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Having the good fortune to be located in an open, global city, Kobe
University aims to fully utilise its setting and become a truly international
institution for education and research. International exchanges are a
fundamental dimension of the University and play a vital role in the
enhancement of its education and research activities.

Kobe University established the Centre for EU Studies, the Centre for
Asian Studies, and the Office of the Americas under the Institute of
Promoting International Exchange Programs, creating a world-wide
network which allows us to compete on a global scale. Building upon the
foundations of previous academic exchange and joint research with
universities in China and the ASEAN countries, the Centre for Asian Studies
is making efforts to further strengthen our relationship with China and
other Asian countries through close academic collaboration.

It is with great pleasure that the university invites leading authorities on
Japanese Studies from prestigious Asian universities to take part in this forum
every year. We hope the forum will be a valuable opportunity to consolidate
and develop relations between Kobe University and other Asian universities.
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In an era of increasing collaboration between Asian universities, with
many new joint projects in education and research, the Kobe University
Centre for Asian Studies is proud to host the Third Annual Conference: The
Asian Forum for Leaders of Japanese Studies (AFJAS) in Prestigious Asian
Universities, a forum focusing on Japanese Studies within Asia.

The Centre was established in July 2013 to serve as the core of a global
network for education and research, linking universities and research
institutes across Asia. This annual Forum has evolved into one of the
Centre’s key events. The past two forums were titled “The Past, Present and
Future of Japanese Studies within Asia” and “How Japan internalized
Western Cultures and Values”. These forums have helped to create a strong
global network for internationally-renowned researchers in the field of
Japanese Studies.

The theme of this year’s forum is “Japanese Studies in a New Asian Era.”
Twelve celebrated scholars of Japanese Studies from major Asian
universities will explore the meaning and role of Japanese Studies in the
wake of the creation of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) and
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC). The keynote speech, on research and
education in Japanese Studies in Vietnam, will be given by the President of
Foreign Trade University (FTU) to commemorate the establishment of the
Liaison Base between FTU and Kobe University in April 2015.

A new program named “Educational Program on Current Japan” has
started in October. It is taught entirely in English and examines a wide range
of subjects including Japanese pop culture and scientific technology. It is my
hope that the Forum will form close links with this program in order to
expand the network of specialists in Japanese Studies.
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12:30 =2 {+BAR -BAIZ Registration Open

13:00-13:10 BH%& Opening
M0 FXE BE-BIZE #L #HZ

Opening Remarks: INOUE Noriyuki, Executive Vice President, Kobe University

13:10-13:40 EFRZ8E Keynote Speech
REMFLIZE T 5EEREHEDHRE
INNOVATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM IN VIETNAM —THE CASE OF FOREIGN TRADE
UNIVERSITY
NIABGREBNML) FR TA-TFA-bTY
BUI ANH TUAN, President, Foreign Trade University in Hanoi, Vietnam

13:40-14:50 tyiar1 —B&70FEOEKRERICESITH5AARME -
Session 1 -Japanese Studies in International Relations on the 70th Anniversary of the End
of the War-
BEQOHEICEITHAEHARDELERTZT DR
The Development and Characteristics of China’s Japanese Studies in Recent Years
EEXZF(FE) BAHEELVS— 42— 1 &
Hu Lingyuan, Director, Center for Japanese Studies, Fudan University, China
FOTHRRIZBT2EEDO BARR -V IIILKEBXRARROEAZHIDIC
Japanese Studies in South Korea in the midst of a power shift in East Asia: Focusing on the case of SNU 1JS
YOIBENMKXER(EE) BAMER B%5E B EE

Nam, Kijeong, Associate Professor, Institute for Japanese Studies, Seoul National University, Korea

EBYTHEERHRE A —RAFSUT7EXVERAT7OTICE TS BALEERE
Transnational family in the making: Japanese women and families in Australia and Southeast Asia
DURR—IVERLRZOVN R -] BAMEZH EBR/ZHE LoL-2Y
THANG, Leng Leng, Associate Professor/Head of Department of Japanese Studies, National

University of Singapore

A LEHBREEDBFRFBAM=—IRUVEZKZDOHIE
Japanese human resource needs of Japanese Enterprises in Vietnam and the response of
Foreign Trade University

N ABEBRZENML] BARERE FEHE Fyo-Ta-by-bo—A

TRAN THI THU THUY, Dean, Faculty of Japanese, Foreign Trade University in Hanoi, Vietnam

14:40-14:50 BEEHZE Q & A Session

14:50-15:45 twiar2 —p¥- A\MBER-aVE1—5—HBFELARHR—
Session 2 -Disaster Risk Reduction, Human Resource Development, Computing Education
and Japanese Studies-

KBVRIEFBO-HDBRIEDER — S+ EhEHhE (20065F) ED1H | hT)L
XS\ TOTSLORR—
Localizing Japanese Culture for Disaster Risk Reduction-Case of Iza! Kaeru Caravan Program Post
Java Earthquake 2006-
AOPITREMUNAYT) TEMEEMTEEER KFRBHRR/ARE (NI
IKAPUTRA, Secretary of Graduate School/ Associate Professor, Department of Architecture
& Planning, Faculty of Engineering, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia
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SAREBARDBEFRBRILICHE TE2IFARABRAMRAE L 2—D M

Contributions of Laos-Japan Human Resource Development Institute in Strengthening

Relationships between Laos and Japan
SARBEMKRE(FTR]) FARABEREUI— ElEV4—K TUWTU-ROF7U0TY
Bounlouane Douangngeune, Deputy Director, Laos-Japan Human Resource Development
Institute, National University of Laos

FERMB AR R OFH =S

Cross-disciplinary Japanese Culture Study: A New Perspective of Exploration
RIAKZ(FE) NEEFR AlRE-28%/FBXELEERRR ik £ %
Wang Qiuju, Vice Dean and Professor of Foreign Studies College/ Director of Research
Institute for CSCJC, Northeastern University, China

15:35-15:45 BEEHE Q& A Session

15:45-17:10 tv3ar3 —BAREHBEELAARIEHAT —
Session 3 —Japanese Language Education and Japanese Cultural Studies-
BADO BRI ODLENZBERELNE
Importance of Japanese Studies Leading to Cultural Understanding
RN EBEXRZ(GE] ARBAERE L I— €V3—FK & —F

Xu Yiping, Director, Beijing Center for Japanese Studies, Beijing Foreign Studies University, China

HEEMEBICET 5 m — BAREANMNLEEZHICLT—
A TENTATIVE STUDY ON THE CULTURAL AREA OF TEETH BLACKENING IN ASIA-THE CASES OF
JAPAN AND VIETNAM-
REFLERKEN/ARANML] AXBRSREZEXRE TEFH BAHARER
EBR/ZERE D71y
Phan Hai Linh, Associate Professor/ Head of Department of Japanese Studies, Faculty of Oriental
Studies, University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietnam National University, Hanoi

ERLARICETARFRDOLEHE

A Comparative Study of Yumcha in Hong Kong and Japan
FEEPXKRZ(HE-FE) H#EFH BZHBR/MHEBEABRERAR L F—R/BAR
RERE ZERERE & &
Ng Wai-ming, Vice Dean of Faculty of Arts/ Director of Research Center for Comparative Japanese
Studies/ Dean of Department of Japanese Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

PEICETSEFRELRETELEEAAROBRREMAE - FANB RS —

Japanese education and Japan Studies in China from my personal point of view
IWRKXZ(HE]) SNEFEFS BREFH FRER/BFRARES2— FE M KA
Xing Yongfeng, Dean of Japanese Department of the Foreign Language College/ Director of
the Japanese Studies Center, Shandong University, China

BAXIEHREEZAN—AURROTPIZEITHERIE I 5588 —
What is meant to be ‘Japanese culture’?-(mis)perceptions on Japanese ‘culture’ in Indonesia-
FWITIHETREZEMIN V7] XFR BREFER B8 X—2—F2)

Susy Ong, Lecturer, Department of Japanese Studies, Faculty of Letters, Darma Persada University, Indonesia
17:00-17:10 BEEME Q& ASession

17:10-17:15 BA% Closing Ceremony
D #FXE ERXREERET7T O THREFMtE2— 59—k # &’
Closing Remarks: OGATA Yasushi, Director of the Centre for Asian Studies, Institute of
Promoting International Exchange Programs, Kobe University
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Foreign Trade University in Hanoi, Vietnam
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AT LIZETAEFHEHEDRE
INNOVATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM IN VIETNAM — THE CASE OF
FOREIGN TRADE UNIVERSITY

REICEEYBF ENERICKYARIN L ENABELBTOREZRMTIHETELTEEEZA
U= BB DREZHEFTHZERNTERFLERMELHEINID TEENIZER T NEZL
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FFTEENLUBEOR N LOSEHREAHICTOVTHEMNICERBAT 5,
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The approval of the Law in Higher Education by the National Assembly in 2012 turns it to the point of
the innovation stage in higher education. The priority to higher education innovation had been also
revealed in the resolution No.219 issued by Vietnam’s Communist Party in 2013, in which the
comprehensive innovation in education is considered in the conditions of the socialist-oriented market
economy and international integration. After almost three years of implementing the innovation,
Vietnamese higher education has achieved remarkable improvements which bring about the necessary
foundations for development in the upcoming years.

This paper provides an overview on the innovation of higher education system in Vietnam, including the
situation of Vietnamese higher education before the innovation, institutional changes in Vietnamese higher
education in the recent years, and Vietnamese higher education orientations up to 2020 and afterwards.
This paper also presents the innovations of Foreign Trade University, one of the best universities in Vietnam
and the first universities implementing the autonomy in raising and allocating resources, as a particular case
of Vietnamese higher education innovation. The priorities of Foreign Trade University in cooperation with
Japanese universities and organizations are also discussed and highlighted in this paper.

BRARFFEL ERBFXFZRZFR. HFIIREABRRE. #FIIREXRERR. EHXFER
#EEE, £FZ(Z, [Thu hat va nudi dwdng sw tang trwdng cac doanh nghiép ¢ von dau tw
nwéc ngoai & tinh Bong Nai: Thwc trang va dinh huwéng phat trién. Dé tai cip Tinh, 2007. Bui Anh
Tuén (Cha nhiém). (R F A EBIZE TN ERTEDFHREBTR~ERELHEEAE) ). [Chuyén giao
céng nghé dao tao Sau dai hoc trong cac chwong trinh lién két dao tao vé kinh té va quan ly cong
& Vit Nam. D& tai cAp Bo, 2007. Bui Anh Tuan (Chi nhigm). (R LITE 1+ 35 E A MBI
FHREHRBE IOV SLIZE T RFREE COEIMTFSER) J. [Nghién ctu kinh nghiém phat trién
dich vu tai chinh ctia Han Quéc va bai hoc cho Viét Nam. Dé tai cap Nha nwéce, 2008. Bli Anh
Tuén (Cha nhiém D& tai nhanh). (£RY—E RBR(CET 2BREDRBRENFLADRE) ], [Thu
hat va nudi dwéng cac doanh nghiép cé vén dau tw nwédc ngoai & tinh Béc Ninh. Dé tai cap Tinh,
2008-2009. Bui Anh Tuén (Chl nhiém). NIV EBIZEBITE2NERTCEDFHREER~FRERE
HEH G ENH D,
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-The Development and Characteristics of China’s Japanese Studies in Recent
Years-
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1. The creation of a new type of think tank and the development of Japanese Studies at universities
With its rapid growth, China faces daunting challenges in its diplomatic philosophy, strategy and policy.
A new type of think tank is necessary to deal with these challenges.

2. From nationally-oriented research to regionally-oriented research
As the balance of power between China and Japan has changed, Japanese Studies in China has adapted
by increasingly examining Japan and China-Japan relations in a wider regional context.

3. Academic assessment and the social contribution of Japanese Studies
Recently Japanese Studies, particularly those conducted by Chinese universities, have utilised their
research resources to make significant contributions to society.

4. Future prospects
Japanese Studies’ research results are geared toward furthering internationalisation. The Chinese
community of Japanese Studies favours use of the Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI) more than the
Chinese Social Sciences Citation Index (CSSCI). Publicising research results via the internet will
disseminate Japanese Studies more widely and rapidly.

Professor Hu Lingyuan is the Director at the Center for Japanese Studies, Fudan University. In 1991, he
received his Ph.D. in international politics from Fudan University and Aichi University, and then joined the
Center for Japanese Studies in Fudan University. He served as a visiting fellow at the Beijing Center for
Japanese Studies, a visiting professor at Nagano University, a foreign researcher at the Institute for
Advanced Studies on Asia, Tokyo University, a visiting professor at the Law School, Soka University, a visiting
professor at the Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto University, and a visiting professor at the
University of Hong Kong. He is the author of “BR7 7 XD H#REFKE” (The Resonance and Circulation
of East Asian Civilisation).
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Seoul National University, Korea
Institute for Japanese Studies
Associate Professor

B EIE Nam, Kijeong
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Japanese Studies in South Korea in the midst of a power shift in East Asia:
Focusing on the case of SNU 1JS

HEORVE. BEICSVLWTHARRIL, R EORAGTERZERICLE TROXMRELT
DAX R, BRUED Y IR - A= —ELTO BRBOFMRELTORER HAESNERTRTHo
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DEIERNDHRIZHSD, —FH. 2010FZHIC. POTICENWTIFEPFERECNICHITTHHLLKE
DEEAHY . BETELCDIIBRTOTDRBREBRICESZONTNSELITHS, A|ETIE. V
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For decades after the liberation from Japan in 1945, Japanese studies in South Korea was composed of
two main streams: the studies on Japan as an ‘object to overcome’ based on the historical background of
the colonial era, and the studies on Japan as a ‘model to follow’ and a rare success story of modernization.
But since the middle of the 1990s, area studies as a social science has been institutionalized in the academic
world of South Korea, and as a consequence, a new type of Japanese studies has risen. It was distinctive in
making use of the scientific methodologies which were formalized by area studies. A very friendly
relationship between Japan and South Korea in those days was an accelerator in promoting Japanese
studies as an area studies. The establishment of the Institute for Japanese Studies at Seoul National
University(SNU 1JS) in 2004 was an epoch defining event that occurred at the height of this current.

Meanwhile, with the rise of China, a new international order is coming into sight in East Asia. It seems to
me that these changes are well reflected by the state and direction of Japanese studies in South Korea. |
would like to examine the current trend of Japanese studies in South Korea and present its future, focusing
on the case of SNU IJS.

BEOVIILHEEN, VIILKENRZRICTEEREZRABEZFEV. 1991F(CELEEIIF, TDE.
HRARZICEZE. 2000FICHREXLHAER CIE#HEFLAAR— BEHMER (THITAHFEFIOH
R CHELTEZEIF, 2001 FEM52005F F TR KRFZZMEFR O BIZIZ. 2005F H52009F F TR
E-ERRXFORIBIFLELZF T, B, HEOBARDBUANREEMEL. REITBARDEMEERO
EMEHHEODEF->THELTLS, TEICTHZBAOAETENEZIEBEX. HE). [RHHER
DE—BARDE-EfHE|BEX AR EENH D,
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National University of Singapore

Department of Japanese Studies

Associate Professor and Head of Department

LR THANG, Leng Leng
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Transnational family in the making: Japanese women and families in
Australia and Southeast Asia

FEHEDZEIL. 3 )—ToDREBEFTROEZEIZLI>THRBIN AU RIEENIIZEL
ZTCERIELIE-BARARKEDOEEELEVSIBDICRULDEEBLTE, J0—\JE—2a DR ERY.,
THEENBELEATHERZH T, DWMMIFEZFBATREZEET A AENDELSIZHo=2EML, BHAR
ARBED/IREZ—VZIFEY—RBZFOHERNRONEKSIZHo T, KAARERIE. TDISILBEERARE
DEHFEIZDODNT BHIZZDOOBRALED T IL—T N EADKEEFD30-40ODB AR AL S
A=A TREICTRIEZBHET 550-60XDBARANL M) ZBLTEDH TN, CNLZDDEE
BRADBARABEEDENSELNDIRELHIEBRICHIEELZBZ -BECODVTIL. FTSRM
2006 F (CERAICIRIBLIITO—NILGTHERE I CIEEFEZ -BERIE I LSS0 EA
EBELTERT D, WMEE-EORERIE. FO—n\JE—23oDEE6L-ER . EEEHA-EE. FL
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Scholars on family studies has long noted the presence of diversity in Japanese family beyond the norm
of typical nuclear families consisting of salarymen husbands and professional homemaker wives. The age of
globalization has further added to the shift in the patterns of Japanese family as women move out of Japan
on their own accord, some eventually forming families transnationally. This presentation explores such
diversity in Japanese families particularly through two groups of Japanese women: Japanese women in
their 30s-40s making families with Balinese husbands and Japanese women in their 50s-60s reconstituting
families in Western Australia. The juxtaposition of transnational mobility with family making from the voices
of these two groups of Japanese lifestyle migrants will be discussed through conceptual frameworks such as
global householding first proposed by Douglass (2006) and transnational reproduction mobility. Their
experiences reflect the implications of globalization, transnational movement, socio-cultural changes in
Japan on the change (and continuity) to the meanings and practices re-shaping family and kinship.

Discipline: Social-cultural Anthropology
Educational Background: Ph.D. in Anthropology (socio-cultural), University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign (2007)
Work History:
From 2015 : Head, Department of Japanese Studies, NUS
From 2014 : Deputy Director, Centre for Family and Population Research, NUS
2005-2010 : Head, Department of Japanese Studies, NUS
Selected Publications:
Thang, L.L. (2001). Generations in Touch: Linking the Old and Young in a Tokyo Neighborhood. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press.
Thang, L.L. and WH Yu eds. (2004). Old Challenges, New Strategies?: Women, Work and Family in
Contemporary Asia. Leiden: Brill Academic Publisher.
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Foreign Trade University in Hanoi, Vietham
Faculty of Japanese
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FrTAb9b9—A TRANTHI THU THUY

R FLEHBREEDBREAM——XRUVEZXRED S
Japanese human resource needs of Japanese Enterprises in Vietnam and the
response of Foreign Trade University

E BREFEDANFLADELEDNEAITEY . BABRF N SOODAEBE B KEICHEFSA T
%,2015F4A7BTTRI THUC TREZEIZ&HE 2015F3ABHATAM LEHBREDIZEHREE
(£373.7{8USDIZEL THY . BEICRNTE2HOFREEICTI F TSN TV, ODAIZEEL T
HEBANSDODAEBNEEIF20{BUSDE IZHFFENTEY . SREXTIRAATHS.
ZILIHAT AN LATOEERZEAMDZ—ZXLBEREFEOTD, 2013FEDERRREEDIAEIC
FRDE N AIZIKIBFE N BARELEHEAHY . BAFZEFEEHIF46.762 AFETHLHLHESN
T3,

AFEHRFTRI7IENMCBEAZLABZRHFALTEY . AN LATHO THRELFTEZEFHED
—RELTRYANERZET, CNETHEDEFTLGTAREAMZELLTLS,

LOLGEA S, BREENRDDGBARFBAMEFEAGAMLBEON, EERZEZEDHIANLOBE
HWREICE S TERSNSBAREAMEIBREROZ—XZEHE LTLDDMN, T2, T LTLVEL
ETNIE, EALREDNHDLDD ., ZDRBEEMHET H-0IC, EALTHENBELDL, KR TIE, £
SLofNIHL, AN LB RERI00#EEZRFERETOAER]RIZT V7T —MREEITICE
[CRYUMREERHLILY,

In recent years, investment into Vietnam of Japanese enterprises became popular, ODA assistance from
the Government of Japan has also been a high level maintained. According to the “TRI THUC TRE magazine”
(2016.4.7), until March 2015, total investment has reached 37.37 billion USD. Japan is ranked in second
next to South Korea. ODA aid from Japan the past few years is maintained at 2 billion USD stand, and it is
expected to increase in the future.

Under these circumstances, it is also increasingly growing needs of Japanese human resources in
Vietnam. According to a survey by the Japan Foundation in 2013, there is a Japanese educational
institutions of about 180 in Vietnam, Japanese learners number is about 46.762 people.

The Foreign Trade University with history of Japanese education from 1971, is the first university in Vietnam
that incorporated Japanese education as part of high education. It has produced a number of excellent
Japanese human resources.

However, what kind of Japanese human resources sought by Japanese enterprises. Whether the
Japanese human resources, which is grown by Vietnam of educational institutions, including the Foreign
Trade University meets the needs of Japanese enterprises. Still, if it is not satisfied enough, whether there is
any problem. In order to solve the problems, and what measures are necessary, in this paper, for such a
guestion, we want to find the answer by carrying out a questionnaire survey of 70 graduates of Foreign
Trade University and about 100 enterprises standing Vietnam.

BREFER-BEHHPEL, TLEBSC. IRMLAEEBRECEDOBREAM——IX~DORE~E
SREFERBFHROMYBAHZEER I~ 1N/ AXREF2EEE VRO D LK E, 20135F108). &
BRZICBITAEC R RABAREH BT ERMERIEICOVWVTI(BERFFEHIE ZKRBICE152020F %
THOEDRANEBHB IV VRO LIKRE, 2015F18) B ELH S,
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HONIAKRFE(AERDT)

TR ERMTETEFFR

REREHBRER/ HEBIR

Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia

Dept. of Architecture & Planning, Faculty of Engineering
Secretary of Graduate School/ Associate Professor

A4Hh7+S5 IKAPUTRA

KBURIVERBD-ODOBEXIEDER

— ") B ERHIEE QO06EE) DY | AT VAT TOT 5 LORER—
Localizing Japanese Culture for Disaster Risk Reduction
-Case of Iza! Kaeru Caravan Program Post Java Earthquake 2006-

2004FENDATNSET7FIMEES-RMELERLUE, EREE -ERHSICEF2BEXE £,
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Since the great earthquake and tsunami stricken Aceh-Sumatra in 2004, an “international solidarity” —a
mutual support among international society—became a global culture in the greatest information era. The
need of hands in hands to anticipate the risk of future great disaster in many prone areas is also coming into
the center of this growing culture. Japan and Indonesia are recognized as countries where people lived
closely to the beauty natures as well as its possible disasters occurred from them. Creating a “tradition” to
educate community around the disaster prone areas somehow is as must action to reduce the risk. Japan
has been as a great habitat to develop Disaster Risk Reduction Education for community. One of the
excellent DRR programs developed in Japan is so called /za!Kaeru Caravan created for Kobe ten years after
the Great Hanshin Earthquake (1995). This Japan good practice of DRR has been imported to Indonesia
especially for community Post Java Earthquake (2006) since 2008 through the international solidarity. The
process of adopting, adapting, and furthermore localizing this lza! Kaeru Caravan into more culturally
embedded program for Indonesian context is a focus this discussion.

Discipline: Environmental Planning & Design  Educational Background: Doctor of Philosophy

Work History: University Lecturer

Selected Publications (Book or Chapter in Book Related to disaster) :
lkaputra (2009) “Towards Disaster Preparedness District Planning through Spatial Risk Assessment. Case
study of Bantul Post Java Earthquake 2006”, Chapter in Book, Dwikorita et.al (2009) The Yogyakarta
earthquake of May 27 2006. California: Star Publishing Company Inc. (ISBN-13: 978-0898633047)
lkaputra (2007) “Lesson Learnt from the first five months Post Disaster: A University Role”. Chapter in
book: Report on the Damage Investigation of the 2006 Central Java Earthquake. Tokyo: Architectural
Institute of Japan (AlJ) pp. 279-288. (ISBN 978-4-8189-2032-3)
Suryabrata, Adi; Siswosukarto, Suprapto; , Nizam; , lkaputra; , Aditya Akbari, (2007) Pedoman
Membangun Rumah Sederhana Tahan Gempa. (Guideline for Minimum Requirement of Earthquake
Resistance House Jakarta: Palang Merah Indonesia. 48 pp. (ISBN:978-979-3575-12-4.)
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Contributions of Laos-Japan Human Resource Development Institute in
Strengthening Relationships between Laos and Japan
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Established on May 4, 2001 as Lao-Japan Human Resource Cooperation Center and upgraded to the institute status
on May 11, 2010, Laos-Japan Human Resource Development Institute has worked for the field of business human
resources for 14 years, supported transition from a centrally planned economy to a market economy of Lao P.D.R.

In particular, it has strived towards being itself a center of excellence in building friendly relationships and cooperation
between Laos and Japan in developing human resources in business management area for use in socio-economic
development in Laos as well as in ASEAN economic integration. It will also serve as a platform for cultural exchange
activities between Lao and Japanese people as well as among the peoples of the ASEAN nations. It institute organizes the
following activities: MBA program and research, practical business management training (scheduled and tailor-made)
plus on-site consultation, basic Japanese language training, and academic and cultural exchange activities.

Recently, the economy of Lao P.D.R. has rapidly been developed driven by electricity, mining and tourism sectors. In
addition, the industries of Lao P.D.R. are gradually diversifying and advanced. Even more, foreign investment has
increased and many Japanese companies have invested in Lao P.D.R and started their business, especially in the capital
city of Vientiane and Savannakhet Province. Furthermore, a full regional economic integration in the ASEAN countries is
supposed to be started in the end of 2015; thus, the needs of developing the industrial human resources are expected to
be quite high. Under such circumstances, Ul plays the role to develop the highly-qualified business persons, contributing
to meeting the industrial human resources demands. Accordingly, the new project will strengthen LIl towards functioning
as hub for developing business human resources and networking between local business persons and Japanese investors.

Bounlouane Douangngeune (Ph.D.) is a Professor of Economics and Management at Laos-Japan Human
Resource Development Institute, National University of Laos. His current administrative position is Senior
Deputy Director of Laos-Japan Human Resource Development Institute. In his administrative and
professorship capacity, he has played a key role in promoting friendly relationships between Laos and Japan.
In particularly, he was a leading member in founding the Master of Business Administration Program at the
Institute and has been managing that program since 2008. In past ten years, he has been involved in various
research projects and business management consultation activities. His research areas of interest include
agricultural value chain, business networking and organizational effectiveness, education and labor issues,
cooperation effectiveness. He has published various papers in both international and local journals.
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Cross-disciplinary Japanese Culture Study: A New Perspective of
Exploration
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As the consequence of economic globalization, cultural globalization leads to world-wide culture
transmission, collision, confliction, and integration. The double-bladed scientific technology development
exposes the current world to more risks such as environment and security. It is the responsibility of the
scholars from multi- and cross-disciplines to avoid the cultural crashes, to decrease the negative effects of
scientific development, and to reevaluate the problems human beings have to face in the age of scientific
development and globalization. The study of Japanese culture, therefore, will also be put under this multi-
and cross-disciplined study. Technology is culture, and Chinese and Japanese communication starts from
technology communication. It is believed that to study the value, effects and social relationship of
technology as a certain type of culture is a new perspective of exploration, and it also indicates the
awareness of social science scholars.

TEELT, KENEZERFEREFRER ARBARFRAR L FI—ELTREE T RIAKRFTF
MRABHELRBE T BE. RAKXRZICEVTHEZEZREIRE RO B LBER R RER
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The Necessity of Japanese Studies as a Tool for Cultural Understanding
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The international situation in the 21st century is changing profoundly due to the rapid advance of
information technology and social diversification. We have significant diversity in both politics and
economics, and we are living in a world which enables us to learn about other countries and the world
around us without ever leaving our home country.

On the other hand, we do not have many opportunities to interact in person with foreign cultures. | find
this to be the case in China-Japan relations. Even in our bilateral relations, we often focus heavily on politics
and economics, and the most essential element, cultural understanding, tends to be disregarded.

It is not wrong to regard politics and economics as important dual wheels to promote bilateral relations.
However in my opinion, the “bicycle-style” interaction and exchange lacks cross-cultural understanding and
therefore is not sustainable. In future Japanese Studies, we should deepen our understanding of Japanese
culture and cultural awareness to establish “tricycle-style” relations between China and Japan.

FMEL, #FRXZAARXIEERBRRBLREE T, PEU RN EEREBAREZEEN. B3R
(1979%-1994%F) . FEIARNEZERFIARBREZME I —BBIR .. % (19944F-20015F) ##E T,
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A TENTATIVE STUDY ON THE CULTURAL AREA OF TEETH BLACKENING IN ASIA
-THE CASES OF JAPAN AND VIETNAM-
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Teeth blackening was once a very popular cultural practice among Asian, Oceanian, African, Central and
Latin American peoples. Apart from certain tribes and ethnic minorities, the cultural area of teeth
blackening in Asia includes Japan to the north, Indonesia to the south, Southern China and Southern India to
the west, and the Solomon and Mariana Islands to the east.

Teeth blackening involved the use of a special dye that helped protect the dental enamel. A set of
painted teeth, by traditional belief and convention, was a marker of people’s identity and background,
reflecting their perceptions of beauty and their social and marital statuses.

This paper aims first to offer a sketch of teeth blackening in Japan. By comparisons between Japan and
Vietnam, the paper carry out a tentative study on the features of the blackened teeth cultural domain, once
popularin Asia.

FERtE T, 19965 . AR FREBAARLBERIZEE, 20065F . AN FLERKEN/ M RAXHE
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A Comparative Study of Yumcha in Hong Kong and Japan
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In the era of regional cooperation and cultural interaction in Asia, culinary hybridization and localization
have become very common, providing a good research area for Japanese studies experts to explore. Sushi is
now very popular in Asia, but Asians are eating their own versions of sushi. Likewise, Asian foods have many
fans in Japan but they are not the same as their place of origin. Hong Kong-style yumcha is one such
example. Yumcha is a representative Hong Kong cuisine that came to Japan in the 1970s. It has been highly
localized in Japan in the last four decades to suit local tastes and follow Japanese eating habits. The
Hongkongness of yumcha is diluted and Japanese imagination is added. Using Yokohama and Kobe
Chinatowns as examples, this study examines the hybridization and localization of yumcha in contemporary
Japan. Based on data collection, fieldwork and interviews, this study compares yumcha in Hong Kong and
Japan from the following eight aspects: ordering process and consumption methods, dimsum dishes,
ingredients, chefs, interior design, beverage, business hours and perceptions.

EBEEFEN, BEDXKERELFFIZEEK(1985) . AR KFHIHARAREE L (1988) . TV Rb>
RERT7OTHEBL(1996) , BEIFFEPIXKEZBAMEFZRHIR, EFITIFERE, Bk
R, EZEAEIX. The I Ching in Tokugawa Thought and Culture (University of Hawai‘i Press, 2000).
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Japanese education and Japan Studies in China from my personal point of
view
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Nowadays, there are over one million people in China who are learning Japanese, which occupies the
largest number in the world. But is there any difference between the purpose of Chinese students learning
Japanese and that of other countries’ Japanese learners? To answer the question, | will give my analysis
from the perspective of an educator. What’s more, studies in regard to Japanese issues in China have
achieved rich and fruitful results. In spite of that, there are still many subjects remaining unsolved.
Therefore, it is necessary for scholars of the Asian countries to give their precious thoughts on such subjects
concerning Japanese studies.
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What is meant to be ‘Japanese culture’?
-(mis)perceptions on Japanese ‘culture’ in Indonesia-
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During the 1980s, following the publishing of books on ‘Nihonjinron’ in Indonesia, ‘hard-working,
disciplined, honoring tradition’ came to be perceived as ‘uniquely and essentially Japanese culture.’ Later,
since the 1990s, Japanese animes and dramas were regularly aired through local tv stations, creating a
generation acquainted with Japanese pop culture since childhood. Thus created a public opinion regarding
Japan’s every social aspects as being derived from her ‘unique culture,” which is static, unchanging and
totally ignoring Japan’s process of modernization.

The origin of this ‘stubborn attitude’ of regarding all aspects of Japan’s social phenomena should be
traced to the historical moment of 1930s, when, both in Japan as well as in Indonesia, radical movements
were cracked down; Indonesian intellectuals were eager of ‘creating’ a national culture for the future
independent Indonesia, and looking at other nations, including Japan, for references. While in Japan, as the
counteraction against the spread of communism, bureaucrats moved to ‘create Japanese culture’ in order
to ‘convert’ the radicals. They established Japan’s cultural association’, and published a journal, with all
articles written in European languages. The copies of this journal were distributed in Indonesia and proved
to have formed ‘a view toward Japanese culture’ among Indonesian intellectuals.

HEFELT BLREBE T EXXA VRO T RERER B A AZE R EMERE T, I/E. ALY
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