

2026.3.12
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Education

Program e

More than 350 student
participants in total!
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. Education Program

Human and oconomic coste of
‘Goophysical disssiers, 13802017
-

Why Kobe Universty UNESCO Char s havrg
3 COVID-19 Conference?

Kobe University UNESCO Chair
Programs

- Education Program + Research Program
Purpose: To help participants find their own « Purpose: To contribute to knowledge
role in disaster preparedness and support production and dissemination on gender,
Participants: Students from the partner vulnerability and well-being in disaster
universities. risk reduction support
Organizers: Participating universities Main program: Annual research seminar
Main program: Annual international seminar hosted by a partner university

* 2018, 2019 Two-week program hosted by Gadjah - Participation by partner universities and

2:2; ’:;:’;;Y s T others, including students
wo-day online program hor

Kobe Dnvey -2 SOEE B " « In person seminars have included a field
Contributio trip to a disaster site
importance of Contribution:

(1) disaster preparedness;

(2) focusing on gender;

(3) international collaboration and support;

(4) communication and intercultural skills
Occasional ad hoc seminars

d awareness of the

2026.3.12 20

Education program

o 2018, 2019 2021 2023 2025
| 2weekin person course at | Monthong oniine program | 2-day online program 2-day online program
| ACM | students from all 5 partner | students from all 5 panner students from 5 partner
| Students from UGM, NKUST, | universifies! | Universifies and s universities
ok | FocusonCoVID-19vaccine | Focuson msmoer, gender, Focus on disaster, gender,
| Focus on M. Merapivolcano |  inequality & inequity | vulnerability, welkbeing vulnerability, well-being
| erupfion ! !
| EHe RS | 2-day online program | 2-day online program
| Students from all 5 pariner | students from all 5 partner | students from 5 partner
| Orvershest | universities | universities
| Focuson COVID-19 | Focuson disaster, gender, | Focus on disaster, gender,
| | vuinerability | vuinerability, well being
02020 2022 2024
2026.3.12 2

Research Progra
International Seminars : =

*Seeking, achieving and demonstrating
understanding of the need to include
gender and a gender-transformative
approach in disaster research

B v ey oo s

» 2018 Kick-off Symposium, Kobe
University

+ 2019 Chiang Rai Seminar, MFU,
Thailand

» 2020 NKUST (online)
2021 UTAR (online)

+ 2022 Kick-off Symposium, Kobe 7
University, Japan 2022 2.14 bz,
ON-LINE (Zoom Webinar)

2023 Kuala Lumpur Seminar, . i Simitancous nterpretation oo
UTAR, Malaysia R

» 2024 MFU (online)

= 2025 Kaohsiung Seminar, NKUST,
Taiwan

Well
i Disaster Risk Redu wnSuppun

GENDER,
DISASTER




Research Program: Books

# Making Disaster Safer (Springer, 2023).
ons s s +  Edited volume with contributions from all

imesco e - = & uravessy - - &
Ronai Alexander e the partner institutions
Stigom Waljwaku
+  Covers many aspects of gender and
vulnerability in disaster support

@ Book of Proceedings, UNESCO Chair
International Symposium 2024 (MFU, 2025).

« “Navigating Gender Equality and Well-
Being: Climate Change Towards Sustainable
Future”

AGender and Vulnerabi in higher education:

« Contributions from partner universities

® Present and future of gender equality policies
in higher education: contributions to human
and sustainable development (Gloria Bonder,
ed., UNITWIN Network on Gender Equality)

Contributions from UNITWIN member
universities. (Alexander, pp.92-102)

Looking Forward: Phase 3

Phase 2 Phase 3
Gender, Vulnerability and Well-being in Education for Gender, Disaster, and
Disaster Risk Reduction Support Well-being
- Title: Chair-holder: Professor Ronni « Chair-holder: Professor Keiichi Ogawa; Co-
Alexander chair: Professor Aiko Sakurai
- Secretariat: Gender Equality Office * Supervision: Kobe University, International
(Kobe University Inclusive Campus & Division
Healthcare Center, Gender Equality « Secretariat: Graduate School of
Division) International Cooperation Studies;
+ Partner Institutions: 4 overseas Advisory Committee
universities (4 countries), = Partner Institutions: 8 overseas
1 international organization, 1 domestic universities (6 countries), 1 domestic
government agency university, 4 international organizations, 2

government agencies (2 countries)

Research Program: Teaching
materials

A multi-lingual disaster
glossary
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Thank you!

Y 4 FOR YOUR HARD WORK,
COOPERATION, INSIGHTS,
SMILES AND KINDNESS!




