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About this booklet

Ronni Alexander
Director
Kobe University Gender Equality Office

This year, 2019, is the second year of the Kobe University UNESCO
Chair on “Gender and Vulnerability in Disaster Risk Reduction Support.”
Since this project began in April 2018, we have held a variety of research and
educational activities in connection with this theme. As part of this effort, we
are pleased to have been able to invite Mr. Hafiz Amirrol from MERCY
Malaysia to come to Kobe for the third time and to share his expertise and
personal experience of working with MERCY Malaysia in a variety of
humanitarian crises. As in other years, Mr. Amirrol was planning on giving
his lectures and workshops for students at Kobe University and the Kobe
University Secondary School. Unfortunately, his lecture at Kobe University
had to be cancelled because of serious wind and storm alerts. While we
missed having a chance to hear his lecture, he did provide us with the power
point he had prepared. The experience helped to drive home the reality that
disaster can strike at any time and that we need to be properly prepared.

This booklet contains the lecture, power point presentation and student
comments from Mr. Amirrol’s high school class, and the power point
presentation that he meant to give at the university. The high school
students were interested and asked good questions, as is clear from their
reflection papers. I appreciate that Mr. Amirrol is willing come and stimulate
our students with his expertise, and very much want to continue to work
with him and with MERCY Malaysia through UNESCO Chair program.

In the past few years, Japan and much have the world have been faced
with many extreme climate situations. I hope that as a result of Mr.
Amirrol’s classes, the students will not only be better prepared but will also
play a leadership role in promoting disaster awareness and in helping to
save lives when disaster strikes. In addition, it is hoped that this booklet
will help to increase awareness of need for disaster prevention measures

and contribute to efforts to create a safer society.



Kobe University Secondary School

Hafiz Amirrol
Thank you very much. Before | start, how many of you here are okay with
English? | heard that these are very smart and brilliant students. So | will

be speaking in English, but feel free to ask questions.

I have been here and this is my third time. For the past 2 years, | was giving
a talk, a lecture, and then at the end of the lecture you did some work.

But | think that is quite boring, so this year we will change it a little bit.
Instead of you listening to my boring talk, you will be watching some videos.
The videos are intended to help you understand the basic of humanitarian
work. They are very easy to understand and they cover various important
issues and topics related to humanitarian action.

Before we start with the video, let me just introduce my organization, MERCY
Malaysia. This video is about the journey of MERCY Malaysia in doing its

humanitarian work.
Video: MERCY Malaysia

Hafiz Amirrol
Basically, that is a summary of the organization I am working with MERCY
Malaysia. But if you would like to know more, you can go to the website and

have a read.

Today there are 100 students, what we will is dividing you into six groups.
Each of the groups will be assigned to present your reflection on those topics.
What we will do is that you will watch videos and you will do work in your
group for 5 to 6 minutes. And then we will continue with the next video.
After each video, what you need to do is to write down your own opinion on
these five matters. Please do the work in the group. You will need to ask
yourself and your friends; why does it matter? ; how can you contribute to
the development of a safer and better world for everyone?; and how can you
contribute in helping other people and what role can you play? Also, based
on your own experience and observation, you will ask yourself; what is

lacking now in this world? ; and what can be better? You can also add on
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other points as well.

The first video is the most important element in the work of humanitarian,
which are the principles. Every humanitarian worker needs to work within

these principles.
Video 1: The Humanitarian Principles

Hafiz Amirrol

Just a note, the principle is not only for the European Union, but it is used
throughout the world. Now get into your group. | think each of you can
write your reflection on what you do understand on these four principles:
Humanity, Impartiality, Neutrality, and Independence. Don’t worry about
the technical jargon, but just write whatever you feel and/or understand.
You can start writing now because you have only 5 minutes for each video.
If anyone has any questions, just ask and | will go to your place. You are
free to write in both Japanese and English. Just write in the important

points.

Do you need any explanation on the four principles here? Humanity is about
addressing any kind of suffering and help people. Principle number two,
impartiality means that humanitarian work addresses the needs of the people.
Only the needs, not the wants, not what they want but what they need.
Principle number three, about being neutral means that humanitarian
workers must be neutral no matter what religion, race, or political belief that
you are holding on to. And finally, principle number four, independence
means that humanitarian work must be independent from any political,
economical, or military influence.

Just provide your reflection, whatever you understand or you agree or

disagree or anything. Hopefully, they will understand.

We will watch the second video. The second video is about SPHERE
Standards. Has anyone heard about SPHERE Standards before?

Okay, I am not surprised. SPHERE Standards is a book of guidelines. If you
give humanitarian aid, what are the minimum standards? It provides you

with guidelines. For example, if you want to reconstruct a house, it should



Kobe University Secondary School

be a certain size. If you want to give food, it should be a certain amount. If

you want to give water, it should be a certain amount as well.
Video 2: SHPERE Handbook

Hafiz Amirrol

The SPHERE book is available for you to download for free and I think it is also
available in the Japanese language. Please try to write something not about
the book but ask questions. For example, why in doing humanitarian work
and in helping people you need to have a minimum guideline.

I know that most of you are confused. But trust me, being confused is good
because it shows that you are thinking. The exercise is not about trying to
find the right answer but more trying to ask the right question. Even though
you do not really understand the technical definition of humanitarian charter
or humanitarian principles, that does not matter. But try to ask the

question; why is this relevant or not relevant?

The next video is on gender-based violence during emergencies or crisis.
Before | show you the video, how many of you here have heard about sexual
or gender-based violence? Raise your hand. Thisis quite common. Then,

the video gets easier and easier.
Video 3: Gender Based Violence in Emergencies

Hafiz Amirrol

Just in case if you missed that, it is important for you to “look, listen, and link”
if there is a report on any cases of gender-based violence. We will have a 10
minutes break and also continue doing the same thing on the topic of

gender-based violence and | will continue with another video.

While you are thinking, let’s watch the next video which has some relevancy
with the previous one. The next video is a campaign by one of the largest
humanitarian NGOs called Save the Children. The video is very short, so pay

full attention. It is only about 1 minute.

Video 4: End the War On Children
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Hafiz Amirrol

As most of you know, many parts of the world are at conflict. In those
conflict areas, of course, there are children. However, being children does
not mean that you are safe. Since in some of those areas, children are being
recruited to become soldiers to kill people. Some children are being sexually
exploited and are facing the threat of violence. As very fortunate students
living in peaceful Japan, what can you do to help? Let’s take another 5, 6
minutes to reflect on that and provide me your ideas and reflection.

Let’s go to the last video.

If you look at the handouts, there is a video called “Humanitarian Aid for
Rohingya Refugees”, | will need to skip this one because it is quite long.

We go to the last one which is called “Story of a girl named Angel.” Just to
give a little bit of a context, this girl Angel is from Indonesia and is about 9
years old. The place where she lives is affected by volcanic eruption. The
eruption happens continuously for the past 13 years. Even though the

volcano does not Kill the people there immediately, it is slowly killing them.
Video 5: Story of Angel

Hafiz Amirrol

That is about Angel. 1 do not know whether you understand it or not.

I guess Angel must be 12 years old right now. This is an Indonesian song.
The title is “Berita Kepada Kawan” which means “News for a Friend.” The
lyric is telling the story of the condition of the world about crisis and disaster.
If you want to learn more, you can just Google the lyrics and translate them
into your language.

This will be the last one. Do the same process. Write whatever you think or
your opinion about the video and about Angel, and then we will have a
discussion after this.

Do you understand the context of Angel? Angel is living in this situation
where her family is affected by the volcano. If you look carefully, it shows
you how lucky you are if you compare your school with hers. | should not
give you the full answer. So just try to reflect again what happened next,

what happened in her daily life, and compare it with your own life and write
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something about it.

The next thing that we are going to do is that | would like to have any
volunteer to present. You are free to present whichever topic, but only one
topic, as a group and share it with your friends.

Can we have a volunteer, please? Any group? If there is no volunteer, | will
just pick and choose. Stand here and share with your friends. Tell me

which topic.

Student A

We discussed the second topic: SHPERE Standards, especially, impartiality.
We thought that humanitarian work should not vary from region to region.
For example, | heard that one of the evacuation sites in Japan received a
large number of dolls and it caused a problem in carrying out regular support
activities. The other opinion was guidelines. The humanitarian work itself
could be developed by reflecting improvement points that workers found out

through support activities.

Hafiz Amirrol
I know everyone will agree with him, but any points that you want to add or

you are disagree? You look very curious. Any question?

Student B
Can | ask a question on SPHERE standards? Is this mainly about the advice
to humanitarian workers?

Hafiz Amirrol
I think you can not ask him a technical question. He would not know.

Student B

I think that even though people face the same kinds of disasters, people from
different culture have various values and ideas. Therefore, even a universal
guideline must be adjusted according to standards and/or culture, so that we

will have a better one.
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Hafiz Amirrol

That is very good. One of you.

It is always easy to talk about localization but it is very difficult to do. So any
one of you or from this group have any idea on how to do it?

Since you said something very brilliant, you have the right to choose. Just

choose anyone. Anyone you like or do not like?

Student C

Situations differ depending on region. Like I do not have enough knowledge
about my area, people in disaster might not be so aware of their situations.
Therefore, | think to recognize their own problems by themselves is the most

important and effective way to improve humanitarian aid.

Hafiz Amirrol

Thank you. | think that is a very honest opinion. Thank you.

Okay, let’s move to the next topic. Thank you for your contribution. Now
you pick whichever group. And that group can just pick one topic. The

group member can help.

Student D

We are very fortunate here in Japan. 1 think that we need to understand
that we are given a very fortunate situation. We have to have some
knowledge about countries where humanitarian aid is needed, so we would

like to help them in the right way.

Hafiz Amirrol
But you are referring to which video? Don’t say all.

Student D

The last one, Angel.

Hafiz Amirrol
Why you pick Angel?
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Student D
This is because there was a scene that they were reconstructing a school or
the house.

Hafiz Amirrol
Speaking of reconstruction of the school and the house. How do you relate
that process to the issue of child protection? Pick someone else to answer.

Quick, we have only 5 minutes.

I asked him why he picked the “Story of Angel” and he said that it is because
there was the reconstruction of the school and the house. My question was
how can the process of reconstruction of the school be relevant to the issue

of child protection?

Student E

If humanitarian workers take over the reconstruction of the school and
houses, it helps children to be free from those work and gives them study
time instead. So, | think volunteering work is related to the issue of child

protection.

Hafiz Amirrol
Thank you for that answer and the reflection. Now you pick one last group

and let them choose whichever video.

Student F
We talked about gender violence video. It said women’s right is not
respected. | realize we have to deal with the unique problems of women

such as a privacy issue during disaster.

Hafiz Amirrol
Excellent. Thank you. 1 am sure there is a lot more. One last point,

anyone wants to add to this? Anyone? No, okay.

I am sure you have a lot more because | saw some have written quite a lot,
but we do not have time to finish everything. Thank you for your

participation. The point of this exercise is again not to test you or not to get
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the correct answer. Itis more about using your imagination by watching the
videos, and try to come out with your own self opinion. This is because
becoming a humanitarian worker is not always about looking for the right
answer but to ask the right question. | have worked in the humanitarian
field for more than 15 years and if you asked me about SPHERE standards, |
do not know. | cannot remember all. If you ask me about humanitarian
principles, | will not be able to tell you the correct answer. Again, do not
worry if you are confused but | hope when you go back home, please
remember that it is important to be self-critical and to always use your
imagination to ask the correct question. Thank you very much.
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Kobe University Secondary School

. emercy’
Introduction to GO REERE y
Humanitarian Action and Our humanitarian
Other Related Matters _
emercy journey
ion to Humanitaria Action and Othe Related Matters m ted Matters m

6 groups

Sphere Standards and

Humanitarian principles the Humanitarian charter

Gender-based violence in

. End the war on children
emergencies

Humanitarian aid for

Rohingya refugees Story of a girl named Angel

Provide your
reflection on:

Why does it matter?

How can this contribute to the development of a safer
world for everyone?

How can you contribute? — What role can you play?
Based on your observation and/or experience, what is
lacking and can be improved?

Others..... (add your own group’s additional points)

10 minutes
each group

Humanitarian
principles
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Humanitarian aid for Story of a girl

Rohingya refugees

named Angel
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Kobe University Secondary School

wmercy

Thank you

T: +6 03 7733 5920
F:+6 03 7733 4920
info@mercy.org.my
mercy.org.my
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January 10th, 2020 "Disaster and Gender" Questionnaire
The total number of returned questionnaire:127

Q1: I became interested in (63), 2. Neither (48), 3.1 could not take interest (14), DK(2)

2: Please tell us what impression you have got in today’s lecture.
Q p y g y

There are many children in the world who do not have many opportunities to learn and are forced
to take up arms. And there are some places where women's rights are not yet protected.

Many children around the world are sexually victimized. Various humanitarian activities have
been conducted and those measurements have been updated to provide more suitable support.

After I watched “Gender-based Violence in Emergencies” video, I realized that gender-related
violence is still a huge problem.

About Save the Children video, I realized that there are children in the world who are forced to
fight on the battlefield.

I was able to comprehend that disasters have made it difficult for many people to live a normal life.
There are not only disasters but also politics and wars affecting every aspect of people’s lives.

What the most struck me was that children are unable to study and are compelled to fight in war,
moreover, there is gender-based discrimination. Also, it was good for me to know the SPHERE
Standards.

The lecture was entirely new because it was the first time I heard and thought about humanitarian
assistance. In particular, it was impressive to discuss the reason why “Independence” is necessary
in the principle.

We talked if there is anything we can do for violence and sexual abuse against children in conflict
areas, but we could not come up with a good solution. I felt that there is nothing I could do for
people in need. However, I realized that it is very important to keep thinking about these matters.

I watched various videos and wrote my thoughts for each of them.

About Angel's story

Watching videos about humanitarian aid from five points of views made me think this matter
through.

It struck me the fact that even children were sent to war.

I learned the importance and the difficulty of adjusting humanitarian principals to a local
situation.

It was a significant learning opportunity that I found a contrast between how many people struggle
in the war zone and how fortunate we are living in a peaceful country.

About GBV: Gender Based Violence, I thought that it is essential for both women and men to
oppose GBV and work to gain gender equality.

In today’s lecture, there were kinds of complicated agendas that we could not draw a conclusion
simply.

I learned for the first time that some children live in areas affected by volcano eruption.

It 1s good to know for me that there are certain guidelines for humanitarian aid. Without those, I
think humanitarian workers can not engage in support and do activities well.

I have been most impressed with various gender-related problems in the lecture.
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If you look at the globe, there are children in the world who cannot receive sufficient education
due to conflicts and disasters. I thought it is crucial that we continuously formulate humanitarian
principles and have a global consensus on those.

I grasped that humanitarian principles and guidelines made it possible to provide fair support to
people in need. I felt that it is important for us to do qualitative and efficient support instead of
quantitative one.

I was deeply impressed by the images of the tsunamai.

Watching videos on people's distress from disaster gave me a good understanding of their situation.

It shocked me to know the fact children are targeted and recruited to join the military. I
comprehended another issue that we have to deal with women’s unique problems during disasters.

To protect human dignity and respect human rights should highly be prioritized and to establish
the principles of humanitarian aid make it achievable to provide more advanced assistance
methods.

Things the most memorable today was that the lecturer emphasized composing “right” questions
should be weighted more than providing the right answers. I comprehended that we were
required to apply our creativity and to ask the right questions for a better understanding.

We must mitigate the number of children who are involved in and suffered from war.

I noticed that a variety of gender issues. Looking at matters all over the world such as gender-
related issues, children and people in the war zones, I noticed that we are quite free from those
issues fortunately.

Watching “End the War On Children” video, I was surprised one in three people are sexually
abused. The concept of humanitarian aid consists of 4 perspectives: Humanity, Neutrality,
Impartiality, and Independence.

The way of providing humanitarian assistance in the event of a disaster.

It was very exciting because it was my first time that all the students from the four classes
participated in a group discussion together.

About the contents of the videos

About Humanitarian principles and SPHERE Standards for all humanitarian aid workers.

I learned that there are some agendas for SPHERE Standards, and we should keep focusing on
principles since they are the most fundamental things in order to proceed with humanitarian
activities.

That children living in developing countries do not have opportunities to study sufficiently and
have difficulties in their lives.

I understood even supporting side has certain rules and regulations. I was surprised by
that and this is because I have never heard of this. In addition, I grasped that there are some
measurements which enabled supporters to work smoothly, and I felt how people in disaster helped
each other.

I found out it is useful to link between disaster and gender because it brings us diverse viewpoints
to seek solutions.

What impressed me most was the humanitarian principles, since I have not thought about them
and it made me think deeply.

Knowing the fundamental principles of humanitarian assistance was an good chance to think again
about what humanitarian aid is.




Even though we have studied on gender equality at one of the classes repeatedly, I digested it well
when we watched the videos on actual situations.

I noticed that there was a big gap between just knowing the situations and thinking about what we
actually could do.

I was deeply impressed by the fact that even relatively small problems not on the news had a huge
impact on people’s lives.

I have heard about disasters, gender issues, and children in disasters around the world, however, I
have never heard of the word: Humanitarian aid. I thought it was a very relevant idea and concept
for solving problems around the world.

I re-realized that living in Japan is somewhat fortunate.

It was the first time to know that the number of violence against women increases at the time of
disaster.

At the disaster relief, I found out that there are issues of gender and refugee.

About three “L”s: Look, Listen, Link.

And about the necessity of the manual for aid workers, I think it is easy to improve and is possible
to identify problems.

That children involved in war. There are guidelines that clearly state that people hold the right
to receive aid equally regardless of their birth, religion and so forth. Considering their hardship, I
realized once again that we are in a very privileged environment.

Since I could not understand some contents of the videos, I could not think of topics deeply. “The
Save the Children” video left a very strong impression of a girl who was raped by three soldiers
until she fainted.

About gender-based violence.

I would like to have explanations about videos in Japanese because I could not see the subtitles of
the videos and it was difficult to hear the sound.

That MERCY Malaysia is very active in several areas.

To my surprise, relief activities have a firm policy. And MERCY Malaysia has been active
worldwide for 20 years.

Watching videos made me imagine easily people’s unfortunate situation and left me a strong
impression.

In the video "End the War On Children," I learned about the tough situation of the children and
realized how blessed we are, and at the same time, I felt bad about our far fortunate situation.

Some children are at risk of losing their lives every day. As I am in Japan, I could not imagine
what is really like.

How gender relates to disaster.

The fact that some children are abused by their fathers and that an active volcano interferes with
people’s daily life.

That we have to evaluate the situation based on local people’s culture and values. I understood
that doing so requires us to apprehend our own situation first. Also, having our opinions are more
meaningful than just seeking correct answers.
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Some children around the world are not only unable to go to school to help their families, but also
being forced to fight and even some are sexually exploited.

There are current measurements in disaster areas and their related problems.

Having guidelines enables aid workers to respond flexibly in a self-reliance manner. Three “L’s :
Learn, Listen, Link make it possible to develop more effective support.

It was shocking that children were forced to participate in war. I thought it was problematic that
they could not even have a safe living environment.

It was good for me to hear my classmates' diverse opinions.

I had a difficulty to follow a lecturer’s instruction.

There are various obstacles to carry out humanitarian aid activities.

I was impressed by the efforts of people working on various problems.

There are guidelines and humanitarian principles in disaster assistance, and I thought that it
would be enough to simply do volunteering and raise funds, but I realized it is not sufficient at
all. T learned that it would be very difficult to change the values of the local community and that
it would not be a fundamental solution even if donations and volunteers were sent from Japan to
support children and women in disaster areas.

According to the video: Story of Angel, I noticed that it is necessary to reconstruct and rebuild
houses which were damaged by volcano eruption. However, children had to work as adults was
problematic.

Through watching five videos, I was able to consider about disaster and gender. I felt that the
situations of each child were much various depending on their surrounding environment and they
have massive impacts on their lives.

I grasped that it is important to pay attention to equality and neutrality in support activities.

It was also found that the contents of the aid could be either appropriate or inappropriate ones.
What I learned was all of humanitarian aid would be not always helpful to some degree.

About the lyrics of songs played in the “Story of Angel”.

There are many unfortunate people around the world and several organizations are working to
help them now.

I was able to learn about the children living in a different environment from ours in Japan.

Issues of disaster and gender seemed to happen in faraway foreign countries and they have not
been familiar and realistic to me. However, when I saw the pictures of people actually providing
support, I realized that only a small number of people are living in a peaceful country like Japan.

I considered the importance of humanitarian aid once again and also the necessity of three “L”s:
Look, Listen, and Link.

What I realized was things we take for granted are not so in other countries, and in that sense, I
felt grateful to live in Japan.

About hidden gender issues in our society and a kind of disaster that Japan has not experienced.

I re-realized that women's rights are not respected and this is a huge problem.

It is true that establishing global standards may be crucial, but I thought it is also necessary to set
some kinds of local ones, however, it 1s difficult to decide how detailed the standards should be.




When I heard about the life of children in Indonesia, I was surprised at how different from ours. I
was able to hear the various opinions of my classmates.

I learned that one out of three people experienced GBV and there is an underlying gender gap
problem globally. We are somehow lucky we do not have issues like GBV in Japan.

Thank you for letting us learn MERCY Malaysia's activities.

In the exchange of opinions within our group, there were many interesting opinions.

I realized that they say Japan is prone to disasters, yet I found out that the number of disasters
which cause devastating damage to our lives is not so many. And Japan is not in war either. 1
appreciate that these make it possible to construct a safe and peaceful country.

I did not even consider that gender inequality has led to violence. I felt somehow we, high school
students could not do any supportive activities.

It has become clear that problems occurring in the event of disaster in Japan are also seen in other
areas of the world.

Q3: Is there anything you wanted to have further explanation?

About the contents of the videos

I would like to have a brief summary of each video in Japanese.

About SPHERE Standards

I had a difficultly to comprehend the contents of the video: “Story of Angel.”

I thought it was unfortunate that children studied in a makeshift building covered by blue sheets
in the video: “Story of Angel.”

About the situation in the Middle East

I wanted to listen to Angel's story more.

I would like to know the meaning of the lyrics in Angel's video.

There was not much explanation of the contents of the videos, so I could understand a little about
them. I wanted you to explain it in more detail.

I would like to know what we can do for children in need and to learn a different perspective other
than ours.

Although I recognized war and its relative issues, I was in trouble to perceive some of them.
Having more examples might help us to understand of them.

About human trafficking

That children were forced to participate in war.

The video was in English, so it was difficult to grasp fully. I wanted an explanation in Japanese.

That the situations of schools in Indonesia

I could not understand the videos well. I think that lecturing each theme in Japanese might
promote our comprehension of it more.

About the lyrics of the song in Angel's video.

I wanted to know more about what we can do to protect children from war. I wondered how aid
workers could support people in need because it seemed to involve a lot of risks.
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It was hard for me to digest the linkage between disaster and gender. I could not see the videos
very well, so I wanted you to explain them more.

About sexual discrimination during disasters

About the video: “End the War On Children”

More about Humanitarian Charter

I hoped if there were more time to share the outcomes of our discussions.

I would like to know more about why Angel lives like that. Was it her usual life or because of a
volcanic eruption?

About an overview of the workshop

Are there any specific examples of GBV?

Regarding disaster and gender issues in Japan, are there any familiar issues to us?

That difficulties of “saving everyone” and sharing information at the event of disaster.

To apprehend the content of the video was challenging because those were in English, thus it was
hard to think the topics thoroughly.

I could not understand the contents of the videos. Especially in the video: “Story of Angel,” the
song itself was the story, so it would be nice if we have Japanese translation of it.

I would like to have handouts of technical words in Japanese, so that I could obtain more
information from the lecture overall.

About the scale of the organization introduced in the lecture and its relationship with Japan, etc.

What I would like to know is economic status of Malaysia.

About UNESCO's activities

If T had prior knowledge, I might be able to follow the details of the videos.

About Gender-based Violence in Emergencies video, I could not imagine well how sexual violence
occurred in emergencies.

About people’s situations and values in the war zone. I wanted to get an overview of each video
before watching it. Knowing the theme of discussion beforehand might promote our argument
further.

I think it would more helpful to have a clarification of the technical words for each topic.

The videos were in English, so it was difficult to grasp them fully.

About the situation of each country

About other kinds of disasters and gender issues

I think if there was a little explanation before watching videos, I could absorb them more and see
them from a different perspective.

How the SPHERE Standards was established.

In the first half of the lecture, I wanted the lecturer to make it clear what we would do in the
workshop.

About actual activities in disaster sites




About the background information of six topics; the reason why you were giving a lecture on this
theme combining disaster and gender. I assumed it was not a common combination of those two
topics.

I want you to add a Japanese translation to the handouts.

About sources of funding

What we should discuss and summarize about, especially the humanitarian principles.

Q4: Is there any other theme regarding disaster and gender beyond today’s lesson’s
content?

About problems caused by gender differences during disasters.

About SPHERE Standards

Hidden gender issues in Japan

About gender stereotyping of women and the “glass ceiling”

About water shortage

I would like you to include issues of LGBT people because there were already a lot of topics about
women in today’s lecture.

I wanted to know more specific topics related to disaster.

Is Mercy Malaysia a NPO? Is it an organization by Malaysian or by people from other countries?

Is Mercy Malaysia a NPO? Is it a project by Malaysian and other people or countries?

About overseas cases of reconstruction after typhoons and earthquakes

What kinds of measurements are taken in countries prone to disasters like Japan.

About other kinds of disasters and gender issues

The future problems of global warming

About other kinds of disasters and gender issues

About climate change

Hygiene problems at the time of disasters

Gender issues consist of various dimensions and of course Japan has the same kinds of problems.
I would like you to refer to gender issues in the working environment at both developing and
advanced countries.

In today’s lecture, only issues of humanitarian assistance activities in developing countries were
taught, so I would like you to introduce those of advanced countries as well.

About Humanitarian aid for Rohingya refugees

That problems in evacuation sites in Japan and how gender-sensitivity is taken into consideration
in terms of how to make a list of victims’ names, sanitary facilities; shower rooms, toilets, and
reasonable living spaces.

How gender relates to disaster.

About living conditions in evacuation sites
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I think that sometimes women are more privileged than men. It might be said that some cases are
reverse discrimination against men.

In the lecture next time, it would be good for us to learn gender issues regarding temporary
housing after disaster in Japan.

To what extent reconstruction support should be provided.

What we can do for disasters and gender issues.

I wondered how we could prevent gender-related problems in evacuation sites.

About restoration activity and aid workers’ mental health

I realized that I did not know anything about disaster measurements in Japan, thus I want you to
take up our issues as well.

What are Japan's specific activities to disaster areas?

What initiatives for the vulnerable people at the time of disaster.

The topic today was about volcanoes in Malaysia, but Japan has suffered from earthquakes,
therefore, we might think easily over more familiar topics like earthquakes.

I would like to know any problems LGBTQ people are struggling during disaster.

I wanted to learn more about the Sumatra Earthquake.

I would like to explore further about disaster prevention in Indonesia.

I would like to watch documentary films about the Middle East.

About the “glass ceiling” and women's participation in society.

Any regional and gender differences in terms of reconstruction after earthquakes.

About the video: “End the War On Children”

The differences between disaster relief in other countries and that in Japan.

Problems and agendas of volunteers’ side

Gender equality in the workforce. And are there any other possible problems among areas prone to
fewer disasters?

About measurements to prevent gender-related crime

Are there any rules of emergency response in events of disaster?

I would like to know actual gender related problems occurred in disaster. When those happened,
how did you solve them, or not?

About gender and the wage gap

What is the objective of MERCY Malaysia?

What are any differences in disasters caused by climate change between Japan and Indonesia?

Elderly people and disasters

Government and/or public sectors’ activities related to disasters

I would like to know the differences in damages by a type of disaster.

Child protection




Q5: Please tell us what you felt about the lecture, questions and so on.

Today’s lecture encouraged me a lot to look into more stories of people who went through disasters.

How do aid workers support people when they do not understand a local language?

I wondered how areas prone to natural disasters such as Southeast Asia and Africa deal with
problems.

I was able to recognize the activities of MERCY Malaysia and consider those of other organizations
too.

This gave us a good opportunity to think over disaster-related issues and try to seek any
contribution to those.

I was surprised that there are guidelines for humanitarian assistance such as the SPHERE
Standards.

I noticed that just giving away anything was not a good way to support people.

It was a very good lecture since there were many agendas that I had never thought of and I could
not hear of firsthand in my daily life.

In terms of gender equality especially, Japan is worse than other countries.

It made me think again the importance of referring to measurements rather than dealing with only
my own country’s issues.

Watching videos helped me to absorb the contexts of the lecture.

Overall, I wanted the lecturer to explain topics in detail.

I deepened my thoughts about the topics from the videos and shared them with the group.

I learned a lot from the lecture because I do not usually think profoundly about disasters.

I felt I had to thank our privilege of living in good environment in my country.

I have been interested in volunteering, and this lecture encouraged me to do support people who
suffered from disasters in the future. If I have a chance to do so, I would try to do it by considering
what kinds of support meet their needs.

I understood well that disaster volunteers are required to grasp victims’ various conditions.

Unfortunately, the video subtitles were hard to watch. I wanted to have translation of videos. And
the workshop time was relatively short, so that I could not pursue my idea sufficiently.

It was difficult to digest the contents of the videos in English, but I somehow managed to think it
thoroughly.

There were several topics that I had no experience while living in Japan.

I am glad to hear the opinions and viewpoints of the lecturer who actually does humanitarian aid
work overseas.

I thought they were difficult problems, but I thought I should not turn my face away from them.

Since I noticed many facts for the first time, I would like to explore further knowledge.

Thank you for your wonderful lecture. At the workshop, noting clearly that there were no right
answers encouraged me to think freely about topics from each video.
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In the last part of the workshop, It was very impressive to hear that the important point was
not to seek the right answers but to expand our imagination to obtain a better understanding.
Sometimes the correct answers are required, but usually there are no right answers at all, so I felt
once again that it is essential to try to use our own judgment and define which is appropriate.

Thank you for letting us have a valuable discussion this time.

I had a chance to think about disasters and women's rights from my Girl Scouts activities. I was
glad to acknowledge something new this time. In Japan, I heard that at the time of a disaster
there are safe shelters and food stored well enough, and measurements to distribute goods
equally. In this sense, our situation is very fortunate. We have no choice over where we are born.
Therefore, I apprehended that we have to do what we can do for unfortunate people.

At first, I did not quite follow the purpose and the process of the workshop, yet I thought that
the method of discussion was new and interesting. The topic from the video: “End the War On
Children” is such a huge problem, thus we could not come up with a possible solution from our
discussion.

A new approach of the workshop, such as sharing a single agenda through a dialogue among the
group members, stimulated our understanding and imagination.

What I felt was it is extremely effortful to break so called “negative feedback loop” because the
picked-up issues in this lecture were deeply complicated.

I had an exclusive image that most of humanitarian aid are done by developing countries. It was
good for me to recognize the organizations from Southeast Asia are also active.

The idea that three "L" s: Look, Listen, and Link provides a safeguard of people's psychological
wellness at the time of disaster.

Last month, I attended a lecture by a person who is practicing medical activities overseas and I
learned that there are various means of support and it is critical to meet the demands of disaster
victims. What I comprehended from today’s lecture was looking at a lot of information, listening
and connecting them (Look, Listen, Link) might help to find needs.

It was good to recognize global gender issues.

It was my first time to attend a lecture in English and I was worried at first, but I could understand
it correctly because of the interpretation. Although topics were very challenging to tackle, it was a
precious experience to consider those issues in-depth.

It was hard for me to construct any solutions because I thought Japan has never encountered such
problems. Also, I was not familiar with most of the topics and I could not have concrete images
of them because I heard of them for the first time. Now on, therefore, we think about how we can
change our mindset in order to deal with the above issues as our own problems.

Our generation has to solve several kinds of problems coming along and so I would like to try to
think better ideas over.

I perceived that several regions and countries are supported by the activities from organizations
like MERCY Malaysia.

The questions and the procedures for each theme were well illustrated, so I was able to consider
topics on my own. Analyzing neutrality and independence regarding humanitarian relief was new
to me because I have never had a chance to think off those two.

There were many difficult themes. Insufficient protection of children and gender discrimination
were awfully problematic. In particular, it was very important to protect children safely and to
ensure women and men are treated equally with the help of volunteers since it was pretty tough
for them just carrying out normal lives during disasters.




I'd like to take a look at the news and think about it, keeping in mind what I've learned.

Japan is a peaceful country, I thought that we might not be able to accept well the reality that
other countries faced like gender discrimination and abused children. To overcome it, it is the key
for every one of us, Japanese, try to be aware of these facts.

Based on five topics from the videos, I was able to deepen my thought by discussing various issues.

What I found out was that worldwidely recognized problems, for instance, children in war cannot
be solved without multiple approaches.

It was hard to watch the videos from the back of the classroom.

How many support groups are there now? What are the major initiatives?

I renewed my idea that we took for granted was not common in other countries. It was a difficult
task to come up with an answer from just a little thought.

I felt it took a lot of effort to move on a discussion only based on the information from the videos.
It is necessary to think about these issues in a continuous manner in order to apply our ideas and
experiences next time.

I realized that I have to engage positively with the discussion topics in today’s lecture, however,
unfortunately, I could not have any interest in them.

In today’s lecture, there were several striking topics. I am a woman and often face gender issues
in my everyday life, yet, I have not thought about a link between disaster and gender, and I have
never put myself in catastrophe, therefore, I would like to proceed to gain detailed information.

I felt the lecture theme was very challenging. It was hard for me to visualize problems which are
unique to developing countries.

I grasped five themes regarding disaster and gender. I could relate what I comprehended today to
the other gender issues I have learned from the other classes.

It was an interesting subject, but I could not formulate my idea easily. I wanted to know why
neutrality is necessary for principles.

Why did you decide to join in humanitarian aid activities?

To my surprise, I observed throughout the discussion even Japanese have diverse opinions on
gender.
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Comments and questions from Kobe University Secondary School students and answers from Mr. Amirrol

Class 1

About the lecture in general

1.

| would like you to explain about the situation in the Middle East.

In the Middle East and North Africa (MENA), protracted armed conflicts, civil unrest and political instability
continue to generate high levels of humanitarian need. Conflict in Yemen and ongoing hostilities in Syria in
particular have created the world’s most extreme humanitarian crises. While the situation in Iraq is
stabilizing, IDPs and returnees continue to suffer from the impact of the conflict. In Libya and the occupied

Palestinian territory, unrest is likely to continue.

About the guidebook
Which guidebook?

About Sphere Standards

You can get detail information here: https://spherestandards.org/

And download the PDF here: https://spherestandards.org/handbook/editions/

About the content of the video
The videos are basic introduction to some of the important issues and areas of works in the humanitarian

sector. Hopefully the videos can help to introduce these important aspects of humanitarian works.

About the Story of Angel video, her opinions, etc.
As discussed, Angel is a real life story of a young girl that has been a victim of an on-going disaster (volcano
eruption®). Her life story inspires people to keep on being resilient, and never give up on education.

*Mount Sinabung: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Sinabung

I would like you to explain that war and related problems people suffer.

More people are being displaced by war and conflict. The number of forcibly displaced people rose from
59.5 million in 2014 to 68.5 million in 2017. One of the suffering that people affected by war and crisis is on
food security. In just two years between 2015 and 2017, the number of people experiencing crisis-level food
insecurity or worse increased from 80 million to 124 million people. The average humanitarian crisis now
lasts more than nine years. Nearly three quarters of people targeted to receive assistance in 2018 are in
countries affected by humanitarian crisis for seven years or more. This has been the case in many war-torn
countries like Syria, Yemen, Palestine, Iraq, and previously in Congo, Armenia, Afghanistan and more.

What we can do for children in need of support.

To learn more, you can visit Save the Children’s and UNICEF’s website. There are a lot of things that we can
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do to support children in need, and to reduce their humanitarian burden.
About the meaning of the lyrics of the song which played at the Story of Angel.

Song name: Berita Kepada Kawan (News for Friends)

Singer: Ebiet G. Ade

This trip feels very sad

Perjalanan ini terasa sangat menyedihkan

It's a shame you don't sit next to me friend

Sayang engkau tak duduk di sampingku kawan

Many stories that you should watch

Banyak cerita yang mestinya kau saksikan

On the dry ground of the rocks

Di tanah kering bebatuan

My body was shaken by a stone road

Tubuhku terguncang dihempas batu jalanan

Heart trembled to appear dry grass

Hati tergetar menampak kering rerumputan

This trip also seems like a witness

Perjalanan ini pun seperti jadi saksi

The little shepherd cries sadly

Gembala kecil menangis sedih

My friend, try to hear what the answer is

Kawan coba dengar apa jawabnya

When he asks why
Ketika ia kutanya mengapa
His mother and father died long ago

Bapak ibunya telah lama mati
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Swallowed by this land’s disaster

Ditelan bencana tanah ini

Arriving at sea

Sesampainya di laut

| explained everything

Kukabarkan semuanya

To the reef, to the waves, to the sun

Kepada karang, kepada ombak, kepada matahari

But all is silent

Tetapi semua diam

But all are mute

Tetapi semua bisu

Leaving me alone

Tinggallah ku sendiri

Staring at the sky

Terpaku menatap langit

Perhaps there is an answer there

Barangkali di sana ada jawabnya

Why is there a disaster on my land

Mengapa di tanahku terjadi bencana

Maybe God is getting bored

Mungkin Tuhan mulai bosan

Looking at our behavior

Melihat tingkah kita

Which is always wrong and are proud of sins
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Yang selalu salah dan bangga dengan dosa-dosa

Or nature begins to be reluctant

Atau alam mulai enggan

Be friendly with us

Bersahabat dengan kita

Let's ask the swaying grass

Coba kita bertanya pada rumput yang bergoyang

My friend, try to hear what the answer is

Kawan coba dengar apa jawabnya

When he asks why

Ketika ia kutanya mengapa

His mother and father died long ago

Bapak ibunya telah lama mati

Swallowed by this land’s disaster

Ditelan bencana tanah ini

Arriving at sea

Sesampainya di laut

| explained everything

Kukabarkan semuanya

To the reef, to the waves, to the sun

Kepada karang, kepada ombak, kepada matahari

But all is silent

Tetapi semua diam

But all are mute

Tetapi semua bisu
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| am alone

Tinggal aku sendiri

Staring at the sky

Terpaku menatap langit

Perhaps there is an answer there

Barangkali di sana ada jawabnya

Why is there a disaster on my land

Mengapa di tanahku terjadi bencana

Maybe God is getting bored

Mungkin Tuhan mulai bosan

Looking at our behavior

Melihat tingkah kita

Which is always wrong and feeling proud of sins

Yang selalu salah dan bangga dengan dosa-dosa

Or nature begins to be reluctant

Atau alam mulai enggan

To be friendly with us

Bersahabat dengan kita

Let's ask the swaying grass

Coba kita bertanya pada rumput yang bergoyang

9. About Angel's life

Refer to answer for question 5.

10. Children were sent to war.

It is totally wrong and goes against the Child Protection Convention.

11. The situation of schools in Indonesia.
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Schools in Indonesia are generally good. However, due to the large size of the country, some schools and
educational facilities in certain districts and areas are left behind with minimum infrastructure and

facilities.

12. How do you help people when supporters do not understand their language?
Localization is an important aspect in the delivery of humanitarian aid and assistance. One aspect of
localized action is to speak and communicate using local languages. Miscommunication is a serious issue
and could lead to problems such as coordination and trust from the society.

13. Overview of Mercy Malaysia activities and who were they in those activities?
MERCY Malaysia works on a wide range of activities related to humanitarian assistance, disaster risk
reduction, sustainable development and so on. To understand more on what we do, you can visit our
website (mery.org.my), and also our Facebook page (facebook.com/MERCYMalaysia).

Class 2

About the lecture in general

1.

I would like to know how gender relates to disaster.

Both women and men are part of the same society, which, as we know, does not mean have the same
rights, education and options to manage, neither in ‘normal’ times, nor when a disaster strikes. Therefore,
acknowledging issues, challenges and opportunities relating to gender and disaster are important in
ensuring that all humanitarian and development assistance will reach those in needs, without any

discrimination.

Sexual discrimination during disasters

Gender-based violence, including rape, human trafficking, domestic violence and other forms of
discrimination is known to increase exponentially during and after disasters. Most disasters place an undue
burden on women and girls who are responsible for unpaid work such as providing care, water and food for
households. However, if tackled properly, disaster can create opportunities for women as agents of change.

Disasters can also provide an opportunity to redress gender disparities.

About Humanitarian aid for Rohingya refugees
To get an overview on humanitarian aid for Rohingya refugees, this link is helpful:

www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis

About gender and sexual minority -sensitive measurements in disaster.

| do not understand this question, but | have attached a PDF document on Gender and Inclusion. | hope this
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will help to answer this question.

5. Does really a girl from the video live like that? How did it change her ordinary life after the volcano eruption?
That is Angel’s real house and school. What was documented was based on her daily routine. She came
from a poor family but things gets worse (her school was destroyed, and her mother’s farm is affected by
the volcano eruption) after the disaster.

6. Specific examples of GBV
See answer for Question 2 above

7. Disaster and gender issues in Japan, are there any familiar topics to us?

I am not fully aware of any specific issues relating to disaster and gender in Japan. But | have come across
many documents and literature related to this issue. This is one for your reference:
http://www.gender.go.jp/english _contents/about danjo/whitepaper/pdf/2012-01.pdf

8. What we can do to protect children from war.

There is no straight answer to this as the issue is a complex one. But to get some understanding on this, you
can read on here:
www.icrc.org/en/doc/war-and-law/protected-persons/children/overview-protected-children.htm

9. | would like you to give us an overview of each video.

Each videos are simple explanation on each specific topics. The videos is not intended to provide answers
and solutions to each issues, but is hoped to provide some introduction to the issues that are important in
the humanitarian and disaster risk reduction sector.

Class 3

About the lecture in general

1.

| would like to have a little bit more explanation of technical words because most of them were not familiar to
me.

May | have the technical words for me to try to explain them.

Various perspectives from each region, such as comprehension of the war situation.
Each regions and geographical context have their own specific issues, challenging and uniqueness.

Therefore, localized approaches are important in responding to each different context.

About Gender-based violence in emergencies
Gender-based violence, including rape, human trafficking, domestic violence and other forms of

discrimination is known to increase exponentially during and after disasters. Most disasters place an undue
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burden on women and girls who are responsible for unpaid work such as providing care, water and food for
households. However, if tackled properly, disaster can create opportunities for women as agents of change.

Disasters can also provide an opportunity to redress gender disparities.

4. The most prioritized issue
To identify what are the issues to be prioritized, needs assessment is very important and is a must in every
humanitarian action. Humanitarians also function on the basis of rights-base approach, where human

rights, together with the humanitarian principles must be adhered to.

5. Scale of the organization introduced and its relationship with Japan, etc.

| do not understand this question.

6. About Malaysia's economic status

You can read it here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Malaysia

7. That difficulty of the notion “saving everyone” and the way of sharing information to make it possible.
Humanitarian works cannot save everyone, nor it can save the world. But we must carry on to believe that
no matter how small our humanitarian efforts and initiative, it will bring some meaning to someone, and

your correct action might have big impacts to people in need.

Information sharing is important. In the humanitarian world, there are various platforms for effective
information sharing such as:

https://reliefweb.int/

https://www.preventionweb.net/english/

https://www.unocha.org/our-work/information-management

https://ahacentre.org/disaster-monitoring/

https://www.emdat.be/

and many others.

8. How many support groups are there now?

Which support group (type, from where?)
9. What kinds of initiatives are there?

Initiatives on what? | need a more detailed question to understand.

Class 4

About the lecture in general
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About “Keywords”

May | have the technical words for me to try to explain them.

Humanitarian principles
It was explained briefly in the video, but you can read more here:

https://www.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/OOM-humanitarianprinciples _eng Junel2.pdf

Source of funds
Here is a good, easy-to-understand read on source of funds for NGOs:

https://www.fundsforngos.org/alternative-fundraising/3-major-sources-of-funding-for-ngos/

About the first video’s concept

The first video was on MERCY Malaysia. You can read more on us here: https://www.mercy.org.my/

The video on humanitarian aid

”

Actual activities in the fields

”

How do they draft Sphere Standards?
The Sphere Standards was drafted through a process of consultations, writing, re-writing, editing, etc. To
know more on how it was written, read here:

https://www.spherestandards.org/sphere-handbook-revision-off-to-a-great-start/

Other kinds of disasters and related gender issues
It can be any kind of disasters, as gender is a cross-cutting issue for many different situation, time and

condition.

About 6 topics
??

The reason why you gave us a lecture on the theme combining two topics: Disaster and Gender.
Two main reasons: (1) it was the main theme of the UNESCO Chair project, and (2) gender is a cross-cutting

issue that must be addressed in any disaster situation, be it for pre and post-disaster situation.

| appreciate it very much if you could explain more about the main topic in the lecture.

Please refer to the attached PDF file: Gender and Disaster.pdf
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Question
1. Whyis “Independence” necessary in the principle?
Humanitarian action must be autonomous from the political, economic, military or other objectives that any

actor may hold with regard to areas where humanitarian action is being implemented.

2. Why did you decide to join in humanitarian aid activities?

Because | believe that | should contribute to the society with whatever little knowledge and skills that | have.
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Mr. Hafiz Amirrol s lecture on 8th January at Kobe University was cancelled due to storm alerts.
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Gender and Inclusion in
Disaster Risk Reduction and
Building Resilient Communities
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MALAYSIA

Hafiz Amirrol
Head of Strategic Planning, MERCY Malaysia

Kobe University UNESCO Chair Summer Program on Gender and Vulnerability in Disaster Risk Reduction Support
8 January 2020
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Disaster trends by continents
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Disaster events by continents 2019, and the trend continues...
» 115 emergency events between January and November
» Affecting 31 countries
» Over 54 million people affected
Source: M-DAT: The OFDA/CRED International Disaster Database, 2019 Source: Asia-Pacific Partnership for Disaster Risk Reduction, UNDRR, 2019
Drivers of risk
Unplanned urbanization
» Asia Pacific is home to 17 megacities, and 22 are projected in 2040.
+ Asia is home to over 2/3rd of population living in informal settlements.
* 90 percent of urban expansion in developing countries is near hazard-
OUR ACTION?
Environmental degradation -
» Logging and land clearances have depleted natural protection and
increased the risk of floods and landslides.
Poverty and inequality
* Income inequalities grew in almost 40 per cent of all countries.
» Disasters impact vulnerable groups and their capacities are not
sufficiently utilized.

It's complex: let’s deal with it

While it can be practical to categorize risk so
that we can delegate responsibility to different
organizations, institutions or individuals, we

need to incentivize transdisciplinary,
integrated, multi-sectoral risk

management and decision-making to
improve efficiency, reduce duplication of effort
and allow for connected, collective action.

If we don’t act
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Where we need to be

Where we need to go

Coherent actions

Sustainable
Development Goals

AAim: to promote a
globally comprehensive
development agenda

+ 244 indicators linked to
169 targets that
measure progress
towards meeting the
Sustainable

Development Goals.

Multilevel process:
national, regional global
and thematic- level
meetings with annual
High-level Political
Forum on Sustainable
Development to review
progress.

Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction

Aim: to increase
resilience to
disasters.

« 38 indicators, some
aligned with SDG
isaster indicators for
coherent reporting

UNDRR tasked
to

suppo
implementation,

follow-up and review.
Measured using the

online Sendai
Framework Monitor.

New Urban Agenda

Aim: to develop
sustainable cities.

« Outlines guiding
principles and key
components to
develop sustainable
urban areas.

Quadrennial reports
by UN-Habitat to
include inputs and
evaluate progress

P21

CcoP2:
(Paris Agreement)

Aim: to keep global
temperature rise
below 2°C above pre-
industrial levels

Countries submit
nationally determined
contributions (NDCs)
outlining short and
long-term actions to
reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

Al Parties to the
Agreement have
submitted NDCs and
will submit updated
NDCs by 2020.

Addis Ababa
Action Agenda

Aim: to increase

development

« More than 100

measures on
levelopment financing

and cooperation on
issues, including
technology, science,
trade and capacity-
building

United Nations Inter-
Agency Task Force
reports annually to
monitor progress on
AAAA financing
measures.

TOTAL DISASTER
RISK MANAGEMENT

Risk
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Important terminologies in DRM

Gender and Inclusion in Building Community Resilience wmercy

Gender and Inclusion in Building Community Resilience wmercy

FIRST PHASE — EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Alife-saving phase, its aim is to ensure that an effective response —
rescue efforts, fire fighting, emergency medical assistance and an
evacuation procedure — is in place when a disaster has taken place.

- Hazard - Reconstruction
- Disaster - Development
- Risk - Mitigation
- Vulnerability + Preparedness
- Capacity - Prevention
- Response - Recovery
. Relief . Safety Total Disaster Risk Management (TDRM) applies disaster risk
management to all the phases of the dlsastgr man_age_ment cycle —
- Rehabilitation - Resilient emergency resp;p;:érr:g:‘\e/:gr,er;rgﬁrlstls?n/m|t|gat|on and
Gender and Inclusion in Building Community Resilience wmercy' Gender and Inclusion in Building Community Resilience wmercy’

SECOND PHASE — RECOVERY

This phase involves rehabilitation and disaster-resilient reconstruction
efforts as well as appropriate land use planning, industrial rehabilitation
planning and livelihood support

THIRD PHASE — PREVENTION/ MITIGATION

This phase focuses on efforts to prevent or mitigate damage when a
disaster strikes

Gender and Inclusion in Building Community Resilience wmercy

Gender and Inclusion in Building Community Resilience wmercy'

FINAL PHASE — PREPAREDNESS

As it is important for any country to be prepared in the event of a disaster, this phase is
crucial as it places the importance of hazard maps, food and material stockpiling as well
as the preparation of emergency kits, to minimize the impact of a disaster.
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Group exercise
ACTIVITIES/TYPES
OF ASSISTANCE

GENDER-SENSITIVE
CONSIDERATIONS?

HOW DO YOU

PHASE CONTRIBUTE?

MAKING DRR
GENDER-
SENSITIVE

20 points checklist

Disaster risk reduction and gender are issues
cutting across socio-economic development
sectors. Making disaster risk reduction gender
sensitive is central to achieving sustainable

development. The checklist provides priority
areas to make disaster risk reduction

gender sensitive in technical, political, social,
developmental and humanitarian processes.

Technical process

nclu nity F

Adequate policy guidance and DRR program requires a technically sound
gender sensitive approach in the following areas:

1. Carry out gender-sensitive risk assessments, based on a
gender-based vulnerability analysis, taking into account
the practices of gender inequality in political, social,
cultural, and economic areas.

1. Enhance national and local early warning systems from a
gender perspective, taking the different needs and
different access between men and women to early
warning messages on potential and devastating hazards.

Technical process

3. Take action to increase women'’s capacity and
knowledge on gender sensitive risk assessment and
vulnerability analysis in disaster risk reduction.

3. Develop gender-sensitive indicators for disaster risk
reduction which will enable international organizations
and governments to monitor and assess the progress
made in gender sensitive disaster risk reduction.

Political process

nclusi in mmunity R

Governments and parliaments should demonstrate their political commitment
by translating the following action points into reality:

5. Establish a national coordinator in the national
committee and national platform for disaster risk
reduction to ensure the inclusion of gender perspectives
in the national agenda for disaster risk reduction.

5. Review existing national policy and plans for disaster
risk reduction from a gender perspective to ensure that
gender issues and women’s concerns will be addressed
at policy level.
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Political process

der sion in Build Com Resilience

7. Allocate a national budget for advocacy, capacity
building and programs which promotes gender gender-
sensitive disaster risk reduction (DRR).

7. Introduce legislation to provide legal support to
gender-sensitive DRR to make sure that both men and
women will participate in and benefit from national
policy, plan and financial resources equally in all DRR
activities.

Ger aind Inclusio

Social process

Governments, educational institutions and civil societies should increase their
investment in the following actions in order to create an enabling environment
for gender-sensitive disaster risk reduction:

9. Launch national and local campaigns on gender-
sensitive disaster risk reduction to increase citizens’
understanding of the subject through advocacy, national
debates, community meetings and social activities.

10.Engage the media to report on gender differences in
disaster risks, disaster vulnerability, as well as the
underlying factors that contributed to the gender
differences.

Social process

jer an c on in Build Comm y Resilienc

11.Introduce gender sensitive disaster risk reduction into
formal, informal and non-formal education to highlight
stories that promote various genders as leaders and
agent of change, in disaster risk reduction at both
national and community level.

12.Develop win-win partnerships and networks with
different stakeholder, especially those development
policy makers, planners and practitioners who'’s roles will
be essential in mainstreaming gender-sensitive DRR into
development sectors.

ser and Inclusio ng Community Resi

Development process

Development can either increase or decrease disaster risks. Community or
individual vulnerability to disasters is the result of unsustainable development.
Integrating gender sensitive disaster risk assessment into development
planning and programs promote gender equality and reduce gender-based
disaster risks and vulnerability tremendously, contributing to sustainable
development where both gender and disaster risk reduction are issues cutting
across every aspect of development.

13.Make gender-sensitive risk assessment a precondition
for any development planning at national and local level
so that gender perspectives and risk reduction concepts
will be applied at the beginning in any development.

Development process

der | on in Building Com Resilien

14. Mainstream gender-sensitive DRR in land use and urban
planning policies and strategies to promote disaster resilient
development and gender equality in land use and urban
planning.

14. Take action to enhance women’s leadership and role in
integrating DRR in natural resource management,
environment protection, and health education.

14. Encourage micro credit and micro finance programs to
provide more support to women who will use the financial
support to reduce their personal and community vulnerability
to disasters and increase their capacity to reduce their
disaster risks.

ding Community Resi

Humanitarian process

17.Develop a disaster contingency plan based on the results
of a gender sensitive vulnerably analysis and risk
assessment to address the different needs and concerns
between men and women during emergency caused by
natural hazards.

17.Mainstream gender needs and concerns into disaster
preparedness planning and storage of relief goods,
especially in preparation of emergency relief goods to
ensure that women'’s particular needs will be met during
disasters.
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Humanitarian process
19.Include women'’s participation in planning and
distribution of humanitarian assistance to address the
existing unequal access to and benefit from relief ( :O M M l | N I I Y
assistance.
20.Secure increased women'’s participation in disaster I a ES I L I E N C E
recovery and reconstruction planning and programs to
change the situation that women often do not have
enough voice in the disaster recovery process.
Community resilience indicator
A SAFE AND RESILIENT COMMUNITY ...
...is connected. ...understands ...has good ...knows and
It has relationships their level of planning and understand their
with external actors risk and procedures. available
who provide a wider vulnerability. They are engaged resources.
supportive They has the with the system to They recognizes
environment, and ability to assess, support disaster their value and
supply goods and manage and planning, has the ability to
services when monitor its risks. response and protect, enhance
needed. recovery. and maintain
them.
e
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PUBLIC JcoMmMuniTY

Conclusion

Disaster risks are growing, but so are opportunities.
Inclusion is required. Leave no one behind.

Focus on local action.

Engage the capacities of the most vulnerable populations.
Promote new technologies and innovations.

Take good practices to scale- build on progress to date.

N o aMowDnNpRE

Better understanding of the need for integrated DRR-DRM
approaches.
Actions must be coherent.

© ®

. Take home with you:

Take home with you

Hold discussions on concepts — what
does women’s empowerment mean, or
on meaningful engagement of the
elderly, people with disabilities, youth.

Unit 19-8
Menara Oval Damansara
685, Jalan Damansara
60000 Damansara

Kuala Lumpur

T: 46 03 7733 5920
F: +6 03 7733 4920
info@mercy.org.my
mercy.org.my

Thank you
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MALAYSIA

GENDER AND DISASTER
AN INTRODUCTION

HAFIZ AMIRROL

KOBE UNIVERSITY SECONDARY SCHOOL

January 12,2018, Kobe, Japan

INTRODUCTION

DISASTER

Disaster

resources.

and vulnerability.

WHAT IS DISASTER?

ofa commum'ty or a society involving widespread human,

Disasters are seen as the consequence of inappropriately managed

Adisaster is @ serious disruption of the functioning

material, economic or environmental loss and impacts, which exceeds
the ability of the affected community or society to cope using its own

risk. These risks are the product of a combination of both hazards

Economic and Human Impact of Disasters

@ Fatalities
@ Overall loss in (USD Million)

Source: Munich Re, Swiss Re 2010

Japan
March 2011

Economic and Human Impact of Disasters wmercy
sessition
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Source: Munich Re, Swiss Re 2010

76




Kobe University Secondary School

emercy

Gender Issue wmercy Gender Differences and Gaps wmercy

WHAT IS GENDER? GENDER GAPS IN NUMBERS

The term “gender” refers to socially ascribed roles, responsibilities, 0,

. . . Approximately 70 /O of those who live on less than 1 dollar
and opportunities associated with women and men, as well as the
hidden power structures that govern relationships between them. each day are women.
Women work EWo-thirds of the world's working

IN ESSENCE, GENDER IS... o

Aterm used to emphasize that sex inequality is not caused by the hours yet receive only 1 o A’ of the world's income.

physiological differences that characterize men and women, but rather

by the unequal and inequitable treatment socially accorded to them. Women own only 1 % of the world’s property.

In this sense, gender alludes to the cultural, social, economic and political Women members of parliament globally

conditions that are the basis of certain standards, values and behavioral 1 70/

patterns related to genders and their relationship. average only O of all seats.
Gender Differences and Gaps wmercy Vulnerable Person wmercy

GENDER GAPS IN NUMBERS

0,
Only 8 /O of the world’s cabinet ministers are women.

75% of the world’s 876 million illiterate adults are women.

Of the 550 million low-paid workers in the world, 330 million or

60% are women.

Natural disasters (and their subsequent impact) on average

kill more women than men.

Source: Social Watch Gender Equity Index, 2017; OXFAM.
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ISSUE
GENDER AND
DISASTER

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

Women and children are 14 times
more likely to die in disasters

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

Out of 4,841 respondents interviewed three
months after Cyclone Nargis, 31.4% were
afraid they were going to be raped and
20.4% were worried about increased
violence at home

Gender and Disaster

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

245 children were
intercepted from being
trafficked after the 2015

Nepal earthquake

Gender and Disaster

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

* Women and girls are not the only ones who are affected

Sexual violence against men and boys
has been reported in 25 conflict-affected
countries between 1998 and 2009
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Gender and Disaster emercy

FAST FACTS

Disasters lower women’s life expectancy more

than men'’s, according to data from 141 countries affected by disasters.

Women, boys and girls are 14 times more likely to die

than men during a disaster.

Following a disaster, it is Imore likely that women will
be victims of domestic and sexual violence;

many even avoid using shelters for fear of being sexually assaulted.

Source: UNDP Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery, 2016.

DISCUSSION
GENDER-

DIFFERENTIATED
IMPACTS OF DISASTER

Gender-differentiated Impacts of Di

fer-differentiated | of Di

RESOURCES, WORK, AND POVERTY

During periods of disaster families are often forced to relocate to shelters
where facilities for daily domestic tasks may be very limited. As women are
most often held to be responsible for these tasks, this results in an

increased domestic burden for women.

HEALTH

® \Women have particular reproductive health needs in disaster situations
where access to support services - for example for pregnancy, birthing,
breast-feeding, and contraception - have collapsed.

® \Women's normal practices around menstruation will also be disrupted
in disaster situations. In water-related disasters, women and girls are

vulnerable to vaginal infections.

® Pregnant women attract malaria-carrying mosquitoes at twice the rate of
non-pregnant women. Maternal malaria makes the mother more
susceptible to infection and increases the risk of spontaneous abortion,
premature delivery, stillbirth, and low birth weight.

Gonder-differentiated Impacts of Di wmercy
SAFETY

Loss of housing during disaster means many families are forced to relocate
to shelters or move in with relatives or neighbors, where women and girls
may not be safe. In the aftermath of disasters women and children are at

risk of becoming victims of trafficking, domestic and sexual violence.

ACTIONS

WHAT CAN WE DO

TO ADDRESS THIS
ISSUE?
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What Can We Do? wmercy

RESOURCES, WORK, AND POVERTY

Please putin your ideas...

What Can We Do? wmercy

HEALTH

Please put in your ideas...

What Can We Do? wmercy

SAFETY

Please putin your ideas...

How Can You Participate? wmercy

ACTIONS

® Understanding and commitment

® Structures and mechanisms

® Active advocacy on gender mainstreaming and practices
® Participatory mechanisms

® |nformation, data and research

® Analytic and planning skills

80

CONCLUSION

GENDER AND

DISASTER

Gender and Disaster wmercy

Adopting a gender-sensitive approach o disaster

risk management is not only an issue of basic human rights but also

effective on the practical level.

Disaster response Strategies that protect and
assist women as well as men < better for the

community as a whole.

)
A gender-sensitive approach is also @ SImart pohcy that it
enables the effective and efficient resources utilization of all members

of an affected community in being more resilient and healthy.
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F

PBUILDING RESILIENT COMMUNITIES
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Towards
Transformative

Change

‘Women are put in the same category with
vulnerable groups with special needs. But
they are half of the population with capacities
and capabilities. Yes,women also become
specifically vulnerable in situations of
discasters and impact is greater on women
as proven by statistics the word over. We
looked at the underlying causes.

Gender and Inclusion

< Gender Stakeholder Group>

ISDR Asia Partnership Forum 2018

The Senadi Framework is promting a
transformative agenda so that these
underlying causes can be addressed.

Plenary Discussion: Gender and Inclusion
Tuesday 11 December, 14:15-15:15

Gender Stakeholder
Group of the IAP

What has been
accomplished since
AMCDRR 20167

o Wide consensus on the importance of
addressing gender equality and social
inclusion in disaster risk reduction for building
resilience, and of increasing the political will
for implementation.

o Some first steps taken towards:

The “red flags”

Interventions not geared
Continued focus on towards addressing
vulnerability and on gehg';‘:eeti]sgﬁ;e::(ﬁggal structural issues, underlying
servicing marginalized inclusion among officials risk factors, and root causes
groups of inequalities and
exclusion

Poorly understood and
addressed social inclusion
agenda

Establishment of
data collection

Revision of

Inadequate systems and
capacities for systematic
collection, analysis and use
of SADD data for effective
planning, implementation

Ongoing interventions for
gender and social inclusion
are uncoordinated and lack

strategic direction.

Limited efforts to build
coherence and strengthen
coordination between
disaster risk reduction,
SDGs and climate change

Continuation of pre-2015
“business-as-usual
approach; the
transformational agenda
has not been grasped

national policies
and strategies;

planning and

implementation. adequately.

and monitoring of progress.

mechanisms;

Accordingly, these limit the scope for achieving Sendai Framework Target “e”: “Substantially
increase the number of countries with national and local disaster risk reduction strategies
by 2020" with the incorporation of gender equality and social inclusion.

Development of
guidelines.

Key Recommendations -

Priority 1: Understanding Disaster Risk, Vulnerabilities & Capacities

Accelerating Progress for 2020

o Sex, age and disability disaggregated data:
- Develop methodologies/formats for collection
storage and sharing of SADD data, so that
What can we Change in a tangible, measurable /\/ government statistical and disaster management

way in the next two years — what is achievable £ e can e Inreguiar daia colecting

by 20207 - Develop personnel to analyze sex, age and

disability disaggregated data at the key DRM
planning institutes, including those relating to the

SDGs and climate change.
- o Hold discussions on concepts — what does women’s

. empowerment mean, or on meaningful engagement of

the elderly, people with disabilities, youth
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Key _ Key Recommendations —
Recommendations Priority 3: Invest in capacities of Women and At-risk Groups

Priority 2: Inclusive Risk Governance
o Establish and/or strengthen institutional

o PrOVIdet ang/or _lgcreast: technical mechanisms and platforms that enable women
support and guidance to and groups at risk to participate.

governments for ensuring the
incorporation of gender equality
and social inclusion in preparing o Increase investments to strengthen the
national and local disaster risk capacities of women, women’s organizations
reduction strateqies (to meet and other groups at risk and provide them with
Sendai Framework Target “e” by access to information and productive

2020). resources.

o Use ongoing project interventions to address the
root causes and structural barriers that limit
women'’s participation and leadership in disaster
risk reduction and explore new opportunities
and mechanisms to achieve this.

o Increase the patrticipation of
women and women’s organizations
in local, national and regional
disaster risk reduction coordination
bodies, aiming for a minimum of 30
per cent women in decision-
making roles.

Key Recommendations —

Priority 4: Gender responsive and equitable preparedness,
response, recovery, rehabilitation & reconstruction

o Use emergency and post-disaster response operations
to engage and empower women and other groups at
risk, to build up their experience and capacity based
on Build Back Better principles.

o Give priority to the specific needs of women and girls
including prevention of and response to gender-
based violence and sexual and reproductive health,
in regional, national and local disaster risk reduction
plans, policies and programmes;

o Ensure that such services are available in all
emergency responses; and in the process build up the
capacity of women and girls.

From the ARP for 2020

Ensuring gender
‘and social

Targets aligned with the Asia Regional Plan (revised at the Asian Ministerial Inclusion in &l
Conference in July 2018). R poicies and

Appointing
Gender Equality Identifying
and Social priority actions.
Inclusion for gender
resource person equalty in line
h Send:

for the NAP on lai
Making

gender
priority in
DRR

Leveraging indicators in

Using gender-
responsive

national

networks to
collect SADDD monitoring

Promote and support gender-
sensitive DRR actions, including

universal access to sexual and
reproductive healthcare services Developing

guidelines for

mainstreaming
DRR inlo
development
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Nepal — Has Post Disaster Recovery Framework 2015,
which asks that:

Disaggregated data is collected, analysed and utilized to
inform recovery planning and monitoring

Gender and social inclusion are agenda items at
coordination meetings

Has also developed the DRR Strategy and Action Plan
in 2018 and has considered inclusion as an important
aspect;

Many members of the GSHG and international agencies
such as UN Women, IFRC, IPPF, JICA, UNFPA,
Practical Action have all been supporting efforts by the
government through research, technical support in
developing guidelines, SOPS and operationalizing the
Minimum Initial Services Package in disaster response

In sum, to achieve Sendai, we
must collectively shift:

From:

Focus on vulnerability and servicing

Interventions focused on meeting immediate needs

Minimal understandings of social inclusion framework,
treating needs and capacities of at-risk groups as
homogenous

Inadequate systems and capacities for systematic
collection, analysis and use of SADD data for planning and
reporting

Distinct and uncoordinated actions towards gender equality
and social inclusion in DRR, climate change, and SDG
implementation

)

To:

Focus on empowerment and capacity of women and at-risk
groups

Understanding and addressing underlying root causes of
inequalities,

Strengthened advocacy, capacity, and resources for clearly
defined, development oriented and rights-based approach
to social inclusion in DRR

systems, and

Strengthened understanding, capa
resources for collection, analysis and use of SADDD

Coherent and coordinated approach between DRR
planning and implementation with the SDGs and climate
change action

Thanks for your attention

Gender Stakeholder
Group of the IAP

Gender Stakeholder Group of the ISDR Asia Partnership and UNDRR
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