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About this booklet

Ronni Alexander
Director

Kobe University Gender Equality Office

Kobe University Gender Equality Office invited Mr. Hafiz Amirrol from
MERCY Malaysia, an international NGO working on humanitarian support,
to come to Kobe and give lectures and workshops for students at Kobe
University and the Kobe University Secondary School.

This booklet includes the lectures, power point presentations and
student evaluations from Mr. Amirrol’s lectures. The students were serious
and engaged in the classes, and asked good questions. Reading their
evaluations and comments, one can see that the classes were stimulating
and that the students had not had any prior opportunities to think about
gender and disaster. I also learned a lot from Mr. Amirrol’s classes.

If they are in Japan, the current junior high, high school and university
students will most likely be affected in some way by the Nankai Trough
earthquake that is predicted to occur within thirty years. I would like to
build a society where those students will be able to protect themselves, but
also be able to protect the lives of those around them. This is only a small
endeavor, but I hope this booklet and the classes it describes help to

promote interest in building a safer society.
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Junko Okada

Good afternoon. I am Okada from the Gender Equality Office. Today, our topic is
about Gender and Disaster vastly logistics. We have handouts in total of 40 pages
and the leaflet about the Mercy Malaysia, that’s one page and questionnaire. Please,
fill in your name when you answer questions and besides your name, please write
down the number of the receiver in the questionnaire. Please write your name and
number of receiver and after the class, please leave the receiver in this room and
please hand in that questionnaire filled after the class.

Now, we would like to start. From our office, I would like to ask Dr. Alexander to make
the opening remarks.

Ronni Alexander

Good afternoon. I am the head of the office, and also I am going to speak at the class
next week, and I would like to introduce the guest speaker today and also explain the
background. As we have limited time for the class, I would like to be very brief. Our
guest speaker is here.

Our speaker today is Hafiz Amirrol from Mercy Malaysia responsible for community
building. They are providing humanitarian support. He will talk about the activities.
It starts from disaster and you may know about the issues of the Rohingya in Myanmar,
those people in Myanmar. Rohingya people in Myanmar are supported by Mercy
Malaysia and also other conflict affected areas are supported. They dispatch teams to
provide the relief activities after disasters.

Today’s topic must be very interesting to you, so please enjoy. We have handouts
today in PowerPoint. It's in English as you can see. Different areas related to disasters,
there are many terminologies like resilience, recovery and others. Depending on
situation, the meaning or how it is called different, so today most of the terminologies
will be explained in the same word even in Japanese, so English words are to be used
for the translation. But if you have any questions to have the clarity of the terminology,
please ask questions after the presentation. Then, if you need, he is going to explain
more about the terminologies and why we are hosting this for this class from our office
and why we invite speaker from Malaysia, that's going to be a very long explanation.

However, starting from April, we are going to be designated from UNESCO to be called
as UNESCO Chair. This may be the first time for you to hear about, but this is about
the gender vulnerability and disaster project. We are going to kick off the project and
we would like you to have the interest in such activities that’s why we set up this class,
inviting guest speaker. In summer this year, in Indonesia, summer school are to be
hosted. Some of you may join the summer school in coming summer and also spring
time, in April or May, probably on 2" of May, we are going to hold symposium. We
will issue the invitation of the symposium, so today is opportunity for you to think
about the gender disaster and vulnerability together with us.

So that’s it at the stage. Today, simultaneous translation will be provided.

Before starting the class, I would like to explain how to use the receiver. This is the
earphone, please use in this way; Channel 1 is for Japanese. While we speak in
Japanese, English translation is provided in Channel 2. While we speak in Japanese,
simultaneous translation is provided, so if you listen to that, you can learn English.
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Are you ready? Is that functioning? Can you hear? That's volume control, you can
adjust the volume. If you have any problem with the receiver, please let us know.
Please raise your hand. No one! Is that working well? Everybody fine?

Please check if the earphone is set on the right position. Now, we would like to begin.

Hafiz Amirrol

Good evening everyone. Thank you very much for having me today and thank you
Professor Alexander for the kind introduction. I will do the lecture slowly so that the
translator wouldn’t have to work very hard, but if there are confusions, I will try to
spare sometime for discussion after the lecture.

I will start with not sharing what Mercy Malaysia is, but I will go straight into trying to
share what disaster means in the modern context of crises and natural disaster and
what those impacts have on humankind and with the specific focus on gender because
that was what asked by your professor. I have a confession to make. I am not a
gender specialist, and of course Malaysia is learning a lot from Japan, so to be honest
I am not the best person to be here on stage today, but I will try my best to share
whatever things that we have done in Malaysia and hope that we can learn from each
other.

Introduction Number 1 Disaster: Again, Japan is the expert in disaster and disaster
management and all humanitarian work. Japan is the leading, number 1. Even we
are learning from Japan. But just to get a very general definition of disaster, it is a
serious disruption of the functioning of a community. The keyword is actually the
functioning of the community. When something - a disaster whether it is natural or
manmade happen and it disrupts the daily life of a community, that is a disaster.

If it's small scale, it is only incident. If it's big scale, Tsunami, big earthquake, that is
disaster. Disaster happens usually because of the consequences of inappropriately
managed risk. Disaster, it is natural. You can’t stop disaster even though some
disasters are manmade, but the real problem is the risk, not the disaster. We are here
today. The humanitarian workers of the world are here today - are facing challenges
in trying to reduce the risk of disaster. Not reducing disaster because that is the work
of god and it is beyond our control. It is the risk. These risks are a combination of
hazards and vulnerability. In simple term, hazards are danger and vulnerability is the
level of exposure towards danger. If I am like this now going out, I am vulnerable to
the cold. So, I am very exposed. If I am covered, I am less vulnerable. That's the
analogy of disaster.

Why the topic disaster and disaster risk is very important? Because, day by day
disaster is getting more complex and are interlinked. Daily lives are also getting more
complex. At the end of 2014, near to 60 million people who are internally displaced,
so they are displaced in their own country because of disaster, or living as refugee,
displaced outside of their country has become the greatest number since World War
II. Basically, disaster had caused a bigger despair comparing to World War II. That
is the challenges that we are facing now.

The average length of a displacement is 17 years, so just imagine those people who
are being displaced because of natural disaster or war it's 17 years, which is equivalent
to one generation.
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If you go to Cambodia, they were in the war during the Pol Pot’s regime. If you go
there, there is a big gap between one generation and the other generation. One
generation is missing because of the war. That is how serious it is.

While the world has advanced technologically in terms of knowledge, in terms of
experience, the good news is that the number of life lost during disaster is declining,
but the numbers of economic losses are very high. It is very logical because we
develop more, we built more, we have better infrastructure and that cost more during
the disruption of disaster.

The world is working together and is being led by Japan. If you are familiar with the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, which was conducted in Sendai in 2015,
so the world agrees to work together in reducing the risk of disaster and then also the
sustainable development goals. How many of you here have heard the word
Sustainable Development Goals? Only one? Of course the boss. This is very important
- important or not important - but at least it is a global agenda. It basically explains
things that you have already known, but what makes it important is that it managed
to get agreement from the world member states of the United Nations to agree towards
sustainable development. These two frameworks would be the main reference in this
lecture and also for the work of disaster risk reduction.

Now, if you look at this map, it's an old map, it’s not updated. I will only focus on
these two. Now, this is the Indian Ocean tsunami that happened 13 years ago and
the worst hit country was Indonesia, Aceh and of course the Kobe earthquake in 2005.
The number of death is 220,000 or even more, probably more, but the number of
economic losses is ten thousand times 1 million is US $100 million, yeah, around that.
But in Kobe earthquake, the death number is about 6000, but economic loss is 10
times larger. Of course, you want to avoid both because these are two different
contexts. This is a developing country — not to say a poor country but developing
country and this is a well-developed, rich country. We suffer on human loses, you
suffer on economic losses, both are equally sad story.

By trying to reduce the risk of disaster, we hope that we can reduce losses. Similarly,
in this diagram, this is economic losses going up high and the loss of life is going down
even though this looks like a good news, but this is still a worrying figure and yet this
is an old figure, this is 2013. I have not yet gotten the latest one, but I think it's
increasing unfortunately. Now, after setting that context, what shall we do? For
humanitarian worker like me, how I end up doing humanitarian works, I have no idea.
But since I am in the humanitarian field, I am obligated to do humanitarian works.
But, before we start with humanitarian work, I would like everyone to first understand
the basic principles of humanitarian because this has got to do a lot with your study,
principles.

These principles are designed with the purpose of serving human being, number one.
What are humanitarian principles, I wouldn’t go through this. You can read and get it
translated later, but it is the fundamental for doing humanitarian work. Without
understanding and practicing humanitarian principle, we are actually not helping even
though we think that we are doing humanitarian work, but we are actually causing
more trouble. Humanitarian principle is very important. There are a lot of
humanitarian principles, but I will only focus on four; number one, Humanity. The
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purpose of humanitarian work is to protect life and health, number one. That is the
most important.

We shall do all that we can to protect life and health and all humanitarian action should
be based on the principle of impartiality. We should not align ourself to any political
agenda even though everything that we do is political, I am a believer of that;
everything is political even why you are here today to study is also political. But
impartiality is very important. We shall not make any distinction whether it's by
political alignment, whether it's religious belief, whether it is sexuality alignment,
nationality those are not important. It should be on the basis of humanitarian needs
alone. That also explains that humanitarian should be based on the principle of
neutrality. You should be neutral. We must not take sides.

I am not a gay, but I must help a gay community. I am a Muslim; I must also help if
I can help a non-Muslim community when there are humanitarian needs. Of course,
humanitarian work should be independent even though this is only a concept, most
humanitarian workers are not so independent, but we hope that humanitarian work
must be independent so that we are not supporting any political agenda or military
actions or anything. Those are the four main principles of humanitarian work.

I assume that you understand humanitarian principle, now we go into the real thing.
Doing humanitarian actions. How to do humanitarian work? There are a lot of ways.
Helping a cat is actually a work of humanitarian even though cats are not human, but
it is a kindness, an act of kindness. There are a lot of approaches, but what I am
sharing today are three basic approaches that I believe is very much relevant. Number
one is that as humanitarian workers need to adhere to these core humanitarian
standards. The core humanitarian standards are standards established as a guideline
for agencies, for organization, for individuals who wishes to do humanitarian work.
Again, it is based on these four principles; humanity, impartiality, neutrality and
independence and it has nine basic standards that which you can go through later, I
wouldn’t explain here. But these standards will help us to do work as best as possible.

Number two, the United Nations have set up this approach which is known as the
cluster approach. I hope you can see here. This cluster approach, in this diagram,
what it tries to explain is that humanitarian work is not only emergency relief work. It
is a long cycle from prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response, recovery,
reconstruction so it is a long cycle. Therefore, it is part of sustainable development
and there are a lot of agencies in the world who are doing this kind of work, for example,
World Health Organization is doing health. World Food Program is assisting food
obviously and also logistics. UNICEF is doing work with children, clean water and so
on and so on. Mercy Malaysia, our main focus is on health, but we also do other things.
These are the cluster approach meaning that we cluster each of these humanitarian
needs into a holistic framework of doing our work.

Number three is Mercy Malaysia’s own approach which we call Total Disaster Risk
Management meaning that when disasters happen, we do emergency response, but
we don't stop there. We also do rehabilitation work, recovery work. We also do
prevention work, disaster mitigation and preparedness, which deals with knowledge
and education. The theory is that if you do little of this, if you are less prepared, you
might need work more on emergency response. You might need to spend more money
here, but if we are more prepared, this is minimized. That’s the theory.



Kobe University

Again, I would revisit the global agendas. To support all those approaches, there are
global agreements and again I will just share two of them. Number one is the Sendai
Framework and number two is the Sustainable Development Goals. The Sendai
Framework, it looks complicated, but in reality it is not. The most important is this
part here, the four priorities of action. Sendai Framework is framework for disaster
risk reduction that is happening now 2015 until 2030. It focuses on these four
priorities of actions; number one, understanding disaster risk exactly what we are
doing today. Number two, to strengthen disaster risk governance to manage disaster
risk. We manage them. We manage the disaster risk. We can’t manage disaster, but
we manage the risk.

Number three, investment; investment in terms of money, investment in terms of
knowledge, so we invest in disaster risk reduction. Number four is to enhance disaster
preparedness by building back better. Of course after disaster destruction, you rebuild,
but it has to be better - build back better. That’s the basic priorities of action for
Sendai Framework.

This one is the Sustainable Development Goals. Again, I will stress so that you will
take more notice on this and it is clearly stated that gender equality is part of the
SDGs, number five. You can go through all this 17, but if you look at these
development goals, they are very ambitious, very big agenda. How can we
participate? As human being, we are very small. We can’t do all. The next diagram
will help you to focus on which are your strength and which are you expertise so that
you can participate in achieving the sustainable development goals. I will assume in
your context, it would be here, society. Even for Mercy Malaysia we are doing here,
so we focus on this four; number 7, number 1, number 16, 11, 4, 3, 5 and 2. Of
course, there is a larger ambition towards this, but to start with this alone is good
enough.

Also, in the work of humanitarian, there was a summit in Istanbul last year, it is called
the World Humanitarian Summit and from the summit it was agreed that there should
be five core responsibilities for humanitarian work which include to prevent and end
conflict, to respect the rules of war, to leave no one behind, so this is very important,
very related to your work, leaving no one behind especially the vulnerable society kids,
women, old people, people with disability. Working differently or creatively to end
needs and of course investment.

Those are all global agenda, big talk. Now, we go to the real, contextual issue, which
I think more related to your work which is gender and disaster. I don’t think I have
to explain this. I think you are the expert in the definition of gender, but just as a
reminder, sex inequality is not caused by the physiological differences but rather by
the unequal and inequitable treatment socially accorded to them. The differences in
sexual orientation and sexual preferences in our appearance are not because of us,
but because of the treatment we receive from people, so it is actually a human issue.
Therefore, because it is a human issue, we can solve that issue. It is something that
is beyond our control actually. Why the issue of gender is very important in the world?
Just to share some figure.

Women are very poor in general, pity them. Women work two-third of the world, but
receive only 10% of world’s income, again they are very poor. This shows a very
worrying fact. Women own only 1% of the world property. In politics, members of
parliament are only 17% of the seats and I think this happens everywhere in the world.
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In Malaysia, women are not sidelined altogether, but it does happen. These figures
are only to show the importance of gender equality in any of the work. Again, in
politics, 8% of the world cabinet ministers are women, only 8%. Those who are
illiterate adults are women, 75%. That’s very high.

Out of the low paid workers, 330 million are women, and natural disaster kills more
women than men. This sounds very feminist, but then people would ask, what about
men? Men are equally vulnerable as well. What about transgender? Yeah, they are
very equally vulnerable as well. Similarly, people with disability and so on and so on.
These figures are here just to repeat what is being known and if you look at this picture
whether a single person or single woman, and she is old somewhat, she is very
vulnerable. I think this picture will explain a lot. This is in Bangladesh. A group of
women can also be vulnerable, even though they are in a group. If they are not
treated properly or if they are not being inclusively included in any of the humanitarian
work or in any of the disaster risk reduction initiatives. This is in Rakhine and
Bangladesh because of the Rohingya crisis. Why is it important to address? Women
and children are 14 times more likely to die in disaster. Why? Don't ask me. I have
no idea, but 14 times that’s very high. Cyclone Nargis, which happened in 2008, if I
am not mistaken in Myanmar, 31.4% were afraid that they were going to be raped -
women of course. And 20% were worried about increase violence at home. It is also
mind boggling why when disaster happens, gender based violence happens together.
Maybe because of the stress, maybe because of the complexity of changes that
happen; I have no idea. Behavioral changes but this is the fact.

During the Nepal earthquake in 2015; 245 children were intercepted from being
trafficked, human trafficking. Human beings are taking advantage of disaster situation
to do ugly things. They wanted to traffic or they wanted to smuggle kids when this
disaster happened in Nepal. But men and boys are equally vulnerable as well. Sexual
violence against men and boys has been reported in 25 conflict affected countries -
25 countries - that's a lot, between 1998 and 2009 meaning that guys you don't feel
so safe. You don't feel so protected. You have to also be aware of the risk.

On fast facts, disasters lower women life expectancy, of course, psychological pressure,
health issues. Women, boys and girls are 14 times more likely to die during disaster
maybe because of — I mean adult men are stronger, so that they can survive perhaps
maybe and like I said, during disaster more likely the women will be victims of sexual
or gender based violence.

The discussion: The discussion is on gender differentiated impacts of disaster. Do
disasters really have an impact based on gender? Of course, because the facts that I
have shared just now. But, what are the impacts actually? More detailed impacts?
What I am trying to share here is not limited to this only, but some of it, are on
resources, human resources on work and also on poverty. The pictures are self-
explanatory, people are getting very vulnerable and of course it has impacted their
resources, work, and poverty. Why? Because health is at risk. Women have
reproductive health needs in disaster — men as well, but women are more. Women
menstruate, so cleanliness and special needs are really needed during disaster. The
more vulnerable, pregnant women, they are exposed to various health hazards.

Safety: Again, disaster, loss of house, loss of shelter, reduces the feeling of security
and safety. These are the four major impacts of disaster towards women and
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vulnerable society; resources, work, poverty, and safety. Am I doing okay? Do I
make sense? Can you catch up until now, because I have half more to go? Okay.

A bit of case study just to make things clearer. What we are doping in Mercy Malaysia?
Again, Mercy Malaysia, we are obviously based in Malaysia, an Asian country just like
yours and of course the Asian value. Gender sensitivity sometimes is embedded in
our daily life, daily culture, but at the same time, we are not so gender sensitive. We
are quite biased some times. There is a complexity or sophistication of the Asian value,
but that’s a different story. What we do in Mercy Malaysia, again, I am going back to
Mercy Malaysia, we do this; emergency response, mental health, and psychosocial
support, reproductive health, sexual health, public health, primary health, special
health services and also rebuilding and reconstruction. Those are the core businesses
of Mercy Malaysia. The one in red are works during disaster period and one in blue
are the sustainable development, long-term works that we do in the assistance of
disaster.

In our organization, what we try to do is the gender-sensitive humanitarian action.
We make sure that exercise and participation is always there for the minorities.
Minorities meaning women, people with disability, small kids, people with different
sexual orientation and so on. We also tried to make sure that their dignity is always
respected and the needs are always met and as we try our best to empower this
community especially women empowerment that focuses on these five; economic,
social, politics, personal and legal. Politics are not politics as you know, but politics
within the community to empower them so that they can also be leaders of community,
leaders of families, and leaders of the local societies. So some of the commitment
again I repeat, the World Humanitarian Summit clearly stated that gender-sensitive
humanitarian response is a priority, in fact, it is number one. In Sustainable
Development Goals, gender equality is part of the 17 goals and it is put at number 5.
That shows how important this into the work of disaster risk reduction in relation to
gender sensitive.

Some example of what we did; this is in Indonesia. It's a community based or
community-led disaster risk management activity; inclusivity of women, school kids
and men, they work together, they discuss on trying to form a community based
disaster risk management. This is in Kandahar where we setup a clinic. In Afghanistan,
they have a very strong Islamic principle which separates everything women and men,
so this is a kind of like a safe space for women in the clinic. This is a work at Beqgaa
Valley, Lebanon where we work with the Syrian refugee, so we created a child-friendly
space so that children can play and feel safe and secured in this refugee center. This
is in Ormoc, Philippines where we did a disaster response for the Haiyan typhoon. We
trained nurses and doctors and established a maternal health service, so it's a long-
term initiative to empower women and to address maternal related health issues.

This is in Aceh and also in Malaysia, wash programs, water sanitation and hygiene
program where we dig out clean water, fresh water and have dedicated spaces for
them to do the activities; washing, cleaning. At the earthquake in Nepal, where they
lost their shelter, so we did a shelter repair program and this old lady here, she got
nothing left. The family died, so she is the one that is leading the big family and we
assisted this people to rebuild their houses.

Actions: What can we do to address this issue? What I mean by we? You guys. 1
think the basic actions besides understanding is to have commitment, because from
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that commitment is the only way where you can have or establish structural
mechanism based on your area of specialty and then you can start to advocate on
gender mainstreaming and practices and you can start to do things in a participatory
inclusivity manner, of course, working in university, working in professional practice,
you got to collect information data, do research. These are the basic action, but what
actually you need to do? If you still remember this, the five elements that relates to
gender-sensitive or disaster impacts on gender, on community; resources, work,
poverty, health, and safety and security. I am leaving this blank so that you can fill
in what you feel need to be done or can be done in the context of your area of study.
You can put this and you can share and I hope that we will help gender equality and
more inclusive humanitarian work for the world for the community.

As a conclusion, Gender in Disaster, conclusion is always very generic. Adopting
gender-sensitive approach is important, that’'s why I am here today anyway and that’s
why you are here to study.

Disaster response strategy is to protect and assist women as well as men is also
important. But, what we need is good governance, policy to do all this. A smart policy
to protect and to do all this, so that the community can be more resilient and healthy
so that is the reason why if you look at the Sendai Framework, number one is on
governance, policy making. With you guys as the future leader, the future is bright.
I am always optimistic if the young people, including me, very young, are more
sensitive and more committed in doing this, the world will be a much more happy and
peaceful place to live in. I guess I am ending this. Thank you very much. Am I on
time?

Ronni Alexander
You have plenty of time.

Hafiz Amirrol

Okay. I hope let's question and answer because I know it's a very lengthy and you
might get lost in the explanation. I am opening the floor for you to give me questions,
and I hope I can answer them.

Thank you very much.

Ronni Alexander

I believe you listened to English speech or not, maybe not. Is anyone having a
question to ask now? Any question? If not, if you don’t have a question immediately
after the presentation, I don’t want to give him impression that our student don’t ask
questions. Maybe, we do have the questionnaire sheet and we have 20 minutes left,
so take maybe 5 minutes from now. I will give you 5 minutes, please think for yourself
or you can consult with your neighbors and please think about what you like to ask
and when you ask question, it is okay for you to ask your questions in English or
Japanese, whichever you feel comfortable to. Please take 5 minutes to think about
what you would like to ask him whatever the terminology you would like to be clarified
or about the activities. Any questions will be welcomed. Please take time and raise
your questions in 5 minutes’ time.
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Participant

You mentioned earlier about women and children have 14 times higher risk to be killed
in disaster, but there may be difference depending on types of the disaster, which
disaster type women are vulnerable and what are the causes of having higher percentage
of the risk for women and children in different types of the disasters?

Hafiz Amirrol

Thank you. Very smart question. Of course, there is difference. I would take the current
conflict in Rakhine, the Rohingya. I hope you are familiar with Rohingya crisis. In Cox’s
Bazar, where the refugee escaped from Myanmar and lives in Bangladesh, the most
vulnerable set of communities are women. Why? Because it’s a very long process. There
was violence in Myanmar. They need to run away. That alone is a process. Of course,
running away from violence, men would have the advantage because of the physical
ability. Women and small children face harder times and they need to cross a small sea
like a river — not river, sea they need to cross. Again, man has the ability. When they
cross, they reach Cox’s Bazar, which currently is among the biggest refugee camp in the
world. These happen such as sexual violence.

Again, I do not know why. Maybe, I would assume because of the psychological pressure,
because of the behavioral changes, men become more aggressive. If you are in pressure,
you become more aggressive and you become weird and these women are very
vulnerable. So, that is one good example or bad example of how vulnerable they are.

Okay, number 2, natural disaster. Again, okay, let’s take the example of Tsunami in
Aceh. It's a very massive scale natural disaster and again the women are very vulnerable
because they are not able to save their life. Why? These are some of the stories that I
heard. Because they are taking care of the kids at home and men have advantage to
run away. So, again that makes them very vulnerable.

The figure 14 times is not from me. It is based on research and so I don’t really know
how to justify that, but I think the two main types of disaster is big scale natural disaster
and number 2 conflict. What I mean by big scale is disaster like tsunami and earthquake.
If it's draught, if it's flooding, if it's — what else - if it's a small scale incident, maybe not
too much, but these two are very worrying statistics. I hope I answered your question.

Participant
Thank you for answering.

Hafiz Amirrol
Thank you. Any other question?

Participant

Thank you for the lecture. In Islamic country, the status of women is tend to be lower
than that of men, so the gap between man and woman is clear than in any other country.
Do you provide different approach to Islamic countries?

Hafiz Amirrol

Very good, but tough question. Okay, I am from Malaysia and Malaysia claims to be an
Islamic country, so I hope I can answer as clear as possible. Okay, before going there,
let us be clear the reason why in most Islamic countries or countries claimed to be Islamic,
there is different treatment. It is not because of god asked us to do that. It is because
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of the misinterpretation of the word of god. In Islam, we read Quran. It is the
misinterpretation of the Quranic teaching that has caused mistreatment towards women.

To answer your question, no, we don’t have any different approaches towards Islamic
country because when we do humanitarian work, we never classify that country as
Islamic or non-Islamic. It is just a country. It is just a place where disaster happened
and we need to help. There are no different approaches. The approaches are the same.
It has to be impartial; it has to be neutral; it has to be based on the disaster needs alone;
and it has to be adhered to the core humanitarian standard. But we are lucky because
currently if you follow world politics, I don’t know whether this is good or not, but the
current king of Saudi Arabia, the son, the prince is looking into a more moderate way
and I think 2 days ago, they just allowed women to enter the football stadium. People
are thinking better now. I hope so.

Ronni Alexander

If you go into a disaster situation knowing there are Muslim women and non-Muslim
women in the same area, are there some things that you take particular consideration
for the Muslim women and other things for the non-Muslim women? Do you think about
that?

Hafiz Amirrol

Okay, one good example is when we did temporary shelter in Aceh because of the
tsunami, so some of the humanitarian agencies, they were providing tents for them to
live in and that tents are I think this height. Aceh is Islamic country, 99% of the
populations are Muslims, so they pray. The Muslim people pray standing, so our tent is
slightly higher so that it allows people to stand and perform their prayers. Those kinds
of sensitivity, so not only in approaches, but also in design because I am an architect, so
those designs also illustrate sensitivity. Also another good example is our work in
Myanmar of the Rohingya, but this is in Myanmar, not in Bangladesh. We cannot go into
Myanmar to help only the Muslims, the Myanmar government will chase us out. What
we promised to the Myanmar government, we are doing this because of the Rohingya
conflict who are Muslim, but our clinics, our services are open to all. Buddhists are
welcome to our clinics. Because of that reason, we are allowed to work in Rakhine in
Sittwe in Myanmar. Any other question?

Participant

If I can ask my question in Japanese. It's a disaster area and we should be gender
sensitive in disaster areas and, of course, activities are conducted in these areas to help
the people. But let’s say in an area where the women or the kids have lower status, then
there might be opposition within the people in the area to provide help to the women
and the children. Have you ever been in a situation where it was difficult to help women
because of the area being very specific and having opposition from men?

Hafiz Amirrol

Thank you for the question. Yes, many times. But I don’t blame the men. I blame the
social structure, the education system. They are not well versed, they are not exposed.
For example in my country in Malaysia, there is a state called “Kelantan” in the east coast,
which sits next to Thailand. It was hit by a big flood in 2014 and Kelantan is very well
known for Islamic conservatism, but again Islamic is misinterpreted understanding. It
always has been about the men, never the women. Even during non-disaster situation,
the men are always the more privileged and the women are the one who are working
and I believe god doesn't create men like that. It is because of the social stigma and
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lack of education. We have faced a lot of situation like that. How do we tackle that issue?
Now, if you remember the principle, the core humanitarian standard, the 9 humanitarian
standard, as professional humanitarian workers, we need to be trained. So, we have
staffs specifically trained to address this issue and in every humanitarian work that we
do, we will send assessment team and this assessment team will always comprise of men
and women. I mean, depending on the scale, if it's very small, only one person, but
usually in big scale, always men and women.

For gender-sensitive area or in areas where resistance towards helping the women is
clearly happening, so we will try to educate first the local leaders, which usually are men
and that process alone usually will go through a very long period. Those are basic
challenges, but I mean the best that we can do is that we train our staff and we hope
that our staff can relay the message and convince them that we are doing this in the
name of humanity, not for men or for women only. It’s for humanity. Am I answering
your question? I hope I answered your question. But, yes many times. Any other things
that you need to be more clear, any questions? There is one there.

Participant

When earthquakes happen or after earthquakes happen, you go to do your humanitarian
activities and let’s say there is movement to recover the area, are there people on the
field who want to recover their area or what kind of activities do the people in that area
do to recover their area after the earthquake happens? Are there any activities that you
know of that came out from the field from the area that had an earthquake? What kind
of activities are there to recover the area? Meaning, what do the people in the area do
to recover that area after an earthquake?

Hafiz Amirrol
You mean the local community. Okay. I think it is human nature, so let’s say there is

an earthquake and your house is affected, you will do anything that you can do to recover.

Again, I would love to share the story of Aceh because it was very big. When the tsunami
hit Aceh, a portion of the land has become sea, meaning if my house is here, I no longer
have my house and my land, but because of the connectedness or the emotional
connection to that land, those people refused to move, even though they know that their
land has become sea. This kind of unique situation, very challenging situation has forced
not only Mercy Malaysia, but the whole world to come out with creative solution.

Maybe, it is not physical solution, but it is more of educational solution and people who
are not willing to get out from that area - usually they are very difficult to deal with, but
we believe that they should be taken to a safer area, they should be given similar
assistance. Another example is in Taiwan, the great earthquake, I can’t remember the
name of the earthquake, the great earthquake in 2008. There was a relocation initiative
to relocate a village into a safer place. At first, there was big massive resistance, but
because of the re-master planning or the rebuilding of that area is better from what they
have been living in, so many times we provide better shelter, better places for them to
do economy activities, slowly they began to accept to move, so those kinds of recovery.
But it is not very easy task of course, but through education, through persuasion, we
manage to do that.

Ronni Alexander

I think and correct me if I am wrong, but I think she is asking more about whether there
are local initiatives for recovery and do you coordinate with them or do you, what do you
do?
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Hafiz Amirrol

Okay, sorry for the misunderstanding. Local initiative, yeah, that’s the reason why we
have the CBDRM, Community Based Disaster Risk Management. In any area where
disaster happened, we believe that the local community should lead the initiative,
whether it is the rebuilding initiative, whether it is the disaster preparedness initiative,
whether it is the educational programs, it should be led by the local people. That is the
reason why we established the Community Based Disaster Risk Management, CBDRM.

One more story. In Yogyakarta, Indonesia, the earthquake in 2006, the earthquake
happened today, Mercy Malaysia arrived 2 days later or 3 days later. What happened?
The streets are all cleaned. The community has cleaned up the debris and has done
everything community based. That shows how strong communities are and at Mercy
Malaysia, it is our way of working that we always work with the community. We don’t
exclude them, we are always with them.

Ronni Alexander
Thank you very much for the explanation. Anything else? Are there students who may
have question?

Participant

Thank you very much for the presentation today. You are working on social issues and
in your experience, I think you may have frustration to face the difficulty of sort of being
the fundamental issues and social issues. Do you have such experience of facing difficulty
and feeling frustration and if so, how you overcame them?

Hafiz Amirrol
Frustration is everyday.

Ronni Alexander
Tell us a good story.

Hafiz Amirrol

Okay. When I was working in Aceh, I was 21 years old, very young, foolish. I worked
there and tried my best to help. Of course, during the first 3 months, the reception of
the community is very good, “Thank you very much, you're helping us.” And then when
we started to build the houses, we started to give help, social friction happened,
community fight with community, and they blamed humanitarian workers like us. For a
silly boy of 21 years old, I got frustrated a lot and I wanted to go back after 3 months.
I didn't have any motivation. I just worked. Maybe, it is the strong belief that humanity
deserves better treatment that makes me stay. Now, I am 35 meaning that I have been
in the humanitarian work for 14 years, not that long, but I still do my work maybe
because of that belief. I believe that humanity deserves better and what I mean by
humanity is, I mean everything including today’s discussion on gender. Am I answering
your question?

Participant
Thank you.

Hafiz Amirrol
Thank you very much.
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Ronni Alexander
Maybe, we have time left for one last question. Who would like to ask the very last
question for the day?

Participant

Thank you very much for your talk. I am not going to ask the most difficult question,
but talking about the gender and disaster and efforts on those issues, after hearing your
talk about many different issues like cultural, historical, and religious issues, so there
may be a lot of knowledge required in different fields; religion, history, and others and
do you feel the strong need to have the background knowledge about the different areas
and if so, are you studying in some of the area related to the gender and disaster
currently?

Hafiz Amirrol

Yes. On a personal basis, I was trained as an architect, so an architect needs to study
those sociology and - especially sociology and psychology because we are designing
spaces for human being, but that is on a personal basis. In my organization and I think
in most organizations, we have system on how to be prepared to face different cultures
and different situations, so we have country factsheet. A country factsheet is a piece of
paper where we have all the very important information. It is like a mini Wikipedia of
places. So, from that country factsheet, we have all the basic required information such
as cultural sensitivity, economic situation, political situation, the basic language to
communicate - very basic, and that country factsheet is very helpful. Again, we always
work with local partner, local communities. What I mean by local community is that we
work with the vulnerable community, the disaster victims and also we work with the local
NGO there. We must work with local NGO. Mercy Malaysia or any other international
agency, we cannot just go in and work on ourselves. We go in and we need to knock the
door of the government saying that, “Hi, we are from Malaysia, we want to help. We will
partner with a local NGO.” So, that is how we also learn to be more cultural sensitive.
But of course, big brothers, big NGOs, big agencies, they are less sensitive because they
think that they are better than anyone else. I mean that is part of my frustration. Sorry.
Did I answer your question?

Hafiz Amirrol
Thank you very much. Thank you.

Ronni Alexander
Thank you. No more questions? Lastly...

Participant

I have two questions. One is very pragmatic and one other is sort of philosophical or
whatever. The first one is about the fund. You mentioned that your organization is an
international organization and who provides fund for you, and related to that, if there is
a fund from abroad and you claim yourself as an international NGO, isn’'t there any
particular backlash against that within Southeast Asian countries or from the
governments even? Because this idea of humanitarian aid itself is very west if you like.
You mentioned Asian value in your talk and there must be conflict between this Asian
value so called and humanitarian aid from the west. The second question is shorter, how
do you approach transgender people in this difficulty in disaster? Because if women are
vulnerable like that, transgender must be more vulnerable even.
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Hafiz Amirrol

Thank you very much professor. The first question on funding, Mercy Malaysia is a
nonprofit organization, so it funds itself through donation, so we have 3 main channels
of funding. Number one is from the corporate sector, the business, so majority - in fact,
all of our corporate donors are Malaysian business entity. Number 2 is from, what we
call, the sustainable funding, meaning that it is from institutional funding from big
institutions such as — we never receive anything from World Bank or Asian Development
Bank, but such as JICA, we worked with JICA, with Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade of Australia. Institutional funding is very much important because those funding
are not earmark. We are allowed to use those funding for our operational.

Number 3 is public funding. Public funding is seasonal, so when there is disaster, people
will pour in money, when there is no disaster - but this public funding we will make sure
that those are channels only for the programs, never for our staff and for the operational
expenditure. Also, we have recently explored a mechanism of Islamic social financing.
Because in the Islamic law, there is a portion of your money or your wealth that needs
to be pay out, they call it zakat. But the only issue is that this money, this zakat money
can only be spent for Muslim with acception. So, let’s say a population of Islam with
minority of non-Muslim, this non-Muslim can benefit from that money. But I am not an
expert in that, so I am afraid I will give a wrong impression. But we are exploring that
as well. Yes, it is a very western thing. In the World Humanitarian Summit, there was
a special session called the Grand Bargain, so United Nations and all these big giants are
bargaining on how to divide the cake, the funding piece, and by the time it reaches local
NGOs, we receive zero. That is some of the challenge in the humanitarian ecosystem,
but it is very complex. Is that answering the first question?

Participant
Yes.

Hafiz Amirrol

Okay. The second question was on transgender. Okay. To be honest, we have never
worked with any transgender community or person in all of our work. Maybe because
most of the countries that we work in are Islamic countries maybe. We were in Malaysia,
in Indonesia, in Afghanistan, and that area - they have but maybe so, so little maybe. 1
have no idea why.

Ronni Alexander

Would that mean that they wouldn't come out as transgender unless they really trusted
you and knew that it was okay to do that or in a situation of disaster, they might go
someplace else, not even...?

Hafiz Amirrol

I have no idea because - I mean this is from my own experience, I am not sure about
my colleagues, but I have never experienced working with any transgender person or
community. Yeah, never, and again to be honest, this opportunity of working together
with Kobe University’s office of gender equality has opened up the eyes of our office to
have a formal policy on gender. After all this while, we have been doing it in a very
informal way based on the humanitarian principle, but it was never written as our
organization’s policy to address this issue. Thank you for the opportunity.
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Ronni Alexander
Well and we hope that you include gender diversity within that policy when you think
about it.

Hafiz Amirrol
We will. We may invite one of you as advisor for us to establish the policy.

Ronni Alexander

Okay. I think we are about out of time. Let’s thank Professor Amirrol for his very
interesting talk today and you should also congratulate yourselves for good thoughtful
questions. I am really glad that you were willing to share your questions and concerns
and thank you for asking in English. That was a brave thing to do and you did a good
job. Thank you. See you next week.

Junko Okada

There is a questionnaire, so please fill in your answers and there is a person in the back
that will collect your questionnaire. Your receiver should be turned off and left on your
desk and as for Mercy Malaysia, there is a homepage that exists. If you can look at the
homepage, you will find out the portion about donations and funding and other
information as well. Maybe, you can study on that. Please make sure and write your
questionnaire and turn off your receiver and leave. Thank you very much.

END
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INTRODUCTION

DISASTER

Disaster Zemercy

Disaster Risks and Its Impacts

WHAT IS DISASTER?

Adisaster is @ serious disruption of the functioning
of a commum'ty or a society involving widespread human,

material, economic or environmental loss and impacts, which exceeds
the ability of the affected community or society to cope using its own

resources.

Disasters are seen as the consequence of inappropriately managed

risk. These risks are the product of a combination of both hazards

The world is at a tipping point and the challenges before us are vast. Risks as
perceived by communities are complex and inter-linked.

At the end of 2014, there were over 59.5 million people who were

internally displaced or living as refugees, the greatest number since World
War II'.

The average length of displacement is 17 years - a generation”.

While disaster death tolls are slowly declining (on the whole), the numbers of
affected people, destroyed livelihoods and economic losses are growing.

Together, the Sendai Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction, the New
Urban Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals cover a spectrum

ome
and vu’nerab"’ty- of risks issues towards communities and places.
Source: "UNHCR, Global Trends: Forced displacement in 2014. 2 IDMC, Global Overview 2014: People internally displaced by conflict and violence
Natural Disasters Globally wemercy Humanitarian Aid - Needs wmercy
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UNISDR and PwC: Working together to reduce disaster risk, 2013,
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RESPONDING TO DISASTER

HUMANITARIAN
PRINCIPLES

Humanitarian Principles semercy’

Humanitarian principles provide the fundamental
underpinning for humanitarian action. It ensures
respect and is an essential element of effective
coordination of humanitarian actions. Operating in
accordance with humanitarian principles is the basis for
establishing acceptance by all relevant parties for
humanitarian activities to be carried out. Humanitarian
principles are thus central to establishing and
maintaining access to affected populations.

Humanitarian Principles

Humanitarian Principles

Humanity: Human suffering must be addressed
wherever it is found. The purpose of humanitarian
action is to protect life and health and to ensure
respect for the human being.

Impartiality: Humanitarian action must be carried out
on the basis of humanitarian need alone, giving
priority to the most urgent cases of distress and
making no distinctions on the basis of nationality,
race, religious beliefs, class or political opinions.

Neutrality: Humanitarian actors must not take sides
in hostilities or engage in controversies of a political,
racial, religious or ideological nature.

Independence: Humanitarian action must be
autonomous from the political, economic, military or
other objectives that any actor may hold with regard to
areas where humanitarian action is being implemented.

RESPONDING TO DISASTER

APPROACHES IN

HUMANITARIAN
ACTIONS

44

Core Humanitarian Standards

Humanitarian
9 response is 2
Resources appropriate H 2 .
umanitarian
are managed and ~ and relevant.

é response is.
used responsibly effective and
for their intended timely.
purpose. ‘
Q)
y %
%

8 g 3
Staff are 4 Humanitarian
supported to do HH response
their job effectively, Communities strengthens local
and are treated

equitably. affected
by crisis

effects.

4

Humanitarian Humanitarian
actors Q response is based
continuously on communication,
learn and participation and
improve. 6 5 feedback.
Humanitarian
(EHPEIED [ are welcomed
coordinated and  4nd addressed.
complementary.

and people capacities and
fairly and . avoids negative

Complaints
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The Cluster Approach wmercy

(TDRM) wwmercy

Total Di Risk M

Heaitn
WHO

Food Security

WFP &FAO
Emergency
Telecom-
munications
WFP

Educaticn

Logistics
WFP

Nutrition
UNICEF

Humanitarian
Protection
UNHCR

Sheiter
FRC

IFRC
UNHCRE

Water,
Coordination and Sanitation
Camp Management and Hygiene
UNICER

IOMYLINHCR

MERCY MALAYSIA'S APPROACH TOWARDS HUMANITARIAN ARCHITECTURE

@(é

TDRM LOW RESILIENCY HIGH RESILIENCY

Generic Principle of TDRM Less Preparedness = More Recovery Needed v ed = Less R

=N

ACTION FOR THE FUTURE

GLOBAL

AGENDAS

Sendai F k for Di: Risk Red

SENDAI Scope a Gl
FRAMEWORK | 211 [0 Outcome Goal

7 Global Targets 13 Guiding Principles

4 at 4 Levels

Priorities . N
for Action Local, National, Regional and Global

VWV

World Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction
2015 Sendai Jopan

International Cooperation
and Global Partnerships

Role of
Stakeholders

Source: UNISOR, Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, 2015

Sendai F k for Di Risk Reducti wmercy

Sustainable Development Goals

SENDAI FRAMEWORK FOR DISASTER
RISK REDUCTION (2015 - 2030)

FOUR PRIORITIES OF ACTION
1. Understanding disaster risk;
2. Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk;

3. Investing in di

risk reduction for resilience;

4. Enhancing di prepared for effective response, and to
"Build Back Better" in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction.

+

SEVEN GLOBAL TARGETS®

Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda For Sustainable Development

1 no GOOD HEALTH QUALITY GENDER
POVERTY /AND WELL'BENG EDUCATION EQUALITY

/M*iﬁ

B CLEAN WATER DECENT WORK AND REDUCED
AND SANITATION

ECONOMIC GROWTH

HE GLOBAL GOALS

or Sustainable Development

CLIMATE

LIFE BELOW o PARTNERSHIPS
ACTION 1 WATER s 17

FORTHEGOALS

Source: UNISDR, Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, 2015

Source: UN,The Sustainable Development Goals, 2015
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Sustainable Development Goals emercy

Agenda For Humanity Sy

17 Goals : 169 Targets

ECONOMY

SOCIETY

1 S

Hihid

BIOSPHERE

5 Core Responsibilities

The United Nations Secretary-General has called for humanity - people’s
safety, dignity and the right to thrive - to be placed at the heart of global

decision-making. To deliver for humanity, stakeholders must act on five core
responsibilities.

AGENDA =\, ABENDA AGENDA 7R\ AGENDA
FOR HUMANITY FOR HUMANITY FOR HUMANITY HUMANITY FORHUMANITY
Scows resPoGmIS R :com wwosinires Scon SRS ST RE scmeresrmsimnes

PREVENT AND
END CONFLICT

LEAVE NO
E BEHIND

"
INVEST

RESPECT
RULES OF WAR IN HUMANITY

Source: UN, The Sustainable Development Goals, 2015

Source: UN, World Humanitarian Summit, 2016

TODAY'S FOCUS

GENDER AND
DISASTER

Gender Issue

WHAT IS GENDER?

The term “gender” refers to socially ascribed roles, responsibilities,
and opportunities associated with women and men, as well as the

hidden power structures that govern relationships between them.

IN ESSENCE, GENDER IS...

A term used to emphasize that sex inequality is not caused by the
physiological differences that characterize men and women, but rather

by the unequal and inequitable treatment socially accorded to them.

In this sense, gender alludes to the cultural, social, economic and political
conditions that are the basis of certain standards, values and behavioral
patterns related to genders and their relationship.

Gender Differences and Gaps 4

Gender Differences and Gaps

GENDER GAPS IN NUMBERS

()
Approximately 70 /O of those who live on less than 1 dollar

each day are women.

Women work two-thirds of the world's working

()
hours yet receive only 1 o /O of the world's income.
O,
Women own only 1 /O of the world’s property.

Women members of parliament globally

average only 1 7% of all seats.

GENDER GAPS IN NUMBERS

O,
Only 8 /0 of the world’s cabinet ministers are women.

0,
75 A) of the world’s 876 million illiterate adults are women.

Of the 550 million low-paid workers in the world, 330 million or

60% are women.

Natural disasters (and their subsequent impact) on average
kill more women than men.

Source: Social Watch Gender Equity Index, 2017; OXFAM
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Vulnerable Person

Gender and Disaster

Gender and Disaster

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

Women and children are 14 times
more likely to die in disasters

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

Out of 4,841 respondents interviewed three
months after Cyclone Nargis, 31.4% were
afraid they were going to be raped and
20.4% were worried about increased
violence at home

Source: ifrc.org

Gender and Disaster

Gender and Disaster

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

A o

245 children were
intercepted from being
trafficked after the 2015

Nepal earthquake

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

* Women and girls are not the only ones who are affected

-
'/.
YAM

Sexual violence against men and boys
has been reported in 25 conflict-affected
countries between 1998 and 2009

Source: frc.org
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FAST FACTS

Disasters lower women'’s life expectancy more

than men'’s, according to data from 141 countries affected by disasters.

Women, boys and girls are T4 times more likely to die

than men during a disaster.

Following a disaster, it is IOFre likely that women will

be victims of domestic and sexual violence;

many even avoid using shelters for fear of being sexually assaulted.

Source: UNDP Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery, 2016.

DISCUSSION

DIFFERENTIATED
IMPACTS OF DISASTER

Gender-differentiated Impacts of Di semercy’

Gender-differentiated | of Di

RESOURCES, WORK, AND POVERTY

During periods of disaster families are often forced to relocate to shelters
where facilities for daily domestic tasks may be very limited. As women are

most often held to be responsible for these tasks, this results in an

increased domestic burden for women.

HEALTH

® \Women have particular reproductive health needs in disaster situations
where access to support services - for example for pregnancy, birthing,

breast-feeding, and contraception - have collapsed.

® \Women's normal practices around menstruation will also be disrupted
in disaster situations. In water-related disasters, women and girls are

vulnerable to vaginal infections.

® Pregnant women attract malaria-carrying mosquitoes at twice the rate of
non-pregnant women. Maternal malaria makes the mother more
susceptible to infection and increases the risk of spontaneous abortion,

premature delivery, stillbirth, and low birth weight.

Gender-diff iated Impacts of Di wmercy

SAFETY

Loss of housing during disaster means many families are forced to relocate
to shelters or move in with relatives or neighbors, where women and girls
may not be safe. In the aftermath of disasters women and children are at

risk of becoming victims of trafficking, domestic and sexual violence.
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MERCY Malaysia's Services Menu emercy

MERCY Malaysia's Services Menu

CRITICAL / PRIORITY SERVICES

KEY SUPPORT SERVICES

* Field hospital (Level 1)
+ Medical relief missions

EMERGENCY
RESPONSE UNIT

. First Aid (PFA
MENTAL HEALTH / * Child Friendly Space (CFS)
PSYCHOSOCIAL + Women Friendly Space (WFS)
SUPPORT

« Development centers « Exitstrategy: Livelihood program
« Vocati ini ocal part

NGO with livelihood programs

+ Training of trainers

« SRH-MISP + BEMONC - Emergency Obstetrics * Gender Based Violence (GBV)
« MCH - antenatal and postnatal care and Newborn Care
+ CEMONC - Comprehensive
Emergency Obs. Newborn Care

REPRODUCTIVE

+ Nutrition program: TFC, SFC,
HEALTH Food packs

faccination WASH PROGRAM
Ith and hygiene programs + Sanitation: ion of latr v

ygiene kits + Clean water: Tube well, river sand filter, gravity feed system, rain water
« Clean and safe water projects. harvesting, pi system for distribution

« Static clinics
+ Mobile clinics

PRIMARY HEALTH

+ Secondary care: dental * Tertiary care: medical
rehabilitation (physiotherapy),
etc.

cataract surgery,

SPECIAL HEALTH
SERVICES

+ Health facilities

REBUILDING /

RECONSTRUCTION

* Criticalinfrastructure

CRITICAL/ PRIORITY SERVICES KEY SUPPORT SERVICES SPECIAL NEEDS / UPON REQUESTS
+ Field hospital (Level 1)

+ Medical relief missions.

+ Surgical capacity
* Medical relief missions

+ Rapid assessment
+ Emergency medicine personnel
* Logistics personnel

+ Medicine and medical supplies

EMERGENCY
RESPONSE UNIT

« Psychosocial First Aid (PFA) + Development centers
- Child Friendly Space (CFS) + Vocational training centers
+ Women Friendly Space (WFS) + Training of trainers

+ Exit strategy: Livelihood program
(outsourced to local partner
NGO with livelihood programs

MENTAL HEALTH /
PSYCHOSOCIAL
SUPPORT

+ SRH-MISP + BEMONC - Emergency Obstetrics + Gender Based Violence (GBV)
+ MCH - antenatal and postnatal care and Newborn Care program
+ CEMONC - Comprehensive. « Nutrition program: TFC, SFC,
Emergency Obs. Newborn Care: Food packs

REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTH

+ Vaccination WASH PROGRAM
Health and hy: + Sanitation: construction of latrines, septic tanks. Drainage system

+ Hygiene ki + Clean water: Tube well, river sand filter, gravity feed system, rain water

+ Clean and safe water projects harvesting, piping system for distribution

PRIMARY HEALTH

+ Secondary care: dental « Tertiary care: medical
rehabilitation (physiotherapy),

cataract surgery, ete.

SPECIAL HEALTH
SERVICES

* Health facilties
+ Community centers
+ Schools

REBUILDING /
RECONSTRUCTION

+ Critical infrastructure

Humanitarian Actions >

Humanitarian Actions

GENDER-SENSITIVE HUMANITARIAN ACTIONS

ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION

Access to facilities, services and information (e.g. latrines, wash points, non-food item
distributions, entitlements) must be equally and safely accessible to women, girls, men
and boys.

pation in activities such as meetings, committees, and training and
employment programs must also be equal and safe for all.

Meaningful parti
Participation must be safe, equal and meaningful for women, girls, men and boys.

DIGNITY

Dignity is about having your needs met in a respectful way. This will not happen if you
are ignored, discriminated against, insulted, or embarrassed. The needs of an individual
will differ in every cultural context so preserving dignity means consulting women and
girls on what is needed.

GENDER-SENSITIVE HUMANITARIAN ACTIONS

EMPOWERMENT
Empowerment is the process of gaining control over the self, over ideology and the
resources that determine power.

Women's empowerment is the process through which women, individually and
collectively, become aware of how power structures operate in their lives and gain the
confidence to challenge the resulting gender inequalities.

Women'’s empowerment can take place in different interdependent spheres
Achieving transformational change in power relations between women and men means
working across all these interdependent dimensions of women’s empowerment in a
holistic way:

economic;

social;
political;
personal;
legal.

Humanitarian Actions

mercy

Humanitarian Actions

COMMITMENT TO HUMANITARIAN ACTIONS

WORLD HUMANITARIAN SUMMIT 2016, ISTANBUL, TURKEY

Gender-sensitive humanitarian response;

Draw on expertise of local women and women's groups and empower them as
central actors, leaders and agents of change;

Scale up assistance and support to women'’s groups;

Increase percentage of implementing partners that are women's groups.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
EE s . GENDER
EQUALITY
v | ¢

"% THEGLOBAL GOALS
& 3

TansS P SisansieDewiopment

ol
13(3 ﬁ“‘

Community-based disaster risk
management (CBDRM) activities with local

- e ’ " .-’-
communities:inKaro, Indones

Source: MERCY Malaysia Annual Report, 2016
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Humanitarian Actions

emercy Humanitarian Actions

Women-friend| ensiv 'e-a-lah center,
KandahanEAfg

Children-friendly space for Syrian refugeé'i:

Source: MERCY Malaysia Annual Report, 2016

Source: MERCY Malaysia Annual Report, 2016

Humanitarian Actions

Humanitarian Actions

Basic obstetrics skills training to enhan
maternal health services by nurses and
Ormoc, Philipgi

Source: MERCY Malaysia Annual Report, 2014

Source: MERCY Malaysia Annual Report, 2005

Humanitarian Actions

ACTIONS

WHAT CAN WE DO

TO ADDRESS THIS
ISSUE?

Source: MERCY Malaysia Annual Report, 2015
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How Can You Participate? semercy What Can We Do? semercy

ACTIONS RESOURCES, WORK, AND POVERTY

® Understanding and commitment

® Structures and mechanisms

® Acti . . .

Active advocacy on gender mainstreaming and practices Please put in your ideas. .

® Participatory mechanisms

® |nformation, data and research

® Analytic and planning skills
What Can We Do? wmercy What Can We Do? wmercy
HEALTH SAFETY

Please putin your ideas... Please putin your ideas...
Gender and Disaster wmercy

CONCLUSION

GENDER AND

DISASTER

Adopting a gender-sensitive approach o disaster

risk management is not only an issue of basic human rights but also

effective on the practical level.

Disaster response strategies that protect and
assist women as well as men < better for the

community as a whole.

o
A gender-sensitive approach is also @ SImart PO"Cy that it
enables the effective and efficient resources utilization of all members

of an affected community in being more resilient and healthy.

51




vBUILDING RESILIENT COMMUNITIE!

52




Kobe University

ALAY siIA BUILDING RESILIENT CO

GENDER AND DIRST

BUILDING RESILIENT COMMUNI
GENDER AND DISASTER
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KOBE UNIVERSITY

Kobe, Japan

wwmercy
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Hafiz Amirrol

Thank you, Professor Alexander, Dr. Okada and everyone, good afternoon.

My name is Hafiz. I am from Malaysia.

I assume everyone knows where Malaysia is. Have you heard of the country,
Malaysia?

Female Student
No.

Hafiz Amirrol
No?

Female Interpreter
After the first introduction, they don’t need a translation, so please speak in
English.

Hafiz Amirrol

Okay. Today, I am here now to teach you. Okay? Just to let - just to make
it clear, I am here not to teach you, I am here just to share a little bit of
knowledge that I know that I learned. And also, a little bit of some of works
that we have been doing with the hope that this initiative would make better for
the human - for humanity. The small initiatives by our generation, by your
generation, the future leaders of the world, I hope that we can learn and we can
do more for human kind. So, that’s my introduction. Also take the opportunity
for this presentation as one to know - to — sorry about that. Okay. Thank you.
My today’s presentation is on the topic of gender and disaster and also take the
opportunity to listen to a little bit of English.

Like what Professor Alexander has explained just now, the issue of disaster is
very much related to ourselves. Because, as you know, Japan is pretty much
a supermarket of disaster, and luckily Malaysia has no big disaster, but we are
surrounded by countries like Indonesia, Philippines, they are always susceptible
to disaster.

So, what is a disaster? In general, there are two common definition of disaster.
Whether it's a man-made disaster or a natural disaster.
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But what is more important is actually to understand what can be classified as
a disaster.

So, if you look here, the definition is that a disaster is a — pay attention to the
red font — a serious disruption of the functioning of a community.

Meaning that, when something happen and your life changes into becoming
more - into becoming more difficult, for example, if there is an earthquake,
there is an incident, yesterday you go to school, today you cannot go to school,
that is disruption. And that disruption has big impact on us, human being.

And a disaster is - the formula of disaster is that it is about hazards and
vulnerability.

So, when you have hazard times vulnerability, you get risk, disaster risk.

And the question is, "How can you reduce disaster risk?”

It is by increasing your level of resilience - your resiliency.

So, the presentation will share more about resilience later, but before that, I
would like you to have a look at this map.

These are the two examples that I want you to focus on.

This is Indonesia. hat is where I am from.

And this is you, Kobe.

In 2004, when I think some of you were little baby...... there was this very
unfortunate event of a very big tsunami. 200,000 over numbers of - loss of lives
were recorded. The economic loss is about US$10 billion.

In 1995, the Kobe earthquake kills 6,000. But the economic losses are 10 times
bigger than this one.

No matter what kind of losses, whether it is lives or economy, we have to do
something so that we can reduce these two.

Maybe, in my country, my area, we need to work hard to protect the loss of
lives. In your area, your places, maybe you are doing good job at protecting

life, but you need to work hard at protecting your economy, your infrastructure.

This diagram - this chart also explain the same.
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As the world progress, we have seen a decrease in numbers of loss of lives, but
an increased number of economic losses - damages.

So, our job today and your job in the future is to make sure that this number
goes down.

This is one example of disaster in Malaysia, flooding. That’s a school. This is how
a school looks like in Malaysia. And the rests are houses.

So, you just imagine what kind of damages and loss and impact on lives that
happened here. This happened just 4 years ago. Do you know where this is?
This is in your country, in Japan.

Again, it explains the same destruction that is caused by disaster.

So, I think you have a clear idea on why disaster is an important subject.

So, in the work of disaster risk reduction, there are a lot of multiple areas that
we work on. And one of it gender. Why gender?

Now, to be frank, the issue of gender in disaster risk reduction is not very popular.
However, gender is very much important because I am a man and you are a
woman - all of us have gender.

So, I don’t understand why gender is not treated as important as the rest, but
I personally think the issue of gender in disaster risk reduction is very important.
Do you think there is a really big difference between different genders?

How many of you think so? Raise your hand.

Hafiz Amirrol

Good. So, there is no difference.

But why are we different?

So, maybe from this description, ‘gender’ is referred to ‘socially ascribed roles’.
The word is ‘socially’. So, that ‘socially ascribed’ definition is what makes the
different gender being treated differently.

Therefore, because the ‘social’ has a skewed view towards gender, it has caused
unequal treatment socially to each of the gender.

People always assume that men are stronger than women. But usually after
work, when I go back home, I am the first to sleep, my wife will work until late
night. So, does that make men always stronger than women? I don’t think so.
So, each one of us, even though we have different gender, we have our own
specific role that we can play.
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This is just to show example on how gender gap is happening in the world.
70% of the world population that lives under US$1 per day is women.

Women work longer hours than men, but they only earn 10% of the world’s
income. And only 1% - that’s very little - of women in the world owns property.
And if you look into general politics, only 17% of members of parliament are
made up of women.

In the world’s cabinet ministers, only 8% are women. Out of the 876 million
illiterate populations, 75% are women. So, maybe that shows, women have less
access to education. Maybe.

And to relate to today’s focus, natural disaster kills more women than men.

I am not too sure about you, but when I look at this fact, these facts, these
figures, I found it very worrying.

This picture shows obviously an image of an old woman. She is woman. She
is old. And she is living in a disaster area.

So, you just imagine the level of vulnerability that she is facing every day.

But vulnerability towards women does not only happen on individual, it also
happens on groups. No matter whether you are alone or you are in a big group,
if there is no awareness towards gender equality, especially protection towards
women, this will always happen.

The previous image was in Bangladesh after the Sidr cyclone in 2007. And this
image is also in Bangladesh of the Rohingya refugee this year. So, after 10 years,
the world has not solved this very basic problem.

So, I hope, until now you can have a clear view on the relationship between
disaster and gender issue. How many of you are still not clear? Raise your
hand. It's okay. If you are not clear, I can repeat all again.

Okay. Good. You are clear.

So, why is it important to address this issue? Like, it is written here, women and
children are 14 times more likely to die in disaster. It is very sad, and it is our
responsibility to reduce this number. Why? Because all of us came from
women - from mothers. And each one of us was once little children.
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In Myanmar, a big cyclone, cyclone Nargis happened in 2008, and 31.4% of the
disaster victims interviewed are afraid of being raped. This thing happened
because usually after a disaster, an impact, human being gets pressured, and
behavioral changes happen in them. So, sometimes - usually, the men become
a little bit more aggressive, and can resort to violence.

So, the men in this room, remember, if anything ever happen, control yourself
and be a good man. If you become a good man, your woman will love you.

Another worrying fact. In 2015, there was a big earthquake in Kathmandu,
Nepal, during that disaster, some very bad people took advantage and tried to
traffic 245 children to somewhere else. They were kidnapped and they were
tried to be smuggled outside. Imagine if this happens your little brother or sister.
So, as adult, as teenagers, we are obliged to protect little children as well.

So, the boys, the men, after this - ever since I have only been talking about
women, but that doesn’t mean that you are safe.

It was reported in the period of 10 years in 25 conflict-affected countries - 25
countries, there are cases of sexual violence against men and boys. This shows
that men and boys are also open to the risk of gender-based violence.

So, just a summary of what I have shown. Disaster lowers women’s life
expectancy more than men. Women, boys and girls are likely 40 times to die in
a disaster comparing to men. Usually, after a disaster, women are very open to
the risk of violence, or sexual violence.

So, the Discussion. After listening to all of these problems and issues of the
world, what are the exact impacts of disaster towards gender?

Actually, there is a lot of impact, but for today’s class I will only share with you,
one, two, three major impacts that disasters have on women, on gender-related
issues.

Number one, it is on Resources, Work and Poverty. So, usually, during the period
of disaster, the victims are required to relocate to somewhere safer.

Life suddenly becomes very hard, and usually women will have to be responsible
on house chores, on taking care of the family.
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So, this results in an overburden — domestic burden for women. Also, during the
time of disaster, health is impacted in a big way.

This is especially for women because women have issues on reproductive health,
which include pregnancy, giving birth, breastfeeding and contraception. So,
these all have bigger impacts towards women.

Also, for the process of menstruation for women is being disrupted especially in
relation to cleanliness, and also basic hygiene.
Also, disaster impacts are causing a lot of problem for pregnant women.

Lastly, one of the gender differentiated impacts of disaster is on safety.
What would happen to a woman, to a family when they lose their house, they
lose their source of protection, they lose their safety net.

They are becoming more open to the risk of trafficking and domestic and sexual
abuse.

If you look at this picture — I don’t know about you, but I feel that this picture
explain a lot of story.

Since you have your handout with you, you go back and you look carefully at
that picture and try to understand what I mean. So, having said all those, what
can we do?

This one is not included in your slide - in your paper. These are just some
examples of what my organization, Mercy Malaysia, has been doing to address
these issues.

It is a small initiative, but we hope we can contribute. So, example number
one...

In this photograph, it shows that - this is a community-based disaster risk
management activity. Meaning that, after a disaster, we go and help, but the
major works are being done and led by the community themselves.

So, in that process, we include small children, women and of course the men in
the process of community-based disaster risk management.
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Have you been to Afghanistan?
No? Do you know about Afghanistan?
Okay. Good.

They have a slightly different cultural value from us. Nothing wrong in that, but
we need to respect that.

In Afghanistan, boys and girls cannot sit on one table. Again, there is nothing
wrong about that for them, but when we go in there, Mercy Malaysia, we help
to establish a clinic, and we need to do a woman-friendly health center.

If we don't do this, the women will have no access for health treatment. So, by
being inclusive and considering all gender, we hope to serve better, men, women,
everyone.

This is in Lebanon, a refugee camp of the Syrian refugee. So, what we did is
we created small spaces for kids to play. It is as known child-friendly spaces.
This is very important because we don’t want the development process of a kid
to be disrupted because of the conflict.

Okay. This one is in Philippines after the Haiyan typhoon in 2015.

What we did is that we give training for nurses on basic obstetric skills to assess
maternal healthcare. It is not always about building something or doing
something in a physical way, education is also powerful tool to help address this

issue.

This picture is from Aceh after the big earthquake and tsunami in 2004. What
we did is we tried to provide clean and fresh water for the community and the
facilities are all dedicated based on the needs of each gender.

Again, this is very important. If you look into this photograph, even though it
is like a normal toilet - it is very important because - if you remember, after
disaster there are tendency towards sexual violence.

By looking at all of these examples - okay, there are a lot more effort and
initiative that we can do, but by looking at this, do you understand how we can
or you can help to address this issue?
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Do you understand? Clear?
Okay. If you are clear, there is a little bit of work for you to do?

Maybe, after this, Professor Alexander will facilitate you into groups, but what
I'll explain a little bit...

What you need to do is to look at this, "Resources, Work and Poverty”, “Health
and issue of Safety.”

Put in your ideas and thoughts based on the context of your country of Japan.
You draw a line in the middle, and you put, what are the problems and what are
the solution, your idea. I think you can do that. Okay. Before I end, just a
summary, a conclusion to help you refresh and remember.

Adopting a gender-sensitive approach to disaster risk management is not only
important, but is a necessity.

Disaster response requires strategies that protect and assist women as well as
men.

For the work that you will need to do after this include what you think are the
best strategies.

Finally, hopefully after you have graduated from school, from university, and
you become ministers or Prime Ministers, you need to adopt smart policy that
addresses the issue of gender and disaster, response, and risk reduction.

But you don’t have to wait to become a Prime Minister. Whoever you are after
this, you can do that, because the objective is to create a better world to live in,
to create a more resilient and healthy community.

Thank you very much.
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INTRODUCTION

DISASTER

Disaster wmercy

Economic and Human Impact of Disasters semercy’

WHAT IS DISASTER?

Adisaster is @ serious disruption of the functioning

ofa commum'ty or a society involving widespread human,

material, economic or environmental loss and impacts, which exceeds
the ability of the affected community or society to cope using its own

resources.

Disasters are seen as the consequence of inappropriately managed

risk. These risks are the product of a combination of both hazards

ome Ty
and vulnerability. ® Fatalities
@ Overall loss in (USD Million)
Source: Munich Re, Swiss Re 2010
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INTRODUCTION

Gender Issue

Gender Differences and Gaps

WHAT IS GENDER?

The term “gender” refers to socially ascribed roles, responsibilities,
and opportunities associated with women and men, as well as the

hidden power structures that govern relationships between them.

IN ESSENCE, GENDER IS...

Aterm used to emphasize that sex inequality is not caused by the
physiological differences that characterize men and women, but rather

by the unequal and inequitable treatment socially accorded to them.

In this sense, gender alludes to the cultural, social, economic and political
conditions that are the basis of certain standards, values and behavioral
patterns related to genders and their relationship.

GENDER GAPS IN NUMBERS

-)
Approximately 70 /O of those who live on less than 1 dollar

each day are women.

Women work tWo-thirds of the world's working

O,
hours yet receive only 1 o /0 of the world’s income.
0,
Women own only 1 /O of the world’s property.

Women members of parliament globally

average only 1 7% of all seats.

Gender Differences and Gaps

Vulnerable Person

GENDER GAPS IN NUMBERS

(-)
Only 8 /O of the world’s cabinet ministers are women.

()
75 A) of the world’s 876 million illiterate adults are women.

Of the 550 million low-paid workers in the world, 330 million or

60% are women.

Natural disasters (and their subsequent impact) on average

kill more women than men.

S

ource: Social Watch Gender Equity Index, 2017; OXFAM.
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ISSUE

GENDER AND
DISASTER

Gender and Disaster

Gender and Disaster

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

Women and children are 14 times
more likely to die in disasters

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

oo

Out of 4,841 respondents interviewed three
months after Cyclone Nargis, 31.4% were
afraid they were going to be raped and
20.4% were worried about increased
violence at home

Gender and Disaster

Gender and Disaster

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

X

245 children were
intercepted from being
trafficked after the 2015

Nepal earthquake

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

*Women and girls are not the only ones who are affected

i

Sexual violence against men and boys
has been reported in 25 conflict-affected
countries between 1998 and 2009
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Gender and Disaster emercy

FAST FACTS

Disasters lower women'’s life expectancy more

than men'’s, according to data from 141 countries affected by disasters.

Women, boys and girls are T4 times more likely to die

than men during a disaster.

Following a disaster, it is IOFe Iikely that women will

be victims of domestic and sexual violence;

many even avoid using shelters for fear of being sexually assaulted.

Source: UNDP Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery, 2016.

Secondary School

DISCUSSION
GENDER-

DIFFERENTIATED
IMPACTS OF DISASTER

Gender-diff iated | of Di emercy’

Gender-differentiated Impacts of Disaster

RESOURCES, WORK, AND POVERTY

During periods of disaster families are often forced to relocate to shelters
where facilities for daily domestic tasks may be very limited. As women are

most often held to be responsible for these tasks, this results in an

increased domestic burden for women.

HEALTH

® \Women have particular reproductive health needs in disaster situations
where access to support services - for example for pregnancy, birthing,

breast-feeding, and contraception - have collapsed.

® \Women'’s normal practices around menstruation will also be disrupted
in disaster situations. In water-related disasters, women and girls are

vulnerable to vaginal infections.

® Pregnant women attract malaria-carrying mosquitoes at twice the rate of
non-pregnant women. Maternal malaria makes the mother more
susceptible to infection and increases the risk of spontaneous abortion,

premature delivery, stillbirth, and low birth weight.

Gender-diff iated | of Di

SAFETY

Loss of housing during disaster means many families are forced to relocate
to shelters or move in with relatives or neighbors, where women and girls
may not be safe. In the aftermath of disasters women and children are at

risk of becoming victims of trafficking, domestic and sexual violence.
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TO ADDRESS THIS
ISSUE?




Kobe University Secondary School

What Can We Do?

,,,,,,,, What Can We Do? wwmercy
RESOURCES, WORK, AND POVERTY HEALTH
Please put in your ideas... Please putin your ideas...
What Can We Do? semercy How Can You Participate? wemercy
SAFETY

Please put in your ideas...

ACTIONS

® Understanding and commitment

® Structures and mechanisms

® Active advocacy on gender mainstreaming and practices
® Participatory mechanisms

® |nformation, data and research

® Analytic and planning skills

CONCLUSION

GENDER AND

DISASTER

Gender and Disaster

Adopting = gender-sensitive approach o disaster

risk management is not only an issue of basic human rights but also

effective on the practical level.

Disaster response Strategies that protect and
assist women as well as men arc betier for the

community as a whole.

.
A gender-sensitive approach is also @ Smart pohcy that it
enables the effective and efficient resources utilization of all members

of an affected community in being more resilient and healthy.
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January 11th, 2018 ” Disaster and Gender" Questionnaire

The total number of returned questionnaire: 65

Q1: 1. I became interested in (52), 2. Neither (11), 3. I could not take interest (0), DK (2)

Q2: Please tell us what impression you have gotten in today's lecture.

M

That the word disaster was defined not only as natural disaster but as damage to the
community’ s function including conflict. I agree that the difference is whether it is naturally

induced or man-made. They are essentially the same.

Since the gender issue is a hidden problem in human society, it becomes explicit when human

soclety stops functioning at the time of disaster.

Until today, I used to think about gender issues and disaster separately. Having listened to
today’ s lecture, while I still cannot grasp these two as one completely, I have found a new angle

to think about gender and disaster.

That when a disaster hits, damage borne by women is bigger. I was surprised because I was not
aware there was a gender gap in terms of damage brought by a disaster. Also since I had not
seen disasters other than natural ones as disasters, this was a good opportunity to revise my

own thinking.

The comparison between earthquake damage in Indonesia and that in Kobe, correlation
between economic loss and the number of deaths.

Various gender gaps such as that while women do two-thirds of labor, their income is only 10%.

It was shocking to learn that women are subjected to sexual violence and domestic violence at
the time of disaster. I was also surprised to learn that slave trade occurs at the time of disaster. 1

think I need to grasp these facts firmly.

Points about low resilience and high resilience.

The mortality rate of women and children at the time of disaster is 14 times higher.

While the number of deaths has decreased, economic damage has increased.

= | =

The higher the number of deaths caused by the disaster, the bigger the size of the disaster, but

there are differences in economic loss depending where it happens.

eS|

That "women and children are vulnerable at the time of disaster."

If very detailed measures against disaster are planned, there is a huge difference in terms of

impact by gender (women and children are overwhelmingly disadvantaged).

I was very surprised to hear that Japan is most advanced in the field of disaster prevention. I
had believed that disaster prevention was more advanced in countries where more natural
disasters happen than in Japan. While I had some idea that women (the vulnerable) suffer more
than men at the time of disaster, but the actual figure of damage was staggering. The lecture left

me a deep impression that there is a huge difference in damage between men and women.

I did not know the realities of disaster and gender in other countries, and this lecture has made

me want to expand my perspective.

I was very interested to learn that the risk of sexual violence goes up when a disaster hits. The
disaster itself would inflict enough shock, and there is such additional risk. I want to look into

ways in which to reduce risk in relation to mental care.
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That those with anxiety inflict damage on women at the time of disaster. That the mortality of
women and children is 14 times higher than men. That even if help is refused, they make efforts

to persuade them to accept help.

That the danger of the disaster is much higher for women than men left me a deep impression.

That there are things we can do to tackle this also left me a deep impression.

Because there is gender gap among those affected by disaster or war is not something you can

see easily in Japan, this was a very valuable opportunity.

It is rather rare to think about gender when hearing the word "disaster" in Japan, and the
relationship between "disaster and gender" was a new discovery.

Also the fact that the mortality rate of women and children goes up by 14 times left me a deep
impression. I was surprised to hear that there are areas in which women find it difficult to

accept help. I learned that for these regions, trained people are sent.

It was surprising to learn that the size of damage caused by the earthquake in Kobe is bigger

than that caused by tsunami in Indonesia.

The most revealing point was that precisely because infrastructure is fully developed, advanced
areas would suffer from bigger economic loss. However, I suppose the recovery from economic

damage would be faster in cities in advanced countries.

UNK

I was puzzled as to how disaster and gender could be linked, and when I learned that women are
more affected each time a disaster hits, I was convinced of the reason. I have understood that
because human being’ s violent animal characteristics, which are usually constraint by reason,

would come out in a crisis situation, the preparation is important.

I used to associate the word "disaster" with natural disasters, but I learned for the first time that
it includes refugees because of war. I was very surprised to see the figures about women’ s

vulnerability at the time of disaster. It is big.

I was very surprised to learn that sexual violence and domestic violence increases after a
disaster; this is the first time I heard about it. In my image, when a disaster such as earthquake
hits men are more suited for physical labor but women are more active in providing food, and I

think it is unequal that women are more likely to suffer from damage.

I knew women were relatively vulnerable but figures show that there are many more challenges
left than I anticipated.
I was surprised to hear that sexual violence increases at the time of disaster. This is the first

time I hear this.

What left the deepest impression on me is the fact that the likelihood for the vulnerable, women
and children, for losing their life is 14 times higher. I was also surprised to learn that the risk of
sexual violence increases at conflict and disaster.

Also the idea that gender is not biological that is beyond human control but inequality has
resulted from treatment in society, therefore it should be tackled was very interesting and

remains in my mind.

I was interested to learn about the attitudes that not trying to reduce disasters as a way of

preparing for them but making efforts to mitigate the risks afterwards.

Women are working overwhelmingly longer hours and I was surprised to learn that it is done

almost for free. This is a proof that the idea the women do household chores is deeply embedded.
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I had never thought about the linkage between disaster and gender. I learned that stress of the
disaster leads to sexual violence, and strongly feel the importance of mental health care of the

victims.

The likelihood of women and children to lose their life at a disaster is 14 times higher —Women
and children are more likely to be exposed to risk because of their weak position in society, I was

surprised to learn that gender discrimination was involved in post-disaster actions.

I could not imagine at all what the relationship between "disaster and gender," today’ s theme,
but I think I have managed to understand it. I did not know that rape as secondary disaster and
slave trade are taking place.

Because I have been never subjected to sexual discrimination and because I did not know much

about it, graphics showing statistics on men’ s and women’ s job were very interesting.

I never understood why women who are numerically account for a half are a minority. I learned
that minorities made by education, society and culture are further disadvantaged at the time of

disaster.

Q3: Is there anything you wanted to have further explanation?

M I would like you to focus more on activities of Mercy Malaysia.

M  The correlation between gender views and disaster damage by the region

M  Difference in the nature of problems caused by disaster between developing and advanced
countries. According to my understanding, in regions like Syria, what brings disaster is mainly
religious conflict and war. On the other hand, Japan and Korea have more natural disasters. I
want to know the difference in how to tackle disaster depending on the nature of disaster.

M  When you want to take a gender-considerate approach, if it is in a place where the status of
women and children is low, there could be a backlash against it. I was concerned if such thing
has happened in the activities while I was listening to the case study.

F The relationship between data on gender gap and the risk women face at the time of disaster.

M I wanted more explanation as to what an individual should do in regards to disaster and gender.
Although I know I have to think myself but I also want to have some clues.

F More concrete details of the measures taken to tackle gender problems (at the time of disaster);
why more women are killed at a disaster

M  Religious considerations other than the tent.

M  Presumably, there are cases in which it is difficult to provide help because of differences in
religion and views of politics. I wanted to hear what you would do under such a circumstance.

M  Can it be the case that women themselves produce gender gap?

M  Where Japan has an edge in terms of recovery from disaster or activities at the time of disaster.
What are the measures and policies that could minimize economic damage?

M  What we can do now, immediately.

Why Amiroll thinks there are more women victims at a disaster.

F I wanted to know actual measures, if any, that have been taken to prevent the socially
vulnerable from being victimized. Since I am a woman, I really want to know how I can protect
myself at a disaster.

M I wanted to know in detail how people in other countries see the nature in Japan.
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M I wanted to see a video of the activity.

F I wanted to know in detail what kind of reaction those people who were provided with help
showed, impacts and effects of humanitarian action in the community.

UNK I wanted to know more details about the global agenda.

F  Since I hear that women’ s status tends to be lower than men’ s in Islam, which probably means
a huge difference between men and women. Do you take different approaches in Islamic
countries, then?

M  Why is gender prioritized in your activity (for an intuitive reason or based on data)?

M  The lecture explained the frameworks and principles of protecting the country and people from
disaster; if there had been more explanation why those principles are employed and what the
justification for these is, it would have been more illuminating.

F  What does it mean to "respect rules of war"?

M I wanted to know more about concrete examples and currently on-going problems. I also wanted
to know if you had never experienced difficulties in making people understand your view of
disaster due to differences in religion and ways of thinking in countries and regions.

F Concrete actions for gender equality.

F The map of the world showing economic damage (loss) by natural disasters was difficult to
understand as to what it showed. I would have welcomed more detailed explanation.

M I think I have grasped gender discrimination in post-disaster actions but I want to know what
kind of gender discrimination is involved in pre-disaster policies and countermeasures for
disaster.

F  Women and children are 14 times more likely to die at a disaster — In what kind of disaster is
damage most likely to occur?

Slave trade of children.

M I wanted to know in more detail the reason why violence and sexual violence increase at the
time of disaster.

F I wanted to hear about your activities in more detail.

F I wanted to know in detail the damage inflicted on women and the vulnerable by disaster and
the causal relationship.

M I heard that by being prepared, a faster, better recovery from disaster is possible. I wanted to
hear more explanation as to what kind of preparation and what route of recovery would lead to
better outcomes.

UNK I want to hear more about women empowerment. In order to achieve women empowerment, it is

important to have external help but isn’ t the willingness of women to change their position

important? Do women have such spare capacity in a disaster situation?

Q4: Is there any other theme regarding disaster and gender beyond today's lesson's content?

M  Since the talk was focused on the case of Malaysia (or the Asian region), I want to know more
about what kind of activities there are in other regions and in different religious spheres, and
what difference there is from Mercy Malaysia.

M It was said that the socially vulnerable such as women and children are likely to be harmed at

the time of disaster. This made me wonder what impact sexual minorities such as gays and
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lesbians would receive.

I want to know what kind of feedback from those who received support was given after providing

support and relief efforts to women victims and children at the time of disaster.

The problems of privacy at the evacuation center and temporary accommodation

What is most different between men and women in the countermeasures against disaster? And

why?

The phases of recovery

eS|

A case in which a large-scale disaster hit more than one country.

How to solve gender problems given differences in language, culture and religion.

What measures are taken in reference to women and children who are vulnerable at the time of
disaster? (how to empower them?)

Why is there a huge difference in impact between genders?

I would like you to address theme to minimize the damage to the socially vulnerable in an

affected area.

It is beyond us to stop a disaster happening, and I want to know what measures we can take

when it happens.

Examples of difference in danger for men and women from the case of the Great East Japan
Earthquake.

I want to know about the role of women in the recovery phase and, if any, change in treatment of

women at that stage.

The reason why the size of gender problem differs from country to country, from region to region

even if the same disaster hits.

I want to know if there is difference between men and women in terms of response and damage
at the time of disaster in Japan where, globally compared, the gender gap has not been closed.
While I often hear that the gender gap in Japan is big, when I experienced Kumamoto

Earthquake, I felt generational gap but did not really feel gender gap.

Other problems in the SDGs and the complexity of gender and disaster.

The difference between boys and girls in reference to psychological damage caused by disaster.

Sl i=

Today’ s lecture mainly focused on developing countries but I also want to know the relationship
between disaster and gender in advanced countries.
For example, in Japan, even at the time of disaster, women are actively engaged. But do women

used as an outlet of stress in countries like Japan?

eS|

Difference in treatment of men and women by the region when a disaster happens.

In addition to relief efforts targeting children, women and disabled people, response to the

post-disaster economically vulnerable including men.

On the food supply issue after a disaster has happened.

If there is any consideration for men.

Sl =

I want to know more about what actually happened.

Because we were desensitized by peace, solutions and prevention feel irrelevant.
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F  Japan may be a model for other countries in terms of dealing with disaster, but it is behind in
terms of gender and gender gap. I would like to learn something about gender at the time of
disaster in Japan.

M  Is there any difference in gender discrimination depending on the kinds of disaster (earthquake,
tsunami, weather and so on)?

F  The priority of providing support — is there any differentiation among women?

F  Today’ s lecture focused on children and women, those who are generally considered to be
vulnerable in society. Is there anything that men are placed in disadvantage? What kind of
disadvantage do they experience? I want to know about them if there is any.

F  On the recovery activities by communities of women. What do they want to recover?

M I learned from today s lecture that women are more vulnerable to damage in a disaster
situation, and that sexual violence and domestic violence against women increases due to
disaster. I would like you to address the question whether new gender problems would emerge
or not when recovery activities take place in the affected area.

M  Iam a Zen monk and joined relief efforts at earthquakes in Kobe and East Japan as a volunteer

or chaplain (still involved with East Japan). I want to hear about how religious people should be

involved and if they are involved.

Q5: Please tell us what you felt about the lessons, questions and so on.

M

Although Malaysia is not Japan, I think there is something common in essence. Since Japan is a

disaster-prone country, I think we should learn actively from the example of other countries.

M

Although ideals about sexuality are now widely shared, they are not really realized at the global
scale. In this regard, all regions are "incomplete" and therefore recovery from disaster contains
difficulties.

On the idea that it is not disaster that produces damage but structural problems such as society
and culture that produce damage. This is a difficult point for people living in advanced countries
such as Japan to realize; even they realize it, there is probably a tendency not to focus on

reviewing the structure (they are convinced that the environment has reached its optimal state).

Regardless of gender, when human beings face disaster/danger, there is always some wobble in
mind and the difficult situation acts as medium to change people’ s identity. I would like to know

more about the effect on life. I would like to volunteer if I have a chance.

I was interested to hear about the Muslims and disaster during the Q&A session. Since I do not
know much about Islam, I want to know more about it and a place where I can deepen my

understanding.

You said young people today were optimistic but does awareness about gender differ from
generation to generation, even beyond the disaster site?
I did not expect a talk by someone from Malaysia with an interpreter. This was a very valuable

experience.

It was a new angle to think about gender in reference to disaster. If there is support for
minorities during emergency, anxiety of those affected could be reduced. These activities are
heart-warming. I also thought it is important for the disaster affected area to engage with

recovery activities subjectively and to achieve autonomy as a next step.
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I think it is important to think beforehand the measures to be taken if a disaster hits. I had

never occurred to me that some people would try to kidnap children in the confusion of disaster.

Because Muslims pray while standing up, when building a tent in Islamic regions, they build a
tall tent to accommodate this. I thought this was great that so many things are taken into

account.

I was surprised to learn that there are situations in disaster where inequality between men and
women becomes obvious. I also felt that in order to eliminate this, we need physical solutions in

addition to addressing ways of thinking.

In pursuing these activities, unless you learn about the religion, tradition and historical
background of the place where the disaster happened before you visit the place, other difficulties

than the disaster would arise, which is difficult.

Since I did not know anything about the impact of disaster and how to tackle the recovery, I now
want to look into these on my own and start doing things that I can do now.
I wish for a world in which there is equal treatment of men and women even at the time of

disaster.

The lecture today was very refreshing and interesting. We, individuals, may not be able to make
a big difference to the life of people who need help. Still, I think first I have to become aware of
the problem and would like to take action, whatever small, to reduce the number of people in

difficulty even slightly.

I find it is very difficult to help people in the world. In particular, I feel overcoming the barrier

stemming from different ways of thinking due to cultural difference is very difficult.

I think it is true that Japan, being a relatively rich country, can lend support to poorer countries
with various problems including disasters, and we should not think this as someone else’ s

problem but face it sincerely.

I was shocked to learn that there is gender-related risk hidden in any situation all over the
world. Of course, measures against economic damage caused by disaster are very important, but
it 1s equally very important to have measures to relieve women and children of anxiety about

sexual and other kind of violence.

I was concerned, in the region where sexual discrimination remains, if it has any impact on the

order of emergency response or treatment level when a disaster hits.

It was good to learn that there is difference in danger when a disaster happens between men

and women.

Having listened to today’ s lecture, I strongly feel that there is so much I do not fully
comprehend about the gap between men and women, or adults and children, although I feel I
know something about it.

I think there should be higher awareness of these clear gaps. With simultaneous interpretation

from English, it was a very accessible and interesting lecture.

Before the lecture I could not see any connection between gender and disaster, but the lecture
was very interesting. I find it unfair that women and children are victimized at the time of
disaster when everyone is suffering. Also listening to the talk about the world, I have reminded

myself that gender is a globally shared problem and a problem we need to tackle.
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It was good to learn the fact that the idea men are always superior is reinforced when refugees
from a disaster or war who have fled to the camp and when they are at the refugee camp reflects
society’ s moving towards bad directions; it is anxiety and stress that reinforce the idea.
However, this should not happen. More people should learn about this fact, and many people

should be involved in thinking about how to tackle this problem.

I learned for the first time that definition of terms related to disaster changes according to the
situation. I was impressed that knowledge of various fields is required when providing disaster
relief. I think it means that comprehensive problem-solving skills are necessary when we face a

life-or-death situation and crisis in life.

I learned that Mercy Malaysia is providing a lot of humanitarian aid, which is very important. I

agree that consideration for gender is necessary in dealing with disaster.

Since I believed there would not be much difference because of gender as the disaster impacts
everyone equally, I learned that gender gap manifest itself in various aspects. If we do not
involve people in the community fully, when the people from the support organization went
home, people may not know what to do. I was impressed that your activities are built on

consideration to this issue.

I was not sure about the relationship between disaster and gender before the lesson. But the
lesson explained the relationship clearly by discussing domestic violence, slave trade and sexual
violence. That women and children are vulnerable is not their fault, and it is men’ s fault to
expose them to danger after the disaster. I also understand that men are tired both mentally
and physically because of stress. This cannot justify men’ s such behavior, but this is a very

difficult problem.

Because I do not have many chances to experience gender discrimination in my life, the lecture
on gender in the world like this one makes me realize that gender is a problem that is not yet
solved. While gender discrimination happens across the world, due to differences in custom and
so on, the way people are discriminated and the degree to which they are discriminated will

differ completely from country to county.

I was very surprised to learn that women are more likely to die not just because of physical
difference but also because of psychological influences.
I want the number of people suffering from such damage to go down, and think not only men but

also we, women, should protect such women.

The reason why women become vulnerable is probably because they are placed in a weaker
position in society.
Precisely because of this, I think it is important to focus on women and children in relief efforts.

But I also think carrying this out from the daily basis is difficult.

Honestly speaking, in thinking about risk management of disaster, recently I was taught about
making sure to learn the escape route when tsunami hits but have never been taught nor have
thought about differences in damage that comes from gender difference at the time of disaster. I
was very surprised to learn that gender and disaster are connected. I think this was a very

meaningful lecture.
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I used to think disaster and gender were unrelated but I learned for the first time that there is a
relationship because of today’ s lecture.
I think unlike disaster, gender issues can be solved by human beings, so I hope that many more

measures will be taken from now on and that the ways people think will change.

It must be convenient to have documents with local information. But it must be hard to engage

with activities if one has to take such things into consideration.

Because I am currently interested in disaster, I listened to the lecture with great interest.

I was surprised to learn that there is a link between disaster and gender. The reality is that men
become aggressive due to the disaster and women find themselves in a disadvantageous
position. Since the occurrence of disaster cannot be controlled, the only method to prevent
aggressiveness may be to minimize the damage. I think it is necessary for both men and

women to think what they can do themselves.

I want to know more about what we can do as which is in the handout and Mercy Malaysia’ s
activities. I was not sure what "neutrality" on page 3 of the handout meant. I think there is a
clear distinction between the perpetrator and the victim in terms of gender problems that
happen in the place where a disaster has hit. I was wondering if "neutrality" could lead to an

increase in damage.

The opportunity to listen to a person from an overseas organization was very valuable and

nn

interesting. When I hear the word "gender," I usually associate it with "politics," "what happened
at work" and "roles at home," which are often discussed in the news. So it was good to learn that

there is an approach from the perspective of "disaster."

I had never thought about gender discrimination and disaster together and I was very surprised
with the deep relationship between the two. My own understanding is that since disaster hits
everyone equally, everyone thinks about the countermeasure equally and works for recovery by
joining forces. But given the high mortality rate, it is important to understand the current
situation and to think about the disaster from the gender perspective, not just to think about

policies and countermeasures only.

When a disaster hits, what attracts most attention is the totally devastated landscape or the
number of deaths. I have not paid much attention to various damages the socially vulnerable
would receive. I learned for the first time the facts that children could be sold when it is very
hard due to a disaster, and that many people suffered from sexual violence, I was very surprised

and it made me think.

Because the opportunity to listen to people who work around the world is rare, I learned a lot.
Except conflict, disaster is something we in Japan need to think about all the time. I would like

to think about this again from a perspective of women.

Notwithstanding the majority is Islamic countries, I feel I had a valuable experience to listen to
people who are actually engaged with activities in many countries. Usually, these talks are given
in relation to volunteering or welfare, but it was quite surprising for me that today’ s talk was

delivered as a lecture related to it in the class of gender.
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That the number of international support organization and activity is recently increasing, and it
1s in itself a wonderful thing, but I feel they may end up as sporadic and limited support. If each
organization provides support under their own policies, I do not think the real goal cannot be
reached. I think it is very important that organizations share objectives and policies and provide

coordinated support by covering each other.

I learned a lot from today’ s lecture. First, I learned the seriousness of disaster. I learned
compared to disasters in Japan, the experience of disaster in other countries is very different
and that refugees are produced and what kind of life refugees have to lead.

I also learned that in relation to recovery, by being prepared for disaster the efficiency of
recovery will improve. I reconfirmed the importance of accumulating knowledge about disaster. I
learned, yet again, the seriousness of gender problems as seen in the facts that 14 times more
women die than men and that violence against women increases in the post-disaster phase.

Today's lecture was very useful for me. I greatly appreciate it.

UNK

"Disaster and gender" was a new angle for me. I thought when a disaster hits, we would be
occupied to return to former life and would not have spare capacity to improve gender inequality.
But I learned the necessity of supporting women in a vulnerable position especially at the time
of disaster.

Why did you start this work?
When do you feel a sense of achievement in your work?
Have you ever felt powerless or you are close to nervous break-down because of the difficulty of

solving the social problem fundamentally? If so, how did you overcome it?
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January 12th, 2018 “Disaster and Gender” Questionnaire

The total number of returned questionnaire: 160 (Male: 67, Female 89, Unknown: 4)

Q1: 1. I became interested in (114) , 2. Neither (44), 3. I did not become interested in (1), DK (1)

Q2: Please tell us what impression you have gotten in today's lecture.

M

It was impressive that the vulnerable people at the disaster are so much discriminated against

abroad. However, I also thought by rescuing the vulnerable, a new problem might emerge.

In Japan when discussing gender, the focus is on understanding new values
rather than on discrimination, but I did not know the focus is on

inequality/injustice rather than a gap in other countries.

What impressed me most is that the treatment of men and women and problems they face differ

not only in normal time but also at the time of disaster.

Ilearned that in foreign countries, women suffer more at the time of disaster. I also thought this

type of gender inequality exists in Japan, too.

Gender gaps in numbers has clearly expressed what I thought vaguely, which was very helpful.

Ilearned that the health condition and environment are good in Japan, which I did not expect.

Thinking about gender from disaster. I had never taken such a perspective. That there are not
only primary damage at disaster but also secondary and tertiary damage including sexual

violence.

It was interesting to learn that activities differ from country to country, from region to region. I

also learned that there are many incredibly difficult problems in the real world.

That on the topic of gender, we thought about Japan while learning about what is going on in
other countries. Harm on human beings and natural disaster. Children can be bought and sold

and women are in a vulnerable position and can be the victim of sexual violence.

I never thought that gender could be a huge issue at disaster. I was shocked to learn that the

number of rape goes up at the time of disaster.

I was impressed with measures taken in terms of hygiene issues.

It was very interesting: that the problem of gender that we do not feel in our everyday life in

Japan becomes accentuated in emergency such as disaster, examples of other countries and so on.

What interests me most today is the lecture on gender that I usually do not feel in my daily life in
Japan. For us, it is taken for granted that both men and women have lessons in school and that
we sit at the same desk. Being exposed to cultures of countries where these do not exist at all, I

was impressed with the gap between them and Japanese culture.

The lecture today told me about problems that are unthinkable in Japan and many facts that I
was not aware, which left me deep impression. I also learned that there are many more cases than

expected in which women are put in a vulnerable position.

I learned from today’s lecture that the gap between women and men is huge and there are many
instances of gender discrimination in the world. I usually thought about it in the Japanese context

and I was very surprised to learn that what women could do is so little compared to men. I wish
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for a more equal society.

T used to think that the earthquake only restricts human behavior but I learned today that

discrimination can be involved and various problems are caused by it.

Until today, I believed that if we have enough food we would be all right after a disaster. But when
I learned about gender today, you told me there is a relationship between disaster and gender, and

that there are things only women need. My understanding of disaster has been expanded

What left the deepest impression was that women are not treated equally at hospital. When
thinking about disaster in relation to transgender, problems such as hygiene and female doctors
are listed, which made me realized that it is important for Japanese society today to have multiple

perspectives.

That sexual violence against women, which we do not hear about a lot in Japan, is happening in

the world. Certainly, women have more things to do when a disaster hits.

That problems stemming from difference between women and men are seen as problematic in

every country and that efforts are made to fill the gap by educating children.

I was very surprised to learn that in Nepal, after the 2015 earthquake children were kidnapped.
Since we do not hear much about slave trade in Japan, I was very surprised to hear that people
can commit such a thing when many people were affected by the earthquake. I was reminded of

the importance of protecting children’s life.

Q3: Is there anything you wanted to have further explanation?

M

Details of disaster rescue/relief methods outside Japan.

=

I would like to have evidence/source of information that women and children are 14 times more

likely to be victimized. With what is comparison made?

You said Afghan culture is different, not wrong, but since I do not think the status quo is

acceptable, I would have love to hear more about this.

On consequences when gender issues are solved.

I would like to know more about regional differences in gender awareness.

What are being done in order to solve the problem?

You said the number of rape increases at the time of disaster, but does it also increase in Japan for

sure?

I would like to know more details about the relationship between human resource and gender.

Why is the mortality rate of women and children 14 times higher than that of men?

Gender gap. Is the number of people affected by disaster is lower in countries where there is

relatively smaller gender gap?

That compared to women, men are inferior.

Is there anything else that connects disaster and gender?

Is there anything we, high school students, can do at the time of disaster abroad?

HEEIE B ORI B BB B

I would like to hear more about the definition of gender.

There is something about safety that I could not really grasp. It is because for us in Japan it is
difficult to understand a situation in which you are exposed to further danger because "you have

lost your home."




What are the concrete, serious problems for people living in unequal society in the world?

I want to know more about measures taken in other countries now.

I want to learn more about domestic violence and sexual violence.

On women's participation in politics. The increase of violence by men at the time of disaster.

Hi"g 99|49

I wanted to know more about the examples of sexual/gender discrimination at the time of disaster.

=

An example of damage was introduced and I wanted to know about how it had developed into

such a situation.

On measures taken at the moment in the world.

Is there a case in which men are treated more unjustly than women?

Ways of preventing slave trade and so on.

I wanted to know how disaster and gender are related in terms of safety.

I want to know more about problems children have.

The lecture was well-focused on women and next time, I want to hear a talk focusing on men.

Is the number of victims at the time of disaster lower in countries with smaller gender gap?

What do local women feel?

HHd"H" 999 |H

On maintaining security at the time of disaster.

=

I want to hear more about "safety" in disaster and gender and also about "human resource." What

it means and what it points to.

=

Slave trade.

: Is there any other theme regarding disaster and gender beyond today's lesson's content?

Disaster recovery/volunteering outside Japan.

On measures taken to eliminate gender gap in other countries.

What kind of solutions are available.

Details of disasters and gender in other countries.

In relation to health, I would like you to address impact on mental health.

Not only physical damage in the real world but also dramatic impact on the mental side. I would

like to hear about state of mind and disaster.

While we do discuss gender, why can't we reach any solution?

The status of women at the Great East Japan Earthquake.

What can we do?

=l=l2lz] 2 |2l2l2|22®

Pregnancy at the time of disaster.

Difference in the problem of disaster and gender at home and in public. Also on gender-less and

sexual minorities.

Criminology was mentioned and I would like to hear about security and so on.

Countries where there were fewer incidents of gender violence after an earthquake (disaster) so

far.

Refugees and ethnic problems (in particular about the Rohingya).

=

The relationship between post-earthquake life and gender.

Is there any difference in the relationship between disaster and gender according to countries?
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I want to know more about what is likely happen from now on, about the future, not about the

past.

What measures are taking to tackle gender gap and what measures are not taken?

None in particular.

It is better to learn well about gender and disaster separately first.

In terms of gender including LGBT, and partly to do with things other than the earthquake, I

wanted to hear your view about segregation in particular in relation to the toilet.

Apart from food, what is actually needed?

I wondered what kind of problems men would have.

I wanted to know more about various gender issues around the world. Also what kind of gaps

there are in everyday life.

I wanted to hear about whether a disaster changes family life. I also wanted to hear if there is

anything we can do.

Since today’s talk is from the women’s perspective, I want to hear stories from the perspectives of

men, children and disabled people.

I would like to know about unique measures taken in other countries in addition to problems.

In other countries, are any measures taken against problems on these two?

Q5: Please tell us what you felt about the lessons, questions and so on.

M

While its content was difficult, I had a good experience of discussing not only disaster but also

gender. I learned a lot. Thank you very much for the occasion.

M

Since we were born in Kobe where a disaster hit we know a lot about disaster, but still I learned a

lot of new things. Thank you very much.

What concrete measures do advanced countries take in tackling the problems discussed today?

The theme, the relationship between disaster and gender, was a difficult one, but the workshop
allowed me to think about the problem and solutions by myself. The lesson took up a theme that I

had never thought about, and I became interested in the theme. Thank you very much.

Thinking about disaster through gender could lead to a new perspective that could mitigate

disaster. And that could contribute to the issue of sex in the world.

It was very good to hear someone who is actually involved in activities.

A very interesting topic. The workshop at the end of the lesson made me really think. I enjoyed

listening to others in the development session.

There are so many discoveries today. Thank you for your valuable time. It was a very good

experience.

When I first saw the title of the session, I did not quite comprehend the relationship between
disaster and gender. As I listened to you, I came to understand that we have to pay special

attention to gender at the time of disaster. It was a very meaningful lesson.

It was good to be exposed to cultures which I have no access to in my daily life in Japan.

It was very interesting because I had never thought that there was a relationship between
disaster and gender. I also learned that there are still so many instances in which women are put

in disadvantage and I wish sexual/gender discrimination disappeared from the world.




I think I have learned many different perspectives by thinking about problems and solution

according to different view and by listening to other groups’ views.

I gained much new knowledge and it was very useful.

This combination was first for me, and it was interesting at the same time difficult to think about

the two problems in the combination. Thank you very much.

I want to know more about problems in the world and I think I have to learn about them. I think I

need to know more about the world to think about problems in Japan.

Ilearned a lot about disaster. Because I was not just listening to the lecture but participated in

the workshop, I could think of it as my own issue, not as something that happens to others.

What action can students take in order to face such problems?

It was good to learn about disasters in Indonesia, which is close to Malaysia. It was also good to
learn about human behavior, not the physical damage that sexual violence increases at the time of]

disaster, because we do not hear about this in Japan.

I learned that there are many gender issues at the time of disaster as well as in our daily life. I

hope our society can protect both life and economy at the time of disaster.

I learned from the perspective of Malaysia where natural disasters are rare with slides with many
photographs, and my understanding has been deepened.

I learned a lot from the lecture. I did not know that there is so much variance in the number of
deaths and I was surprised to learn that (women’s) risk is high.
Since I have been interested in gender issues, it was very interesting. I want to research a lot

more.

I did not know much about disasters abroad and I was not interested in, but I learned a lot from

today’s lecture.

The talk by the guest from Malaysia is focused on discrimination against women that is discussed
in the news in Japan now.
I was not very aware of it and thought it was someone else’s problem, but the lecture made me

realize that it is our problem and made me think again.

I had opportunities in the past to think about gender on the global scale but never thought about
gender in Japan, and it was good that I could think about it through disaster.
It was good because my thinking about gender, a theme I have been thinking about a lot, has been

deepened.

I had never thought about "disaster" and "gender" together and I learned there are more problems
than I thought. It seems women and children are still often vulnerable in society. I think we have

to improve all these and to create an environment that is kinder to women and children.

Because I want to do some volunteering with my school friends, I would love to have your help. It

was a very good experience.

I had hardly thought there was a relationship between a disaster and gender. I had hardly heard
about it. Perhaps because I am a woman, today’s lecture made gender problems at the time of

disaster that can happen in other countries more familiar and I want to learn and research more

about problems on these two.
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When I first saw the title page of the PowerPoint presentation, I did not know what kind of
relationship there could be between gender and disaster. The presentation made me realize it is

important to think about gender such as sexual violence at the evacuation center and health of

pregnant women. Thank you very much.
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